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4 OlfFERENT CARCASS CONSTRUCTIONS ^ BIAS, BIAS-BELTEO, RADIAL AND POWERPLV 
HUGE RAHGE OF SPECIALTY SIZES 


• OFF ROAD RACING TYRE SPECIALISTS 


DEBGAN 38 


> HAVING 12.5% DEEPER TREAD THAN MOST OTHER BRANDS 
MEANS MORE GRIP, MORE KILOMETRES AND MORE 
RESISTANCE TO DAMAGE 


. ...:’-'ALLS 

• 20% MORE RUBBER IN THE UPPER SIDEWALL REDUCES THE 
CHANCE or SIDEWALL DAMAGE. 

• THICKER SIDEWALLS MEANS MICKEY THOMPSON TYRES HAVE A HIGHER LOAD 
CAPACITY THAN MANY OTHER BRANDS. 


Sj .^;iOT:CT!ON 

- DEEP SIDEBITERS TAKE THE PUNISHMENT AND REDUCE SIDEWALL DAMAGE, 

« MICKEY THOMPSON'S STAND UP STRAIGHTER COMPARED TO OTHER BRANDS, 
WHICH MEANS THEY ARE LESS PRONE TO DAMAGE. 
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• SIPES * ALL SIPES ARE WITHIN THE TREAD BLOCK TO REDUCE CHIPPING AND TEARING. 

• MODERN TREAD PAHERN * LATEST DESIGNS HAVE HIGH VOLUME WATER CHANNELS TO 
CLEAR WATER QUICKLY. 

• THE SIPE SHAPE REDUCES TREAD SQUIRM FOR BETTER GRIP AND FASTER 
STEERING RESPONSE. 
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• 23* IS THE ULTIMATE ANGLE FOR CUTTING AND SELF CLEANING (USED ON PLOUGH 
BLADES, TRACTOR TYRES & RAZOR BLADES). 

• THIS MEANS YOU GET MAXIMUM TRACTION AND THE SAME LEVEL OF ROAD NOISE 
AS LESS AGGRESSIVE TYRES, 
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• A UNIQUE STEP DESIGN FOR CLIMBING OUT OF RUTS 

• POSITIONED TO PROTECT THE SIDEWALL FROM OFF ROAD DAMAGE, 



^ MICKEY THOMPSON TYRES HAVE THE WORLD^S LARGEST AND MOST DIVERSE 
RANGE OF 4X4 SIZES FROM 30” TO 54^ DIAMETERS AND 8” TO 19,5” WIDE! 
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JACO SAYS 


THE A-Z OF 
BRAAING 



I f you ask me I’d say that September 
isn’t a special month at all. Here in 
the Cape it usually means one of two 
things: One, the cold hasn’t really de- 
parted; and two, just as the warmer weather 
appears, so does the south-easter. 

Well, that’s if you disregard Braai Day. 

I have to congratulate Jan Braai with his 
initiative, because for years I’ve felt that we 
ought to formally recognise this important 
part of our heritage. 

That’s one of the reasons why we might 
as well call this issue the Braai Issue. 

Strangely enough, we’re not writing 
anything about braaiing meat itself - Lise 
Beyers has been doing a sterling job in that 
regard for the last couple of months. Rather, 
we decided to try and find the best braai 
wood and braai salt. It would probably be 
the equivalent of a rugby coach’s “prepara- 
tion” and “execution.” Because if your wood 
is feeble you’re going to struggle to braai, 
and if your seasoning isn’t up to scratch, it’s 
like knocking on the ball with an open try 
line in front of you. 

Gerrie got hold of eight bags of diverse 
woods from all over South Africa and put 
them through scientific tests. I doubt if any- 
one else has tried to do this before! 

Likewise, Charles, Evan and I got together 
one Friday to sample a selection of com- 
monly available braai salts and spices. And 
yes, we just had to include that perennial 
favourite, Aromat. That yellow stuff has been 
around for almost as long as Victor Matfield, 
but just like the long-serving Bulls lock for- 
ward, it still commands some respect. 

Evan set off for Lesotho in search of 
snow. He wasn’t 100% successful in this 
regard, but if you can accurately predict 
Lesotho’s weather, give me a call at the of- 
fice before I go and buy Lotto tickets again. 

For a change we have a nice Cape 
destination in the form of Charles’ visit to the 
beautiful Tankwa Karoo. A lot of Cape out- 


door lovers know this place, less than three 
hours’ drive from home, and if you ever 
come holidaying in the south, do yourself a 
favour and visit the Tankwa. 

Gerrie also attended the Koes Rally in 
Namibia. I went to the same event five years 
ago and it is interesting to see how much 
has changed through the years. And just for 
interest sake I have to mention that there are 
few places where Jagermeister tastes as 
good as on the stoep of the Koes Hotel late 
in the afternoon. 

And then our Bush doc, the trauma 
specialist Dr Jacques Malan, tells you all you 


need to know about motion sickness - also 
known as car or air sickness. It certainly isn’t 
a feel-good subject, but just as you ought 
to make sure you have the right braai wood 
and spices, you also need to make prepara- 
tions for this eventuality before you and your 
family head for the bush. 

So buckle up and hold on. Here we go. 



PHRASE OF THE MONTH 


COERT SMIT ON HIS NEW TOYOTA FORTUNER: 

S ^ I called her “VryStaat” because she’s like 
H I Free State rugby: Just when you feel like 
giving up, she surprises you with her best. 
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Contributors 


These two headed north 



EricTliorburn 

SANDWICH HARBOUR, p. 83 


Eric Thorburn visited Sandwich 
Harbour in Namibia and came back 
with a well-photographed story. 

Tell us about one of your best 
travel memories 

The time I hiked in the Himalayas 
with some friends and family must 
be one of my most unforgettable 
experiences. 

What’s your favourite place in 
the bush? 

A wilderness trail in iMfolozi. 


So you plan ahead? 

Very much so. The ideas and the 
planning are reasons why I love to 
travel to wild and wonderful places, 
and are just as important as the 
experience itself. 

Which destination in Southern 
Africa is high on your list? 

The Masai Mara, I’d like to see the 
wildebeest migration. 

Do you have a favourite 
travel writer? 

Not really a specific writer, no. 

I prefer travel and adventure 
magazines, such as go! and Drive 
Out, to name a few. 

What music do you listen to on 
the road? 

Light classics. 


What’s your number 1 travel tip? 

Do your homework - read up and 
ask questions. It all adds to the 
anticipation. 



Aimee Bishop 

DRIVE OUT’S SUB-EDITOR, AIMEE, WAS 
IN BOTSWANA AND NAMIBIA . 


Tell us about your route 

We took three days up and drove 
to Moremi via Namibia. We crossed 
into Botswana at the Mamuno 
border post and then just drove 
straight up to Moremi via Maun. 

Did you see lots of game? 

We saw a lot of wild dog, and even 
wild dog pups, and plenty of ellies. 


We hear you met a 
considerate baboon 

Yes! We made the mistake of thinking 
our camp site would be safe if we 
went on a game drive. A lone baboon 
decided to have some fun with our 
stuff, ripping some tent canvas. He 
took a liking to my very pink toiletry 
bag, but he unzipped it and left my 
pink shower gel in front of our tent for 
me before taking the bag up a tree. 

How were the roads? 

The gravel roads in Namibia were 
great. On Botswana’s tar roads, 
you always have to watch out for 
the donkeys and cattle, but the dirt 
road from Maun to Moremi was quite 
badly corrugated and had some 
serious dongas. 

And the weather? 

Wonderfully warm by day but very 
cold at night. Apparently, due to a 
cold front in Cape Town. 
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A BIG FRIGHT IN MABUA 


LATE VISITOR. Jan and his com- 
panions got such a fright when the 

leopard came into camp that no one . 

had time to grab a camera. I 

II 


i 

I 


Just as a previous article about lions 
in Mabua triggered memories for the 
Gous family from Benoni about their 
experience with leopards there “Spot- 
ted in Mabua” (Drive Out #90), so their 
letter reminded me of our experience 
a few years ago with a leopard in the 
same camp at the Mpayathutiwa pan. 
The difference is that our experience 
was a bit scarier, and could quickly 
have become a nightmare. Luckily, 
there was grace from above for us. We 
always thought that we were relatively 
alert when camping. But that day we 
were quickly brought down to earth. 

We were camping there for five 
nights. During the first night the leopard 
came into our camp. It was some 
time around midnight when my wife 
whispered that there was something 
outside the tent. The next morning we 
could see the leopard prints. 

The following evening, the fire was 
burning brightly. We were watching 
a spectacular sunset. At dusk, the 
women went to shower one by one. 
The tents were about 20 meters away 
from the showers, and it was still light. 


Usually we set a watchman by the show- 
ers, especially when it’s dark, but we let our 
guard down that evening. 

My sister Magriet took a small lantern 
with her to the shower. The men were at 
the fire, and our friend Helga was prepar- 
ing food at her tent. Helga suddenly said 
to Jan that Magriet was yelling about a 
leopard. Everyone jumped up and started 
looking about, but no one really knew 
where it was. Magriet shouted again, but 
now the calls were more urgent. Suddenly 
we realised they were coming from the 
direction of the shower. 

We used our flashlights to shine on 
the shower in the dark, and we saw that 
the leopard was inside it! But where was 
Magriet? The next minute we saw her flying 
into her tent - with eyes as big as saucers. 

After the initial shock, we watched the 
leopard drink and then begin to boister- 
ously play, just like a house cat would. She 
paid no attention to us at all. But the next 
moment she decided she’d played enough 
and charged at us. Like lightning everyone 
dived for their tents and vehicles 

Jan couldn’t get into his tent fast 
enough, because Magriet had already 


firmly closed it. He jumped into his 
Defender, not realising that all the 
windows were open. And a Defender’s 
windows don’t close quickly, especially 
when you’re looking over your shoulder 
for a leopard. Everything happened 
so fast that no one had time to grab 
a camera. The leopard sniffed around 
our camp and made herself comfort- 
able under the A-frame. I remembered 
my small camera in the tent and tried 
to take pictures of her, but didn’t get 
anything amazing. 

When the leopard left, everyone ten- 
tatively came out of their hiding spots. 
Magriet told us what happened. She 
had finished showering and was get- 
ting ready to walk back to camp. When 
she looked to the right with her lantern, 
she was staring right into the eyes of 
the leopard, about 4 meters away from 
her. She saw that the leopard was 
calm, and slowly began to step out the 
shower and move away from it, calling 
to us. As she moved away, the leopard 
stepped into the shower and drank the 
water. Apparently it was just waiting for 
her to finish so that it could get a drink. 

The next night, we were more alert 
and considerably closer to the camp. 
The next moment some of the women 
jumped into their tents because of two 
eyes shining in the bush. It turned out 
to be a jackal coming to visit. 

Two nights later two large male lions 
came through our camp, but this time 
we were ready, because we could hear 
them coming. The two lions were out 
on patrol and very focused. Needless 
to say that after this, we stood guard 
religiously when people showered - 
even during the day. 

We still do. We learnt in Mabua that 
you can never let your guard down. 

JAN WOLMARANS 
Bellville 
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THE SCOUNDREL ON YOUR CAMP SITE 


My friend Gert Coetzee and 
I have also had a run-in with 
camp scoundrels. In Mabua 
in April 2014, to be precise. 

I invited Gertjie (from Mey- 
erton) on a trip there after 
everything had been booked 
with much difficulty through 
Gabs. We spent the first 
night sleeping over at Mabua 
pan. The next day we had to 
drive back to the gate and 
we got back to our camp 
site in the late afternoon. 
What did we find there? A 
big oaf with his dome tent pitched under the A-frame. He 
was sitting calmly on a camp chair with a brandy in his hand 
- on our booked site! We confronted him and his reaction 
was: “Sort it out with the camp staff, they said that I could 
camp here.” Gert offered to go sort it out at the gate. I went 
with him, and the story at the gate was that they had made a 
double booking, and I accepted their explanation. 

Gert was much more stubborn about it than me. Back 
at the camp, he put his foot down and said “This is our 
camp site and this guy must move!” He explained this to the 
invader in no uncertain terms, and we turned and drove back 
once again to the office. Now Gert was in control and he told 
the staff exactly how matters stood and that we did not want 
that guy on our camp site. 

We drove back again to the women at camp and drank a 
lekker cold beer. Shortly after this, the lout came back, ac- 
companied by some of the staff, and began to take down his 
tent to go find another place to camp! 

What is the moral of the story? Don’t let camp scoundrel’s 
get away with their behaviour! Do your homework, and if 
neccesary, go through the difficulties of booking a place, 
even if us campers don’t always want to be tied down. 

JAN STEENKAMP 
Modder River, Northern Cape 



BAD ETIQUETTE 
IN THE BAVIAANS 

I read with interest the article on camp etiquette (Drive 
Out #91). When reading the article “A Different view of 
Baviaans” I was shocked to read that Theresa pours 
water over rock art to get a better view. Clearly they 
don’t know the etiquette of viewing rock art. One of the 
quickest ways to destroy it is by wetting it so that it be- 
comes more visible. I find this behaviour as unaccepta- 
ble, if not as reprehensible, as any of those discussed 
in the article on camp etiquette. It is little wonder that 
land owners are reluctant to share the locations of rock 
art when people display this kind of behaviour. 

DES MUNRO 
Sedgefield 
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GOOD SAMARITANS IN NAMIBIA 


In May, the six Van Dijks (three broth- 
ers, a sister and two spouses) had the 
privilege to experience the charity of 
Namibians. We were on our way to our 
Bhejane Desert Rivers of Kaokoland tour 
when we were struck by bad luck. 

On the Sunday we were about 1 0 km 
west of Gobabis, on route to Wind- 
hoek, when our brother-in-law Johan’s 
Fortuner lost a wheel, while travelling 
at 120 km/h. Luckily he could bring the 
Fortuner to a standstill on three wheels. 
The back left wheel ran off into the veld, 
over a train track and came to a stand- 
still at a wire fence. I decided to go and 
find help at a Toyota garage in Gobabis. 

The emergency number on the 
window just went to voicemail. We went 
to ask for advice at the guest house 
where we had stayed the previous night, 
and Kobus and Sheryl called everyone 
they knew. Eventually they tracked 
down Jaco Redelinghuys of Toyota 
Gobabis, who promised that someone 
was on their way to the garage. They 
also phoned Pottie of Potties Towing, in 
order to send a tow truck. 


We barely got back to the three-legged 
Fortuner when Pottie’s son Dawie arrived 
and very calmly assessed the damage, 
shaking his head. Then Pottie himself ar- 
rived with the flatbed truck and, taking out 
his high-lift jack, had the Fortuner back on 
four wheels, with two bolts on the crippled 
one. Dawie carefully fastened the Fortuner 
on the back of the flatbed truck and Pottie 
took it back to Gobabis. 

At the garage, Jacques and Rudolf were 
waiting for us. Rudolf told us that there was 
more damage than what they had initially 
thought, and they didn’t have the parts in 
stock. They would only arrive on Wednes- 
day - which was the same day our tour 
was to begin. 

We started (on a Sunday!) to look for a 
vehicle to hire and found Johan Thuynsma 
of Camel 4x4 hiring. He could help. Dawie 
offered to take the stranded passengers 
and all their baggage to Windhoek! There 
we were welcomed with typical Namib- 
ian hospitality. We were asked about the 
accident and given a brand new Toyota 
Hilux 4x4 bakkie, with raised suspension 
and with big, thick, off-road tyres. Johan 


doesn’t usually hire out his bakkies for 
Van Zyl’s Pass and Purros, because 
people, especially foreigners, don’t 
know much about rock and sand driv- 
ing. But Ouboet explained to him that 
we weren’t planning on damaging the 
other vehicles we were driving with, 
and that his brother was a careful and 
responsible driver. Besides, we were 
driving with a proper, experienced guide 
from Bhejane. Thus his bakkie was in 
good hands. Johan was satisfied with 
this explanation and even gave us a 
bunch of delicious game droewors. 

From there we were on our way to 
Otjiwarongo, with a warning from Johan 
to be on the lookout for warthogs - they 
like to wander onto the roads at dusk. 

All’s well that ends well! We had two 
wonderful days at Okaukuejo before we 
met up with the Bhejane tour group at 
Kamanjab, ready for action. We’re glad 
that we learned there are still people out 
there who care about others. 

MARTHELLA VAN DIJK 
Pretoria 


. . . AND MORE DO-GOODERS 

You get helpful and warm-hearted people 
in Botswana. We were there in May this 
year with our friends Johan and Else de 
Villiers on our annual tour to our neighbour- 
ing countries. 

We booked a place at Mabuasehube 
and stopped on the road between Sekomo 
and Werda for something to eat. Suddenly 
the Disco 3 smelled like something burnt. 


We suspected that it was the alternator. 

We were standing, hopelessly looking at 
the open engine when a Good Samaritan 
in a BMW stopped next to us. We were 
greatly surprised when the owner of Se- 
komo’s fuel depot offered to help. 

Stefan Eloff immediately confirmed that 
the alternator had burned out. While he 
arranged for the part to be delivered from 
Gaborone via taxi, he allowed us to spend 


the night camping under the camel thorn 
trees in his garden. The part arrived the 
next day and his two workmen replaced it 
for us then and there. We could sleep that 
same night in Mabua. 

How can we ever thank Stefan and Adri 
Eloff enough? 

HENNIE & RIA STEYN 
Hoedspruit 
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BUSH BULLETIN 


SEND CLUB NEWS, DIARY DATES, TIPS, INDUSTRY NEWS 
AND WHATEVER ELSE YOU THINK MIGHT INTEREST 
OTHER 4X4 ENTHUSIASTS TO: EDITOR@>DRIVEOUT.CO.ZA 


Ranger snapping at the 
heels of the Hilux 


The Ford Ranger has been the 
top selling model for three con- 
secutive months - April, May 
and June - across all vehicle 
segments in South Africa. The 
bakkie outsold the Toyota Hi- 
lux, its closest rival, which had 
been the top seller in February 
and March and the overall best 
selling vehicle of 2014. 

However, Toyota still holds 
the crown as the overall month 
to month best selling brand 
since the start of the year, 
according to statistics from 
the National Association of 
Automobile Manufacturers of 


South Africa (Naamsa). 

The second and third places 
alternate each month between 
Ford and Volkswagen. 

Toyota, Lexus and Hino all 
recently received gold awards 
at the National Automobile 
Dealers Association’s (Nada) 
annual Dealer Satisfaction In- 
dex Awards. Dealerships rated 
Toyota as the overall winner 
in the category for passenger 
and light commercial vehicles. 
Nada has been rating South 
African dealerships’ satisfac- 
tion with automotive brands 
since 2003. 


BRIGHT IDEA 


Leather to the rescue 


We recently undertook 
a 31 day, 8000 km long 
tour through Angola and 
Namibia. Just before Epupa 
Falls in Namibia my front 
brakes failed. 

I bought a raw piece 
of leather from a Himba 
woman, cut it to the correct 
size and stuck it onto the 
steel brake pad. 

That piece of leather 
lasted over Van Zyl’s Pass, 


through Kaokoland and 
onwards to Sesfontein. It 
was a whole 595 km! In 
Sesfontein I replaced it with 
another piece to reach Hen- 
tiesbaai where I could finally 
repair the brakes. 

It was a smart idea that 
saved our behinds in the 
bundu! 

JOHAN VAN DER 
MERWE, 
Langebaan 



Johan used a raw piece of leather to do emergency repairs to his bakkie’s 
brakes. 



TOYOTA 


Do you own a 
Toyota Fortuner? 



WANT TO HE 
YOUR STORY! 


Have you been on exciting adventures 
or to interesting places in your 
Fortuner? If you can answer “yes” 
to the above, send us your story 
for inclusion in our Toyota Fortuner 
#TellBetterStories series. 


This is what we need 
from you; 

A story of between 600 and 
1000 words where you tell 
us more about your Fortuner. 
Please write it in story 
form, and not short, cryptic 
telegram-style language. 

We also need a minimum of 
four photos of your Fortuner 
in action, plus pictures of 
you/your whole family with 
the Fortuner. Photos must 
be high-resolution. You are 
welcome to send more than 
four photos. 

Tips on how to write 
your “My Fortuner and 
I” story in a jiffy; 

1 . How long have you had 
your Fortuner? 

2. What do you think makes 
a Fortuner better? 

3. Tell us more about how 
you bought the Fortuner 
- is it new or second 
hand? Did any funny or 
interesting things happen 
while purchasing it? 

4. How did it feel the first 
time you got into your 
Fortuner? 

5. What have you had done 


FORTUMSR. 


#TellBetter5tories 


to your Fortuner? Tell us 
about all the modifications 
and why you made them. 

6. Where have you been 
with your Fortuner? What 
were the best destinations 
you’ve travelled to? Tell 
us more about these trips. 
How far did you drive? 
What did you experience 
there? How did the 
Fortuner cope? Were there 
any funny events that 
occurred? 

7. Does your Fortuner have 
a name? How was that 
chosen? 

Tell us more about 
yourself in a separate 
paragraph with the 
following important 
information; 

1 . Name and surname 

2. Where do you live? 

3. What is your occupation? 

4. What is the odometer 
reading on your Fortuner, 
and if you bought it 
second hand, how many 
km have you done? 

5. What specific model of 
Fortuner do you drive? 
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Send your story and photos via e-mail to editor@driveout.co.za 
and mark it clearly as #TellBetterStories. 
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^DESIGNED IN AlfSIRAUA BY 
^RONMAN 4X4, AND SOLD IN 
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mily Owned Australian Company \ 
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•;EWy bar is tested Iv ^ 

' For ADR and Air^^tmmli^ce and compa tibility 

V^Made from tfi&mgnSPquality of SPHCoil 
and pickled steel (not mild steel) 

For maximum strength and rust resistance 

• All bars are CNC Laser cut, bent and welded 

For optimum accuracy and finish 

• Airbag compatible 

tronman 4x4 designed and engineered 

• Winch compatible 

Unique mount cradle removes excess weight from the bar 

• Powdercoated using AKZO NOBEL powder 

AIbws, thicker, smoother and more durable coating 


de to 1 

Toyota Landcniiser i •' 

2()CI7+,7S Troop Cafrier2007-K, 0 
D/Csb 11/2012+, 79 2007+, 200 2008+; 


For your nearest distributor call +27 11 634 7600 

www.ironman4x4.co.za 
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BULL RUN 2015 



The resurrection of 

OOMPIE PIET 


This Ford Fordor is more than just a dirty Joke - it’s a 
beast ready to chomp down on its competitors. 


F our guys with agricul- 
tural backgrounds, Jan 
Geldenhuys, Hannes 
van Rensburg, Johan 
Koekemoer and Karl Markrann, 
are bringing a unique car to 
this year’s Bull Run. And as 
befits any interesting vehicle, 
this one’s story starts in a store 
room on a farm. 

What vehicle are you bring- 
ing to the Bull Run? 

We are coming in a 1 949 Ford 
Fordor sedan. These cars were 
the first series of new models 
released after the Second 
World War. The 1 946 to 1 948 


models were based on cars 
from before the war. It has a 
3,9 litre Flathead V8-low revving 
engine. I had it restored last year 
especially for the Bull Run. 

Where did you find this car? 

In the early 1970’s my brother 
bought the car from my 
grandfather’s estate with the 
idea that he would play around 
with it on the farm. After my 
brother’s death in 1 984 I 
inherited the Ford. Since then 
It has been sitting in a store 
room for 30 years. I spent about 
R1 1 000 to get the Ford in 
working condition and make it 


roadworthy again for the rally. 

Does the Ford have a 
nickname? 

Yes, we call it Oompie Piet, for 
two reasons: Firstly, my grandfa- 
ther’s brother was named Piet 
Geldenhuys. And secondly, 
there is an old Afrikaans joke 
about Oompie Piet, “Die dis- 
selboom van Potchefstroonn” . 
But that joke is way to dirty to 
tell in public! 

What is your theme? 

“Eishkom.” We are going take 
the mickey out of Eskom and 
the current electricity crisis. 


What made you decide to 
take part? 

I read about the Bull Run in 
Drive Out. This year my vehicle 
was finally mechanically sound 
enough to get to the event in 
Vosburg. 

What's under the hood? 

When I inherited the Ford, it al- 
ready had an alternator installed. 
We have since replaced the 
brakes and put in a new exhaust 
system and shocks. Bridge- 
stone was kind enough (thanks 
to my team mate Hannes van 
Rensburg) to sponsor a new 
set of tyres for the Ford. If I had 
to take a guess. I’d say the car 
gets about 6 kilometres per litre. 
But I haven’t measured it yet. 

It drives so iekker that it’s still a 
bargain. 

How are you getting to 
Vosburg and who's coming 
with you? 

We are leaving the Wednesday 
before the event from Lichten- 
burg and travelling via Kimberly. 
We are driving in a convoy with 
at least three support vehicles. 
Oompie Piet is a senior citizen 
so we are planning to sleep over 
en route. Apart from the four of 
our team members there are at 
least three supporters, amongst 
whom is my wife Deirdre and 
Hannes’ wife, Ina. But the group 
might grow as news spreads 
that we are taking part in the 
Bull Run. That’s the way things 
go in small towns. 

What are you iooking 
forward to most? 

We are most looking forward to 
the regulated rally. We are driv- 
ing an old vehicle, but we can 
still show the other guys a thing 
or two. The Ford Fordor is still 
a beast. 

Will you try and win? 

We are actually just coming 
to the Bull Run to enjoy the 
whole weekend. Fun is the main 
reason for participating and 
competition comes second. 

And of course we want to show 
off with the old man! ^ 
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I 4X4 EXPERT 


BYMICVANZYL 


s with the majority 
of 4x4 equipment, 
it’s easy to be 
overwhelmed by all 
the information and advertising 
hype surrounding different tyre 
types and brands. 

I was perplexed recently 
about what tyres to fit to my 
FJ Cruiser when they needed 
replacing. I spent an inordinate 
amount of time investigating, 
comparing and speaking to 
four-wheel drive owners, tyre 
merchants and 4x4 experts. 

In the end, I was no closer to 
making an informed decision. 


I did come to one conclusion 
though. There’s a lot of opinion 
out there based on very little 
evidence. Furthermore, you can 
get both good and bad ratings 
for just about every brand and 
tyre model on the market. 

Eeny, meeny, miny, moe... 

There’s a string of AWD and 
four-wheel drive vehicles 
around, and several types of 
tyres for them. The impor- 
tant thing to consider is their 
intended purpose: highway- 
biased tyres for mom’s SUV 
that’s used for school runs. 



high performance highway 
tyres for big, fast luxury SUVs, 
all-terrain tyres that are good 
for most surfaces (but slightly 
compromised), tyres for rock 
climbing, tyres for mud and 
snow, tyres with extra plies for 
puncture resistance, the list 
goes on and on. 

More than one tyre merchant 
confirmed something I had sus- 
pected: Far too many people 


base their tyre purchase on the 
wrong reasons. 

Big, aggressive mud tyres 
certainly look impressive on 
a lifted 4x4. But while they 
are great in mud and snow, 
handling will be severely com- 
promised at high speeds on a 
highway in wet conditions. If 
you drive mostly in town and on 
the highway, with a bit of gravel 
over weekends and holidays, 
these tyres are not for you. 

Another problem is buying 
cheap tyres. Good tyres cost a 
lot of money, but they are the 
very last things that you can 
afford skimp on. People forget 
what an important role tyres 
play in driving safely. Compro- 
mising on that just isn’t worth it. 

And the winner is... 

Working for a four-wheel drive 
company, my FJ is kitted out 
with all our gear. Though I’m 
saddened to admit that I don’t 
go off- road as often as I’d like 
to anymore. I spend a lot of 
time on the road visiting deal- 
ers. And a lifted, kitted out 4x4 
needs all the help it can get in 
the handling department. 

I am, however, very fortunate 
not to have to pay for the tyres 
myself, so tread life isn’t such a 
huge consideration for me. My 
most important criterion for tyre 
choice is wet weather handling 
and resistance to aquaplaning. 

So, after some careful con- 
sideration, I made my choice. I 
eventually got a set of all-terrain 
tyres from a leading tyre com- 
pany, since they ticked all the 
above boxes and suited my 
needs perfectly. 

I had explained to people 
what I needed and fitted the 
tyre that got the best feedback 
from the most people that I 
spoke to on the topic. I suggest 
you try the same when choos- 
ing tyres. It’s important to pur- 
chase the correct tyre for the 
right reason, and always keep 
safety in mind. ^ 


Mic van Zyl is the general manager of Ironman 4x4 Africa, the sole 
importer and distributor of Ironman 4x4 products. 

^ www.ironman4x4.co.za 



Which is tfffeT 

RIGHT TYRE 
FOR YOU? 
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AND THE GAME 


If you’re too focused on one obstacle, you could forget about 
everything else. And the penalty for that may be buckled vehicles 
and broken bones, warns ALAN GOODWAY. 


arget fixation, also 
known as white-line 
fever, is a big issue 
when driving off-road. 

It happens when your brain 
is focused so intently on one 
object that you become less 
aware of other obstacles and 
hazards around you. 

Target fixation can cause 
collisions, and a lot of rear-end 
crashes happen this way: The 
driver’s eyes lock onto the red 
brake lights of the vehicle in 
front. They become so focused 
on it that they panic, completely 
forget to avoid the object and 
slam into it. 

Fixing your fixation 

Drivers need to develop a 
constantly adaptive mental 
image of the surrounding 
environment, especially when 
travelling on gravel roads. 

It’s normal for a vehicle to 
lose traction and move around 


on gravel, especially at speed. 
Thus, the need to be aware of 
the surroundings - turns and 
camber, dips, potholes and 
washouts - is vital. 

Don’t just concentrate on the 
20 metres ahead of your vehicle. 
A driver must see the “bigger 
picture” - the whole road ahead 
and its surrounds. 

In Africa, animals wander 
on and off the road, especially 


around water, so it’s important 
to mentally plan an escape 
route around any possible 
trouble in your way. 

Big trees on the side of the 
road and oncoming trucks also 
require mental notation. While 
the tree won’t move, it could 
be in your way if you need to 
swerve for something else. A 
truck, on the other hand, is 
a moving obstacle that you 


need to monitor. If it suddenly 
swerves into your path, you 
need to have an escape route 
planned already. 

But don’t fixate on the 
truck either. This is especially 
important at night, when our 
vision is greatly reduced and a 
set of headlights becomes the 
most easily available target. 

Driving on difficult, rocky 
terrain is the same. If you focus 
too intently on each individual 
rock, you can’t develop a 
rhythm for the course and 
anticipate the best line of travel. 
Then you end up bouncing from 
one obstacle to the next, and 
sometimes even crash into that 
rock, at great expense! 

Smooth sailing 

Once you’ve developed this 
ability, the journey becomes 
smoother and safer. Anticipation 
and forward planning lets you 
make the necessary judgments 
to deal with surprises. 

It may sound tiring, but it’s 
actually a better and more 
relaxing way to travel. Target 
fixation is stressful and makes 
you focus on negative imagery. 
But by developing a keen 
sense of your route and the 
environment, you will begin to 
understand and control it. Then 
you can relax that white-knuckle 
grip on the steering wheel and 
enjoy the ride. 

Whether you drive in tight 
traffic, on long back roads or 
over rocky four-wheel drive 
tracks, the art of seeking out 
positive, rather than negative, 
targets will help make you a 
better driver. ^ 


Dates: Basic Course 

Gauteng 

KZN 

Western Cape 

September 2015 

2 & 6 Sep 


19 & 20 Sep 

October 2015 

21 & 25 Oct 

24 & 25 Oct 


November 2015 

25 & 29 Nov 


21 & 22 Nov 

December 2015 

2 & 6 Dec 

12 & 13 Dec 



For queries and bookings, call Alan on (D 082 603 8321 or e-mail ^ 4x4offroad@mweb.co.za. 


In Gauteng, courses are offered at Leriba Lodge in Centurion (theory) and Kungwini 4x4 near Bronkhorstspruit (practical). 

In the Western Cape, the theory and practical are covered in one weekend at Bowtime in Brackenfell and Welgelegen 4x4 
near Stellenbosch. In KwaZulu-Natal, it all happens at the Highstakes 4x4 facility in the Shongweni Valley. 
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THE LEVEL 1 COURSE is a definite must-do for 
newbies, covering: 

• Introduction to 4x4 vehicle and vehicle dimensions 

• Safety Equipment and usage 

• Basic Recovery Equipment Identification 

• Preparing a vehicle for off-road driving 

• Drive Train, Suspension, Locks & Hubs 

• Vehicle Preparation (Internally and Externally) 

• Assessing & Driving Obstacles (plus obstacle failure recovery) 
LEVEL 1 TRAINING COSTS 

R1 750 per person (Group Training I 6 - 10 iearners) 

R3650 per person (1-on-1 Training) 

THE LEVEL 2 TRAINING requires more experience. 
To quaiify for this Certificate of Competence, the Levei 
1 training must be successfuily completed. 

THE COURSE TYPICALLY COVERS 

• A recap of Level 1 

• Emergency Equipment, including Recovery Equipment Identifi- 
cation & Usage 

• Radio Communication & Correct Radio procedures 

• Hand Signals (Guiding and Winching) 

• Brake Track and Sway Track techniques 

• Advanced Obstacle Driving & Guiding 

• Vehicle & People Safety in recovery & Vehicle Recovery points 

• Tyre Repair, Tyre Changing Fundamentals & Safety 

• Jacking and Winching (including a variety of jacks & winching 
techniques) 

• Use of Drag Chains and Recovery Straps (identification, usage 
& safety) 

• Recovery Ropes & Snatching (usage, safety and care) 

• Sand Recovery, Water Recovery, Night Recovery and/or Mud 
Recovery (Dependent on terrain and availability) 

LEVEL 2 TRAINING COSTS 

R2750 per person (Group Training 16-10 iearners) 

R4650 per person (1-on-1 Training) 


THE DRIVE OUT 4X4 ACADEMY IS ONE OF THE 
BEST AT DELIVERING QUALITY, PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING. With guidance from Aian Goodway and 
facilities in Cape Town, Johannesburg and Durban, the 
Drive Out Academy has equipped hundreds of learners 
across South Africa. As an accredited qualification, this 
course will make you a better, safer 4x4 driver. 


WHY TETA ACCREDITED 
TRAINING IS BEHER 

There are currently 2 Unit Standards applicable. SAQA U/S 254135: 

Apply techniques for operating 4WD vehicles in on-road and 
off-road conditions and SAQA U/S 2541 54: Apply advanced 
techniques for operating 4WD vehicles in on-road and off-road 
conditions (Vehicle Recovery) 

THERE ARE TWO COURSE 
COMPONENTS 

■ THEORY: 

Taught in a classroom environment, one evening in the 
week (in GP only-weekend in regions). The theory concludes 
with a written test and homework assignment. 

■ PRACTICAL: 

This takes place on an accredited obstacle course with 1 2 
obstacle types, and concludes with a performance assessment, 
based on the Unit Standard Requirements. Results are submitted 
to TETA for moderation. 


DRIVE OUT 4X4 ACADEMY 

ACCREDITED TRAINING 


FOR QUERIES AND BOOKINGS call Alan on (s 082 603 8321 or e-mail ^ 4x4offroad@mweb.co.za 




WHAT ARE THEY REALLY FOR? 

Some guys think that a snorkel turns your 4x4 into a submarine, others insist it's 
oniy cosmetic. Charles Thompson found out what a snorkei actually does. 


L ike so many other 
inventions, snorkels 
were originally designed 
for use in warfare. The 
first types of vehicles to use 
snorkels were army tanks. In 
order to drive through deep 
water these tanks used a 
longer air intake with a filter on 
top. Then a bunch of brains 
in Australia decided to adapt 
the technology and designed a 
snorkel for 4x4s. 


How does it work? 

A normal air intake sits 
inside the engine bay, usu- 
ally above one of the wheel 
arches. A snorkel is basically 
just an extension of this pipe. 
However, it goes outside the 
engine bay through a hole in 
the body instead. Then it’s fit- 
ted high against the outside of 
your vehicle, usually at the front 
by the A-pillar. 

But don’t think it means that 


your engine can go diving. 
“People think a snorkel means 
you can now drive through 
any river crossing,” says Mic 
van Zyl, general manager at 
Ironman 4x4. “But if you want 
to do that, you actually need to 
seal a lot of other components 
in your engine.” 

He says a snorkel will help to 
prevent your engine from swal- 
lowing water through the air 
intake, but a snorkel won’t stop 


water from getting into your 
engine completely. 

According to Mic, the pri- 
mary purpose of a snorkel is, in 
fact, to keep dust and dirt out 
of your engine. 

“Have a look at the amount 
of dust in your wheel arches 
after a section of dirt road. Now 
you can just imagine how much 
dust gets into your engine bay 
when you drive. 

“By lifting the air intake high 
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above the engine and wheels, 
you keep a lot of dust out. That 
means your air filter won’t clog 
up so quickly. If your engine 
struggles to take air in, it works 
harder. And if it works harder, it 
uses more fuel.” 

Paul van Pletzen, a mechani- 
cal engineer and 4x4 enthu- 
siast, agrees that the main 
purpose of a snorkel is cleaner 
air. “The cleaner the air that 
goes into the snorkel, the bet- 
ter it is for the engine.” 

He agrees with Mic. “The 
story about snorkels allow- 
ing you to drive through deep 
water is a gimmick. If you really 
want to drive through rivers, 
you have to seal your entire 
engine, especially the electron- 
ics. A snorkel simply prevents 
water from getting in through 
the air intake.” 

Keeping it cool 

Another advantage of a snor- 
kel, says Paul, is the tem- 
perature of the air that reaches 
the engine through it. The air 
around a standard intake in the 
engine bay can get pretty hot, 
especially if you’ve been driving 
up and down the dunes all day 
in low range. The air coming in 
through the snorkel is further 
away from the engine’s heat. 

“Cool air has a higher density 
than hot air, and the denser the 
air, the more oxygen it carries. 
So the cool air through the 
snorkel gives you better com- 
bustion and therefore better 
consumption,” he explains. 

Mic says Ironman tested this 
correlation in some experi- 
ments in Australia. First, they 
drove a 3,2 litre Ford Ranger 
over a measured distance and 
time without a snorkel, while 
technicians monitored the air 
pressure and temperature. 

Then they did the same using 
a Ranger with a snorkel. The 
result: The air temperature is 
3-5 °C cooler at the snorkel’s 
intake than the standard intake 
in the engine bay. 

The temperature of the air 
that reaches your engine will 
have an impact on its perfor- 
mance. On a hot day in the 


On a hot day in 
the duneSy 3-5 
can make a few 
kilowatts ^ difference. 



BRAIN DRAIN. Drainage gaps in the snorkel head allow the water that enters 
during rain to escape. 



PASSING THROUGH. The air that enters at the top of the snorkel reaches the 
engine’s air intake chamber through this coupling (next to the arrow). 


A MASK FOR YOUR SNORKEL 


When driving through dense, high grass, consider putting a thin 
stocking over the snorkel’s intake. It will keep a lot of grass and seeds 
out of the system. 


dunes, 3-5 °C could make a 
few kilowatts’ difference. 

Things that go bump 

Paul says a snorkel could also 
increase the temperature of 
the air that runs through it. This 
is because a snorkel creates 
more friction between the air 
molecules. And when these 
molecules bump against each 
other, it creates heat. 

“You have to keep four things 
in mind: The distance the air 
has to travel to the engine, the 
amount of air in the pipe, the 
bends in the pipe and the inner 
surface of the pipe.” 

You get two types of air flow, 
the engineer explains - laminar 
and turbulent. Laminar flow is 
when the air travels in a straight 
line, “almost like people walking 
into a train station in a row.” 
Turbulent flow is when the air 
flows in a disorderly, swirling 
fashion, almost like people try- 
ing to run through the platform 
gates from every direction. 

“The air outside gets dis- 
rupted by the movement of the 
vehicle. Air that was travelling 
horizontally is suddenly forced 
to travel vertically down a pipe. 
This causes turbulence. Now 
the air has to travel down the 
pipe and around a few bends. 
And if the inner surface is dirty 
or a bit coarse, the air flow is 
disrupted further. All these fac- 
tors cause friction.” 

But the amount of friction 
created in this process is negli- 
gible, he says. And the advan- 
tage of the cool air reaching the 
engine from outside the bay far 
outweighs the slight increase 
in air temperature through the 
pipe delivering it. 

Ironman ’s Ranger tests also 
indicated this. The temperature 
of the air reaching the turbo’s 
intake through the snorkel 
was slightly higher than the air 
delivered through the standard 
intake. But this was after a 
short drive while the engines 
were still cool. 

Headwind or tailwind? 

If you’ve ever driven in convoy 
on a dirt road, you’ll know 
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HOT TOPIC SNORKELS 




HEAD GAMES. The snorkels’s direction doesn’t affect performance, so you can 
turn it backwards to prevent clogging, when, for instance, driving in heavy snow. 


how much dust a bunch of 
4x4s can kick up. A snorkel’s 
intake usually points forward, 
but some drivers turn it around 
when they drive through dust 
or grassy plains so that it 
points away from the dust or 
seeds flying through the air. But 
could this make your snorkel 
less efficient because it will 
struggle to take air in? 

Paul says the slight advan- 
tage you gain from the ram- 
ming effect, which is when air 
gets “rammed” into a snorkel 
pointing forward, is minimal. 

Mic agrees. 

“I turned my snorkel’s head 
around on my last trip to 
Lesotho to keep the snow out, 
and I’ve actually forgotten it 
was turned the other way!” 

He recommends that you 
keep it in the standard position 
and only turn it around when 
it’s absolutely necessary, e.g. in 
heavy snow. But, he says, the 


position of the head doesn’t 
have any noticeable impact on 
engine performance. 

“The ramming effect people 
talk about probably makes 
a slight difference, but not 
enough to feel it.” 

Sold down river 

Paul drives an old Pajero and 
says he’s done lots of research 
on buying a snorkel for his 
long trips. “But all the guys I’ve 
spoken to on forums and the 
internet say the same thing - if 
you want to cross a river, buy 
a boat! I’ve taken a 380km 
detour not to cross a river, but 
I’d rather do that again than 
drive through deep water.” 

“I see some guys going in 
until almost nothing but the 
snorkel sticks out, but I’m sure 
the other components in their 
engines are also sealed. A 
snorkel alone is only there to 
give you cleaner, cooler air.” ^ 
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Grabber AT is the all-terrain 
tyre from General Tire. It 
delivers powerful traction 
and excellent handling, 
both off and on the road. 

The Grabber's robust construction 
protects it against tread and sidewall 
damage. The technology used in 
the Grabber AT ensures comfortable 
handling, in combination with high 
mileage. The compound and the 
tread pattern were developed 
with the focus on greater safety 
off-road and on tarmac. The braking 
performance on wet roads - and 
the noise reduction in particular 
- have been improved. This makes 
the Grabber AT an excellent tyre 
for off-road and on-road use. 


1 ^ ^ ^ 

f ; / / J 





AVAILABLE AT: 



BesfOr/Ve 


www.continental.co.za 


GENERAL TIRE 








BUSH DOC 


BY DR JACQUES MALAN 



MOTION SICKNESS 

STOP IT IN ITS TRACKS 

Hanging out the bakkie window ail the way to Moremi is nobody’s idea of a fun hoiiday. 

DR JACQUES MALAN expiains what causes motion sickness and how you can avoid it, 
or at ieast treat it, when the floodgates open. 
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Motion sickness is 
thought to occur 
when there^s a 
conflict between what your 
eyes see and what your inner 
ears sense. 


M otion sickness, 

sonrietimes referred 
to as car or sea 
sickness, is a very 
comnnon disturbance of the 
inner ear caused by repeated 
motion. Anyone can develop 
motion sickness, but since 
some people are more sensitive 
to movement than others, they 
are more likely to get car sick. 

Motion sickness most 
commonly affects children 
between 2 and 1 2 years of 
age, pregnant women and 
people who are prone to 
migraines. You see it often in 
people hanging over the sides 
of ships or boats, especially 
in choppy waters, but motion 
sickness can also develop from 
the movement of a car or from 
turbulence in an aeroplane, 
also usually in stormy, turbulent 
weather. 

What causes motion 
sickness? 

Motion sickness is thought to 
occur when there’s a conflict 
between what your eyes see 
and what your inner ears, which 
help with balance, sense. 

As you move around, your 
brain holds details about where 
you are and how you are 
moving. It constantly updates 
this with information from your 
eyes and vestibular system - a 
network of nerves, channels 


KNOW YOUR ENEMY 


Being able to recognise the 
symptoms of motion sick- 
ness could be the differ- 
ence between messing up 
your car seats and pulling 
over in time. If you show 
one or more of the follow- 
ing signs, ask the driver to 
pull over: 

• A hollowness in your 
stomach (“that sinking 
feeling”) 

• Cold, clammy and 
generally unwell 

• Nausea 

• Dizziness 

• Unusual sweating 


and fluids in your inner ear 
which gives your brain a sense 
of motion and balance. 

If there’s a mismatch of 
information between these two 
systems, your brain struggles 
to figure out if you’re moving or 
standing still, and even if it does 


realise you’re moving, it often 
can’t compute how fast you’re 
going. The resulting confusion 
could then lead to symptoms 
of motion sickness, such as 
nausea and vomiting. 

Let’s take the example 
of sitting in a car. Your eyes 


are telling your brain that 
you’re travelling at a speed of 
120 km/h, but your vestibular 
system is sending it information 
that you’re sitting still. This 
conflicting information could 
send your brain into a tail spin. 
And then you end up feeding 
the flowers. 

Keep this in your 
medicai kit 

There are two types of 
medication when it comes to 
motion sickness - those that 
prevent it and those that relieve 
the symptoms. Keep both in 
your medical kit, but check 
with your doctor before using 
any of them. Some medication 
for motion sickness makes 
you drowsy, others can cause 
blurred vision and some of them 
just don’t work. 

Preventative medicines: 

1. Anticholinergic agents - 

for example Scopolamine. You 
can find this in patch or tablet 
form, but both have significant 
side effects like dizziness, 
drowsiness, or blurred vision. 

2. Antihistamines - for 
example Cinnarizine (found in 
Stugeron) and Promethazine 
(in Phenergan). Cinnarizine is a 
widely prescribed medicine that 
has to be taken 1 hour before 
departure. But don’t drive after 
you’ve taken this! It can make 
you extremely drowsy. 

Symptom-relieving medicine: 

1. Odansetron - this is good 
for nausea and vomiting caused 
by motion sickness but doesn’t 
prevent it. 

2. Maxolon (Metoclopramide) 

- this medicine helps to move 
food through your digestive 
system more quickly. And that 
helps stop you from feeling sick. 

3. Ginger - many people 
believe in ginger as a natural 
remedy for stomach ailments. 

Its effectiveness hasn’t been 
proven scientifically but some 
people swear by it. 

And lastly, take along some 
sickness bags. It’s better than 
using your Toyota cap! ^ 


GO WITH THE FLOW 


You can’t always stop motion sickness, but the following tips can 
help you prevent or at least lessen its severity when it does happen. 
Try these tips before and while you travel. 


I Eat right. If you know you’re going to be travelling in a vehicle, 
plane or boat, watch what you eat and drink the night before 
(and during the trip). 

Don’t drink too much alcohol and stay away from foods and drinks 
that generally don’t agree with you or make you feel unusually full. 
Heavy, spicy or fatty foods could mess with your stomach before 
a journey even starts and makes motion sickness worse in some 
people. 


2 Get fresh air. Open a vent or source of fresh air whenever pos- 
sible and avoid strong food odours in the vehicle - it could help 
prevent nausea. If you’re on a boat, don’t sit close to the outboard 
motors where the fumes are strong. 


3 Position yourseif. Try to choose a seat where you’ll experience 
the least motion. The middle of an aeroplane, over the wings, 
is the calmest area on the plane. On a ship, those in the lower level 
cabins near the centre of the ship are usually more stable than 
those in higher or outer cabins. 

Don’t sit facing backwards from your direction of travel and sit in 
the front seat of a car whenever possible. 


4 Watch where you look. Don’t read while travelling if you’re 
prone to motion sickness. And when traveling by car or boat, it 
can sometimes help to keep your gaze fixed on the horizon or on a 
fixed point if you start to feel sick. 


5 Don’t get “infected”. If there are people around you who are 
suffering from motion sickness, try to sit away from them. Hear- 
ing people talk about motion sickness or seeing someone become ill 
can make you feel ill yourself. 
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WHEELS 



News flash 


TOYOTA FORTUNER 

Finally a new 
Fortuner! 

Shortly after the release of the new Toyota Hilux, 
the new Fortuner will be available in Thailand in 
the near future. However, it will only come to South 
Africa in the second quarter of 2016. 

Just like the Hilux, the next Fortuner will be a 
completely new vehicle. According to the brains at 
Toyota, the handling and ride comfort have been 
improved by new multi-link suspension on the rear 
wheels. Interestingly enough, the new model won’t 
have full-time four-wheel drive anymore. Instead, its 
default setting will be rear-wheel drive, which can be 
adjusted to 4x4 using a dial in the cabin. 

The new 2,4 and 2,8 litre turbo diesel engines of 
the Hilux will be used in the Fortuner as well. The 
rest of its specifications will only be available closer 
to its local launch. 



The latest model in the 

Range Rover series, the 
SVAutobiography, is now 
available from Range Rover 
dealers. One of the biggest 
changes with this model, which 
will replace the Autobiography 
Black, is the powerful, turbo- 
charged V8 petrol engine. This 
bad boy develops 405 kW and 
680 Nm of torque. The same 
engine is used in the superfast 
Range Rover SVR, with just a tad 
less power. 


But that’s where the differences 
end. The only others are the 
black roof, a change to the Range 
Rover lettering on the bonnet and 
a slight update to the grill. 

This Range Rover has lots of 
new toys which include a 360° 
camera system and a sensor 
under the rear to open the 
tailgate with the swing of a foot. 
(Dancing behind your Range 
Rover, might cause the taiigate to 
pop open, though. - Jaco) ^ 


FIT A FULL SET OF PEDDERS 
TRAK RYDER SUSPENSION TO 
YOUR FORD RANGER. 

TrakRyder aftermarket off-road suspension will 
enhance the ride, control, comfort and off-road 
ability of your Ford Ranger. TrakRyder suspension kits 
include all the required coils, shock absorbers and 
35 mm steering dampers. 



www.pedders.com.au 

EDDERS 

SttSPlHSlOH 


FOR MORE INFORMATION: 011 803 3373; www.pedders.co.za, 
www.pedders.com.au or email sales@pedders.co.za 


PHOTOS: PROVIDED 
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fiU^lSfLlA^S #1 SUSPENSION? 

Now available In South Africa. 


NISSAN KITS 


Nissan Navara 


ISUZUKITS 


Isuzu D-Max 


TOYOTA KITS 


Toyota Hilux (vigo) 

Toyota Fortuner 
Toyota Land Cruiser 79 

(includes Trakryder 35 MM Steering Damper) R22 995,00 
Toyota Land Cruiser 76 Wagon 
(includes Trakryder 35 MM Steering Damper) R22 995,00 
Land Cruiser 200 R1 4 995,00 

Prado 120 R1 4 995,00 

Prado 150 R1 4 995,00 

Fj Cruiser R1 4 995,00 


FORD /MAZDA KITS 


LAND ROVER KITS 


Land Rover 110/130 

(includes Trakryder 35 MM Steering Damper) R14 995,00 


Ford Ranger T6 / Mazda BT50 


SUBARU KITS 


Subaru Forester (Rear Strut Conversion) R6 995,00 

Individual Suspension components also available 


PEDDERS ALSO OFFER RRAKE UPGRADE KITS: replacement disc and ceramic 
pads giving you better stopping power, less brake fade, longer pad and disc life. 

All kits include VAT, exclude fitment and wheel alignment 


AVAILABLE AT SELECTED DEALERS COUNTRYWIDE. To find a dealer in your area contact: 
011 803 3373; www.pedders.co.za, www.pedders.com.au or email: sales@pedders.co.za 

Pedders carry a large variety of other suspension parts. 

To find out more about our comprehensive range contact us directiy. 




f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PEDDERS 


WHY YOU WANT PEDDERS 
ON YOUR VEHICLE: 

• To enhance the ride, control, comfort and off-road 
capability of your vehicie. 

• To increase ground clearance and articulation 

• To boost towing and load-carrying ability. 

• To control and minimize body roii when cornering. 

• To improve vehicie safety. ^ ^ 

• To reduce the wear on vehicle components;^- 

• To prolong the life of the tyres. 

• Easy fit struts available for a variety of models 

• Pedders NO BULL service 


KITS & PRICES 


WHEELS 


DRIVING IMPRESSION 


Agile 

Englishman 


Last month we featured the Range Rover Vogue, this month Gerrie van 
Eeden gets into its faster cousin, the Range Rover Sport. 



COMPUTER. If 

you forget to lower 
the suspension, the 
computer will drop it 
automatically to a safe 
height. If the vehicle 
is standing off-kilter, 
the air suspension will 
automatically balance 
it out so that it's level. 


LOTS OF GO. The 

SDV6 turbo diesel 
engine develops a 
respectable 21 5 kW, 
but the 600 Nm is what 
makes you take notice. 


RUNNING SHOES. The 

relatively low profile tyres 
will probably not last long 
on gravel roads, but in sharp 
corners on tar it sticks like 
glue. There is also a built in 
tyre pressure monitor which 
alerts you if the pressure in 
the tyres gets a little low. 


LOW RANGE-LESS. Lack of a low 
range gear box may count against the 
Range Rover Sport, but it makes up for 
it with brute strength which reaches a 
top speed of 21 0 km/h. 


RANGE ROVER SPORT SDV6 SE 


riving the Range 
Rover Sport is 
similar to leaving 
your favourite 
chocolate lying in the sun. It 
looks the same as a normal 
Range Rover, yet anyone 
but a speed freak will be 
disappointed once they 
remove the wrapper. 

The Range Rover Sport is 
not a full blooded off-roader 
like the normal Range Rover. 
But still, this member of the 
Range Rover stable is not a 
bad vehicle. Melted chocolate 
still tastes good, doesn’t it? 


At first glance 

It’s difficult to spot the 
differences between the Range 
Rover and the Range Rover 
Sport. It is only when you 
park them next to each other 
that you can see the small 
variations, like body lines and a 
few air vents. 

Even the interior looks 
similar. There is no skimping 
when it comes to luxury and 
comfort. Like its Land Rover 
nieces and nephews, the 
Sport’s interior is designed to 
make the rich and famous feel 
at home. There is more leather 


than at a Harley-Davidson rally, 
but it’s stylish, and comes with 
a button for every little thing, 
there's even one to open the 
glove compartment. 

The SE model that we had 
to test is not even the most 
luxurious model. There are 
a few models which come 
with more gadgets. But the 
SE probably won't leave you 
feeling as if you’re back in your 
varsity VW Beetle. 

There is also much more 
space in the cabin than in a 
Beetle, and a family will be able 
to go on holiday in comfort. 


But if you’re going to start 
packing tents and camping 
gear in for the trip, the load bin 
might get a little tight. 

The Range Rover Sport’s 
gear lever distinguishes it from 
the normal Range Rover’s 
dial. And it’s also around the 
gear lever that you'll notice the 
biggest difference: Where the 
Range Rover has a button to 
engage the low range gearbox, 
there is only an empty piece 
of plastic in the Range Rover 
Sport. That means that this 
Rangie doesn't come with a 
low range gearbox. 
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PHOTOS: GERRIE VAN EEDEN 



Under the hood 

This is where the big questions 
come in. The engine is a stag 
- a 3 iitre V6 turbo diesei that 
produces 215kW and 600 Nm, 
and there is no shortage of 
power. You can aiso argue 
that an eight speed automatic 
gearbox has a iow enough 
gear ratio in the first few gears 
to compensate for the iack 
of iow range. The eight gear 
Amarok aiso doesn't have a 
iow range gearbox. 

But the Sport stiii doesn’t 
feei iike a fuii biooded 4x4. 
Even though it has Land 


Rover’s CommandShift 2, 
which aiiows you to choose 
between different off-road 
driving modes. 

Eariier this year a women’s 
magazine in Europe seiected 
the Range Rover Sport as 
the most desirabie sports 
utiiity vehicie in the worid. And 
maybe that’s the target market. 
Maybe the Sport isn’t aimed 
at the Johan Badenhorst’s 
and Andre de Viiiiers’ of the 
worid. Maybe it wants to be 
a comfortabie city 4x4 that 
mounts a sidewaik with ease. 
With air suspension that raises 


the ground ciearance from 
213 mm to 278mm, it wouidn’t 
struggie to do so. 

And if a storm drain 
somewhere in a ieafy suburb 
floods, the wading depth of 
850 mm will come in handy. 

The full-time four wheel drive 
will definitely work well if the 
roads are wet and slippery, 
not to mention the gravel road 
leading to the stables where 
the kids take riding lessons. 

Actually, the 4x4 genetics 
that are standard in anything 
with a Land Rover badge 
are not entirely lost on a city 
4x4. And that, along with the 
adjustable air suspension, 
literally makes it stand out 
head and shoulders above its 
competitors. 

How does it drive? 

Even though this is the 
relatively tame turbo diesel V6, 
not the supercharged V8 that 
you find in the Range Rover 
Sport SVR, you feel like a race 
driver when you step on the 
gas. The power delivery is 
instant and the gear changes 
are so smooth you won’t even 
spill your latte. 

If the road gets a bit rough 
and uneven, the 20-inch low 
profile tyres can be a little 
hard on your body, but the air 
suspension compensates for 
this somewhat. 

On the open road the 
power is more than enough 
to comfortably reach your 
cruising speed and maintain it, 
but the absence of adjustable 
cruise control is something you 
have to take into account. The 
Sport does have normal cruise 
control and automatic speed 
limiting which helps keep the 
traffic officers at bay. 

In a nutshell 

The Range Rover Sport is a 
very good package for the 
city driver that wants to drive 
comfortably on dirt roads 
and even the sandy tracks of 
Mozambique or gravel roads of 
northern KZN. In this instance 
the adjustable air suspension 
counts in your favour, but only 



KEY FIGURES 
I 

2993ccV6turbo- 

. 215kW@4000r/min 
600 Nm @ 

1 750r/min 
210 km/h 
7,2s 
: 8-speed 
automatic gearbox, full-time 
four wheel drive and electronic 
traction control. 

Electric 

independent air suspension 
front and rear. 

255/55R20 
- ' 80 litre 
_ — ^ 7,9 

litre/1 00 km (combined cycle) 

213 mm - 278 mm (with air 
suspension) 

^1 -TfffTfSn. 19,4°- 27,2° 
(with air suspension) 

24,9° -31° 
(with air suspension) 

850mm 
2115kg 

3500 kg 



Towing cap 



3 year/1 00 000 km 


) year/1 00 000 km 
R1 170231 


up to about 40 km/h. 

If you want to compare fast 
apples with fast apples, the 
Range Rover Sport doesn’t do 
too badly. With regards to off- 
road ability, the air suspension 
makes it much better than 
the Jeep Grand Cherokee 
3.0 CRD Overland, the BMW 
xDrive 30d and the Audi Q7 
3.0 TDi Quattro, but the Jeep 
has a low-range gearbox 
which counts in its favour. The 
Range Rover, at R1 170231 
is also about R200000 more 
expensive than the rest, but it 
gets quite a lot more power out 
of its 3 litre turbo diesel engine. 

With regards to gadgets and 
luxury, all four are on par, so 
you get more power and more 
height for more money. And the 
Range Rover Sport is definitely 
worth the money. ^ 
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Al R BAG COMPATI BLE BULL BARS DURABLE STEEL CONSTRUCT! ON 
STANDARD Wl TH Wl NCH PROVI SI ON SPLI T PAN DESI GN FOR 
MAXI MUM STRENGTH AND Al RFLOW Wl NCH COMPATI BLE BARS TO 
ACCEPT ALL POPULAR LOW PROFI LE Wl NCHES. 



OLD MAN EMU 


• FULLY COMPATI BLE WITH OME'S EXTENSIVE RANGE OF SPRI NGS, 
BUSHES AND HARDWARE FOR A COMPLETE I NTTEGRATED 4WD 
SUSPENSI ON SYSTEM • I MPROVED COIVTROL & LOAD CARRYI NG 
CHARACTERISTICS • DESIGNED FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE 
ACROSS ALL TERRAI N • I NSTAIVTANEOUSLY ADAPTS TO THE TERRAI N 
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NEW 


WHEELS 



The extra seats in the rear are not 
optional, but they fold away nicely 
enough so that your space is not 
connpronnised. 


VOLVO XC90 


The platform of the XC90 was 
developed to be adapted for use in any Volvo 
model. Thus the same technology will be 
available across all Volvos. 


The air 

suspension can be set higher for 
rough terrain, but it drops again 
if you drive faster than 40 km/h. 


Swedish swagger 


The VOLVO XC90 IS HERE. Gerrie van Eeden was at the launch to see how 
much class and technology the Swedes could fit into their latest SUV. 


IntelliSafe technology’s purpose 
is to keep the driver, passengers 
and pedestrians safe. 


T he Swedes at Volvo’s head 
office were not the only ones 
that were excited about the 
arrival of the XC90. The first 
1 927 models that were offered online 
at the end of last year, sold out within 
47 hours. In fact, most of them sold 
out in the first hour. 

The new Volvo XC90 has nearly 
as much technology as NASA’s 
computer lab. Part of this technology 
involves producing a lot of power 
from small engines, allowing you to 
traverse tar and gravel roads quickly 
and safely. 

At first glance 

Volvo didn’t go nuts with the new 
design. The XC90 looks different from 


its predecessor, but it is clearly a 
Volvo, with those curved brake lights 
that follow the body and the diagonal 
line across the grille. 

It is still a large vehicle, but not 
overwhelmingly so when you are 
behind the steering wheel. Each 
button has its place in the wood- 
finished dashboard and centre 
console, and nothing is hidden away 
behind something else. Once you’ve 
found the start button you won’t 
need to look for it again. 

The leather seats and trim are 
available in white or black and the 
buttons are not cast from plastic. The 
buttons and knobs have diamond 
detail which Robin Page, director 
of Volvo’s interior design, calls “The 


jewels of the interior.” 

From the touch screen you can 
control the sound system, access the 
digital owner’s manual or adjust the 
climate - in four different zones. That 
is standard equipment all round. 

Optional extras include things like 
a 360° camera, adaptable cruise 
control and a panoramic sunroof. 

There are three specification levels, 
the Inscription, Momentum and 
R-Design, which basically have to 
do with differences in trim. Then you 
can also choose from two different 
packages, Premium or Techno, to 
add a pre-determined list of extras. 
Obviously Premium is the more 
luxurious option and Techno is more 
focussed on the technological extras. 
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Under the hood 

The XC90 is the first vehicle 
that was built entirely by 
Volvo without borrowing 
components from elsewhere. 
It uses Volvo’s Scalable 
Product Architecture (SPA). 
The SPA platform is designed 
to be used for all Volvo 
models in future, with only 
minor adjustments. The 
manufacturer will be able to 
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build an entirely new chassis 
and model in the same 
factory without changing the 
entire assembly line. 

For the XC90 there are 
four different, two-litre, four- 
cylinder engines, two being 
turbo-petrols and two turbo- 
diesels. There will be a hybrid 
coming to South Africa, 
which combines a petrol 
engine with an electric motor. 



The petrol engines are 
named the T5 and the 
T6, with the T6 having a 
supercharger in addition 
to a turbo-charger. The T5 
develops 187kW and 350 Nm 
and the T6 develops 235 kW 
and 400 Nm. This from a two- 
litre petrol engine. I suspect 
in Germany someone is 
choking on bratwurst. 

To rub in the salt even 


more, the diesel D4 develops 
140kW and 400 Nm, while 
the D5 develops 165kW and 
470 Nm. The D5 does this 
with twin turbos, while the D4 
has a single turbo. 

All the engines are linked 
to an eight-speed automatic 
gearbox with full-time four 
wheel drive in the D5, T5 and 
T6. The D5 is the only model 
that is front-wheel drive only. 


PHOTOS: PROVIDED 





WHEELS 


DRIVING IMPRESSION 



PRICES 

Geartronic FWD Momentum - 


Geartronic AWD R-Design - 

Geartronic AWD Momentum - ' 


Geartronic AWD Inscription - 

HlSill - Geartronic FWD Inscription - . r ; : 


Geartronic AWD Inscription - i i 

I' I ^ Geartronic AWD Momentum - I- - : : : : 


Geartronic AWD R-Design - -r 

Geartronic AWD Momentum - T-.r : 


Geartronic AWD R-Design - 

1 .- L I Geartronic AWD Inscription - : : 




HOLD TIGHT. The interior can contend 
with any German competitor and the 
touch screen controls are as big as a 
tablet. Thus people with hands larger 
than a doll's won't struggle to use it. 

NOT SO STINGY. The two diesel and 
two petrol engines are all two-litre, 
four-cylinder units. But power delivery 
is healthy, with good fuel consumption. 


All the models that will 
come to South Africa will 
come standard with Volvo’s 
comfort suspension. This 
consists of double wishbones 
in front and independent 
suspension at the rear, with 
a transverse leaf spring 
between the two rear wheels. 
This replaces traditional 
coil springs and helps to 
keep the vehicle stable. 

An optional extra is the 
adjustable air suspension, 
which can raise the vehicle 
to take on rough terrain. It 


will also automatically keep 
the vehicle stable on uneven 
terrain and in tight corners. 

Then you have the option 
to select different driving 
modes, which allows you 
to adjust the handling, 
acceleration and air 
suspension according to the 
terrain you are driving on. 

Safety 

With IntelliSafe technology 
in the XC90, traffic and 
pedestrians around the car 
are constantly monitored 


by radar. And without you 
needing to do anything, the 
vehicle will automatically 
apply the brakes if you turn in 
front of oncoming traffic. 

Part of the package is the 
ability to automatically follow 
the vehicle in front of you in 
slow moving traffic. If you 
unexpectedly leave your lane, 
it also feels as if a computer 
hand is softly turning the 
steering wheel back. 

In a nutshell 

The Volvo enters a market 


that is dominated by German 
manufacturers. Think about 
the Audi Q7, the BMW X5 
and the Volkswagen Touareg. 
Though the Volvo competes 
with them with regards to 
pricing, this small engine runs 
with the big dogs’ three litre 
and V6 engines. It doesn’t 
shy away, getting enough 
power out of its two-litre 
petrol and diesel engines. It 
gives them hell with regards 
to fuel consumption. The 
only question is, what colour 
should yours be? ^ 
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HIGH-MILEAGE CLUB 



This 22-year-old fire-fighter calls his Hilux "Gentleman," but he should be 
calling this old guy "Grandpa". 


On the odometer? 

277000 km. 

How many of those were 
off road? 

I’d say about 15%. 

How many owners has 
it had? 

I’m the third. 

How much did it cost? 

R92 000 in 2014. It had about 
252 000 km on the clock when 
I bought it. 


Why this Toyota bakkie? 

It’s one of the most reliable 
Toyotas, a real die-hard. 

Does it have a nickname? 

"Gentleman", but the driver has 
yet to start acting like one! 

Where have you taken it? 

Cederberg, Bontebok National 
Park, the West Coast and the 
Karoo National Park. 

Your dream destination? 

I’d love to tour Botswana in it. 


Any breakdowns? 

None. 

And repairs? 

I had to replace the universal 
joint and the brakes. 

Any modifications? 

I had an aluminium canopy 
fitted onto the vehicle and I 
made a back bumper for it 
myself. 

What do you like about it? 

The reliability. 


And what don’t you like? 

Second-hand parts are hard to 
come by. 

What do you take on a 
long trip? 

I always take a headlamp, 
my camera, my girlfriend (she 
always brings food) and a few 
pairs of undies! 

With R10000... 

I’d like to show the Gentleman 
the beauty of the Kgalagadi 
veld. ^ 


If you have a 4x4 that has more than 250000 km on the clock, tell us about it. Send your story to editor@driveout.co.za 
and include a photo of the vehicle and a head-and-shoulders photo of yourself. 



Do voujDiwn a Toyota Fortuner? 


f^DRTUHBR. 




DON'T FORGET Wsena us yourTortunerStories, see p 12. 
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Her name is ^ 1 ^TellBetter Stones 


FREEDV!! 


i 


T 


the best beginning when he bought 
his Fortuner, but after that, it was pure 
pieasure. This is his story. 
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PROMOTION TOYOTA FORTUNER 



I am the proud owner of a 
white 2010 model For- 
tuner 3.0 D4-D. Fve been 
behind her steering wheel 
for five and a half years 
and I am still thrilled with 
her. I bought my Fortuner, 
brand new, in Bethlehem. 
She was serviced and 
registered in my name and then parked 
on the showroom fioor, waiting for me to 
collect her on the Monday, as planned. 
But the Sunday before I was to fetch her, 
there was an accident at the intersec- 
tion right in front of the showroom and 
a traffic light came fiying through the 
window, landing on the engine of my 
brand new Fortuner. Yes, I am the man 
whose Foruner was in an accident before 
I even drove a single kilometer with it. 
Luckily Toyota repaired the damages in a 
jiffy and I could take my Fortuner home 
with me. 

To date we have travelled a happy 
195 000 km of road with it, and it has 
been a pleasure! The Fortuner offers 
value for money, good fuel consumption, 
loads of comfort, great handling and 
excellent 4x4 capabilities. You can try to 
find something to beat this vehicle, but 
you’ll be searching for a long time. 

From the first moment I drove her, I 
knew that this was the vehicle for me. It 
is absolutely perfect for what I and my 
dearest intended to do with it. 


TOUGH CUSTOMER (previous page). The Smits go 
through the deep waters of the Kunene River. 

NO WORRIES (left and far left). The Fortuner was 
tough enough to tackle a jeep track near Lusaka, and 
got Coert and Magdel Smit safely to Red Drum in 
Kaokoland 


Africa, here we come! 

I made a few modifications to her, be- 
cause I wanted to tour far and wide with 
the vehicle. First on my list was a good 
bull bar with a strong winch. The sus- 
pension also had to be adjusted in order 
to gain a bit more ground clearance. An 
extra spare wheel was next, followed by 
a solid roof rack. I put in a rear airbag to 
help raise the back of the vehicle if the 
load gets too heavy and I put in an extra 
40 1 fuel tank. Finally, we were ready to 
tackle Africa. 

When we travel, we remove the back 
seats so that we have enough space for 
two fridges, a good drawer system with 
six drawers and an extra load behind the 
front seats. We prefer to sleep in a dome 
tent rather than a rooftop tent. 

Our first trip was to Zambia because 
that is where our children live. What an 
experience! We were in that country for 
about two months and covered nearly 

I I 000 km in Zambia alone, most of the 
time it was just myself and my wife. We 
visited North and South Luangwa, the 
Kapisha warm springs, Kasanka (with 
the bat migration), Shoebill at Bang- 
weulu Lake, Chimfunshi’s chimpanzees 
and the source of the Zambezi River. 

We were privilieged to stand astride the 
Zambezi and taste it’s waters. 

The wildlife that we saw in Kafue and 
Busanga was beautiful, but the tsetse 
flies were not! The Liuwa Plains have 
their own unique charm - and we saw 
large numbers of wildebeest. We also 
saw “Lady Liuwa” of the documentary 
movie The Last Lioness^ as well as the 
two males that were introduced to the 
park to keep her company, from a dis- 
tance of just five meters. 

The Sioma Waterfall, Victoria Wa- 
terfall, the Blue Lagoon, Lochinvar, 
Iteshi-Teshi ... we experienced all of it 
in our Fortuner. We camped at Kiambi, 
alongside the Zambezi, and from there 
we followed a jeep track from the banks 
of Lake Kariba to the far side of Victoria 
Falls. It was two days of difficult, but 
wonderful, 4x4 driving. 
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Safely across the Death Acre 

We were in Angola twice, once in 20 1 3 
and again in 2015. It was an unforget- 
table experience. We were at Lubango, 
drove the infamous Lebaq Pass and saw 
the Cristo Rei, or Christ statue (one of 
only three in the world) . We followed 
in the footsteps of the Dorsland Trek- 
kers and visited a variety of waterfalls, 
including the second biggest waterfall 
in Africa: the Kalandula Waterfall. We 
rode through the rainforests up to Uige 
and back to Barra do Dande, Luanda, 
Benguela, Namibe andTombua. 

We went in search of the only river in 
the world that runs underneath a moun- 
tain, but it was hard work! You need to 
know your climbing stuff, both on the 
ascent and descent! 

There is a reason that Death Acre has 
gotten such a name, but it is a unique 
adventure. If the wind is in your favour, 
you can catch wonderful kabeljou speci- 
mens at the mouth of the Kunene River. 
Kaokoland is also beautiful! 

Closer to home 

What a beautiful country Namibia is! It 
is a land of contrasts. We were privileged 
to drive from Liideritz and Kolman- 
skop, past Sesriem to Sossusvlei and 
Solitaire, and from there we drove right 
through the Namib to Walvis Bay (about 
800km). The dunes still give me a thrill 
when I think about them. Etosha, Khau- 
dum, Epupa Falls and Van Zyl’s Pass, the 
Marienfluss and the Purros Cliff, where 
you can get seriously stuck in the drift 
sand if you’re reckless, is indescribable. 
In Namibia you can drive in just about 
any direction - everything is beautiful. 

Botswana is different. We enjoyed the 
Khama-Rhino sanctuary, the Elephant 
Sands with its hordes of elephants and 
the Chobe and Moremi reserves. 

And don’t think that we skipped our 
own country. We have been to Mpuma- 
langa, West Coast, the Richtersveld, the 
Baviaanskloof and Gamkaskloof. Our 
Fortuner conquered it all. I called her 
“Vrystaat” because she’s like Free State 
rugby: Just when you feel like giving up, 
she surprises you with her best. 

We are hoping to do an epic tour in 
2016: Four countries, three lakes and 
approximately 12 000 km. Botswana, 
Zambia, Tanzania and Malawi. The trip 
will include LakeTanganjika and Lake 
Victoria as well as the Serengeti. All in 
our Fortuner! 

Go and explore the world! You won’t 
regret it! ^ 



Coen Smit and his wife Magdel live 
in Reitz in the eastern Free State. He 
farmed for 37 years, but retired in 2009. 
When he and Magdel aren h touring the 
world in their Fortuner, he enjoys doing 
lots of wood work. 


SHIP GRAVEYARD (top). Vrystaat stands safely on the 
beach at Barra do Dande in Angola, where 57 ships 
have run aground. 

LAND AND SAND (middle). On a lekker dune drive 
between Solitaire and Walvis Bay, Namibia. 

BRAVE EXPLORERS (bottom). A drive through the 
Death Acre is a nerve-wrecking undertaking. 
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Rhino-cab : The original 
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a Reliability 
0 Looks 
0 Affordability 
0 Strength 
n The best product 
for me - You 




Stainless canopies 
from R 10950-00. 


Aluminium canopies 
from R 18500-00. 


BY NAME 


Work or play««« 


Vehicle grade aluminium and 
stainless steel canopies, 
manufactured for all major brands 

• Isuzu 

• Volkswagen 

• Ford 


• Toyota 


• Nissan 


Mahindra 


All our products ore 
manufactured to our 
unique and original 
designs using the latest 
CAD software and state 
of the art CNC 
machinery. We have a 
wide range of canopies 
each tailored to your 
specific needs. Please 
visit our website to find 
the one which suits you 
best. 


Available at all major 4x4 
Shops and Fitment Centres. 


\ wini.minnu. 


visit our website at: 
www.rhlnoman.co.za 
email: sales@rhinoman.co.za 
Tel: 087 754 3592 
rhinoman.co.za 


ALL AI.VJL 
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Searching for snow in 

Lesotho 


During a visit to LESOTHO IN WINTER, Evan Naude 
found out the chilly season turns it into a world of frozen 
waterfalls, rugged mountain passes and one or two 
locals who complained about the weather. 


PHOTOS: EVAN NAUDE 




he customs officer cranes his neck as he 
inspects the back of the Fortuner. “What 
is this?” he asks and points to my cooler 
box. “Just food stuff,” I say in the hope 
that he leaves my braai meat alone. 

He looks around some more, but I can 
see it’s more out of a sense of duty than 
actual interest. “How’s the weather these 
days?” I ask jokingly, since its winter and 
I am wearing a t-shirt after sitting in the 
warm bakkie all day. And really, I just 
want to distract him from my beers in 
the corner of the boot. 

He turns, rubs his shoulders and with 
a shiver, says: “Yoh! It’s very cold!” 

I look up at the bright sun in a cloud- 
less sky and wonder what it must feel 
like when it gets properly cold. Cold 
enough for snow, to be precise, because 
it’s exactly for those little white fiakes 
that I’ve decided to come visit Lesotho 
in the winter time. 

Snow seekers 

From the Van Rooyen’s Hek border post 
I drive south towards Mafeteng. I am 
travelling with my dad, Stefan, who had 
the urge to swop the green farmlands of 
the Western Cape for the snow-covered 
peaks of the Mountain Kingdom. > 
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Well that was the plan, but the weather 
report for the coming week predicts clear 
skies. By the nature of it (excuse the 
pun), it is quite hard to chase snow in 
this part of the world, since you need to 
do your trip’s planning before you know 
what the weather is going to be like, es- 
pecially when you travel all the way from 
the Western Cape. 

In any case, to travel here in heavy 
snow can be tough. A glistening white 
blanket of snow over the landscape is 
beautiful, but the novelty quickly wears 
off when you’re forced to drive in a snow 
storm or slide around in the icy sludge 
that results the day after. 

I stay optimistic, however, and hope 
that the dice rolls in my favour on our 
trip, since our route takes us ever north- 
wards, towards the higher regions of the 
country. The closer we get to the moun- 
tainous parts, the better our chances of 
finding snow will be. 

Just outside Mafeteng I turn north 
towards Motsekuoa. From here we take 
the gravel road to the east past Matelile 
and on to Malealea where we are staying 
for the night. On the peak of the Gates 
of Paradise Pass is a sign that says we’re 
now 2001 m above sea level. This height 
isn’t really unusual in Lesotho though, 
since more than 80 % of the country lies 
above the 1800 m mark. 

It is however the first great view of 
our journey, a taste of the seemingly 
infinite mountain ranges that lie ahead. 
The landscape is much drier than when 
I first visited the country a few months 
ago. Just like South Africa’s northern 
provinces, it rains in summer and the 
luscious green scenery I drove through 
at the time is now shaded in the colours 
of winter: yellow, brown and orange. But 




I see no white yet. 

At Malealea Lodge we are welcomed 
by a staff member named Bob. I want to 
know where we can find snow. “No, not 
around here, but it is still very cold!” He 
shuts his eyes tightly and purses his lips. 
“Shooo!” he says, shivering dramatically. 

He shows us our rondavel for the night 
and explains that there will only be elec- 
tricity for four hours after sunset. We are 
having a braai anyway, but it is nonethe- 
less something to keep in mind when 
you travel in Lesotho. We would later 
encounter the same thing at Semonkong 
Lodge and Sehlabathebe National Park. 

That evening at the lodge’s bar, a 
group of young Filipinos are playing 
pool. “We get a lot of foreigners here,” 
says Ralitsa, the barman, as he hands 
me a Maluti beer. I compliment him on 
his good English, something that is rare 
in the countryside. “In the bigger towns 
where more tourists pass through, Eng- 
lish is spoken more,” he says. 

Ralitsa is also freezing, he tells me, so 


I ask what he would recommend as a 
night cap to numb the cold. He comes 
back with two Amarula’s for me and 
Stefan. I guess some traditions stretch 
across borders. 

Nutcrackers and waterfalls 

The next morning we head north on 
the gravel road to Ramabanta. On a 
narrow part of the road I see two trucks 
approaching around a bend and slow 
down. By the side of the road an old 
man gestures wildly. I stop, because it 
looks like he sees something around the 
bend that I can’t. 

I wind down the window and he 
comes over to chat, but I can’t under- 
stand a word of the Sotho he’s speaking. 
“English?” I ask, but he just shakes his 
head and keeps talking. 

He is clutching a bag of nuts which 
he is chewing so vigorously with the 
two or three teeth left in his mouth that 
a barrage of crumbs and saliva fiy into 
the open window. “Ramabanta,” I say 
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DESTINATION 


LESOTHO 



STOKE THE FIRE. The location and building 
style of the Semongkong Lodge on the banks 
of the Maletsunyane River reminds a person 
of a European mountain cabin. 


and indicate that’s where we are headed. 
With two blunt index fingers he makes 
the shape of a T, and gestures to the 
right. “Ramabanta, yes/’ he says and I 
finally understand that he wants a lift to 
a T-junction down the road. 

He sees that I understand and before 
I can say anything, he climbs in the back 
of the Fortuner. “Is he coming with us?” 
asks Stefan. “Looks like it!” I laugh. The 
old guy never stops talking, and through 
it all I keep hearing the crunching of 
nuts. “Alright Oom^ just don’t spit in the 
car so much,” I joke in Afrikaans, but he 
just keeps on chattering. 

By the time we drop him off the three 
of us have had a lekker conversation 
without understanding a word of each 
other’s languages. I ask him for a photo 
before we continue, but every time I take 
aim with the camera the jolly chatterbox 
pulls a stony poker face. I tell him to 
smile, which he does, but every time I lift 
the camera he becomes expressionless 
again. I give up and wave goodbye. And 
then he hashes a wide smile again with 
his zebra crossing teeth-arrangement. 

From Ramabanta we turn south 
onto the A5 tar road in the direction of 
Semonkong. A few kilometres down the 
road we find the first snow, but it’s no 
more than a few blotches in the shade of 
the mountainside. Building a snow man 
would be a bit of a stretch, but if there is 
still snow here from a few days ago, there 
is definitely a chance for more on our 


route. Just outside Semonkong, by the 
bridge over the Maletsunyane River, we 
turn right onto a gravel road. 

This road leads to the western side of 
the Maletsunyane Ravine and eventually 
brings you to an incredible view over 
the famous Maletsunyane Waterfall. It is 
a must-see if you are travelling through 
the Mountain Kingdom. 

Semonkong Lodge is situated in the 
ravine, in a shallower part, north of 
the waterfall. The stone walls and the 
foot paths with lanterns between the 
rondavels above the river remind me of 
a European mountain resort. It gets al- 
most as cold here when the sun sets, but 
the flickering flames in the fireplace lit 
by the staff help to fight the freeze. 

Deep in the mountains 

I heard about new lodging at the beauti- 
fully unspoiled Sehlabathebe National 
Park in the south-eastern corner of the 
country, but couldn’t find much infor- 
mation about it online. 

On maps like Tracks4Africa, the grav- 
el road leading to the park also looked 
like it wasn’t in use much. Therefore I 
wasn’t sure whether we should tackle 
this piece of road. From Semonkong 
it is only 190 km, but in Lesotho, with 
its winding mountain passes, a short 
distance often takes much longer to 
cover than you might think. In the end 
I decide to take a chance, and what a 
lovely pay-off it turned out to be. > 


ICE CURTAIN. On the Matebeng Pass there 
are plenty of rivers that get stopped in their 
tracks by the winter cold. 
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it 


And then he flashes a wide 
smile again with his zebra 
crossing teeth-arrangemenu 


From Semonkong we head south 
on the A5 to Seforong and from there 
south-east on the A4 to Quacha’s Neck. 
Just before Seforong the road meets 
the Orange River and runs along it for 
a good 50 km. Imagine views over deep 
ravines that a river has carved into the 
earth over thousands of years - that’s 
what you find here. It’s not as deep as 
the Maletsunyane Ravine, but the differ- 
ence is that the road runs right next to 
this chasm. And it’s a lovely road, that 
seems to be kept in a good condition. 

On the other side of the Ramatseliso 
border post, the world around us be- 
comes desolate - it’s the only part of our 
whole journey where we don’t see any 
signs of civilization, apart from a lone- 
some shepherd here and there. 

I was unsure about the condition of 
the road from Ramatseliso to Sehla- 
bathebe, but I quickly realise I don’t 
have to worry about a thing. A very 
neat gravel road runs along the border, 
with Lesotho on the left side of the road 
and KwaZulu Natal on the right. The 
closer we get to Sehlabathebe, the more 
mountainous the landscape becomes and 
before long we are driving with cliffs on 


either side of us. 

At Sehlabathebe we meetTsepo, who 
looks surprised at us arriving at the park 
at this time of day - with no booking. 
“Yes, we have space. One or two rooms?” 
he asks. It’s the same price and when he 
shows us the rooms, we realise why he is 
so accommodating: We are the only two 
people in the whole place. 

It is still early afternoon so we decide 
to explore the park.Tsepo shows us a 
gravel road that leads to the old lodge 
and from there we follow a foot path to 
the incredible rock formations that are 
characteristic of the park. 

If you like hiking, this is a great place 
to spend a day or two and experience 
the Drakensberg Mountains in all their 
glory. We sit down on a hill to take in the 
epic landscape. Far below us I see two 
people on horses trotting by. 

When they come within earshot, one 


of them calls to us. I don’t understand 
what he says, but from his gestures I can 
see he is asking for matches. I have a 
lighter so we walk down to them. 

When I get closer, I see it’s a man and 
his son. The boy is wrapped in a blanket, 
the distinctive feature of a shepherd in 
these parts, but the man is dressed in 
new shoes and a thick winter jacket. 

We stay with them for a moment while 
the man rolls a newspaper cigarette and 
I find the moment delightfully improb- 
able. Two pairs of fathers and sons from 
different worlds, crossing paths in the 
middle of nowhere and both pairs on a 
journey. Who they are, where they came 
from and where they’re going we will 
never know. 

The next day’s drive is the most beauti- 
ful stretch of road on our whole journey 
through Lesotho. If you have already 
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LIGHT STROLL. The rock formations on the 
otherwise open plains of the Sehlabathebe 
National Park are something special. 


FIRE FOR TWIGS. This man and his son 
travelled over the plains of the Sehlabathebe 
National Park. With hand signals he asked for 
matches to light his cigarette. 


crossed Sani Pass off your bucket list and 
are wondering whether there are similar 
passes hiding elsewhere in Lesotho, head 
for the Matebeng Pass. It is unspoilt and 
stunning, and the view from the summit 
is just as incredible as Sani. 

We also find a good deal of snow 
on the pass, even though it is only the 
remains of snowfall from a few days 
ago. It is definitely the cold up here that 
preserves the snow, since we also find at 
least a dozen frozen waterfalls. Against 
the otherwise brown landscape, these 
prominent, glimmering, white ice forma- 
tions are quite a sight. 

From the other side of the pass 
the gravel road runs northwards past 
Sehonghong, and for a few kilometres 
we again drive at the foot of high cliffs 
on the banks of the Orange River. The 
horizon has already started pulling the 
sun under by the time we drive through 
Thaba-Tseka, but there are still more 
passes between us and Katse. 

Again I am reminded that relatively 
short distances, like the 182 km we > 
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drove from Sehlabathebe and Katse, can 
easily take all day to drive. During winter 
in Lesotho it also starts getting dark 
around six o’ clocks, which is exactly the 
case when we arrive at Katse Lodge. 

Katse's curves 

During my previous visit to Lesotho I 
stayed in one of the self catering units 
at Katse Lodge, but this time I booked 
a room inside the lodge. At R550 for a 
twin room, it was the most expensive ac- 
commodation on our trip. The staff, food 
and service were excellent, but the room 
itself was a disappointment. 

At this price (and a bar that sells a can 
of beer for R25) one expects a room that 
doesn’t feel like a dormitory, even if the 
lodge was converted from the workers 
quarters when the dam was completed. 

Still, you shouldn’t have to repair a 


showerhead with insulation tape before 
being able to have a wash after a long 
day on the road. 

The next day we’re already on the 
road by sunrise. Tonight we are sleeping 
in South Africa again, but there is still 
a whole day’s driving ahead of us to the 
Caledonspoort border and on to Lesoba 
Guest Farm, our last destination just 
outside Fouriesburg. The A25 tar road 
runs on the eastern side of the Katse 
Dam to the Malibamatso Bridge, but it 
looks like way too much tar to me. 

Instead, I aim for a gravel road that 
runs along the western side of the dam 
and this turns out to be the definition of 
“winding”. It follows the contours of the 
dam and zig-zags around the seemingly 
never-ending creases in the landscape. 

On what felt like the hundredth left 
turn, into a hairpin bend to the right and 
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FROZEN WORLD. The closer you get to the 
higher parts of Lesotho, the more snow you 
find. On the Matebeng Pass you also get a 
beautiful view along with your snowman ce- 
ment. 


HIGHWAY TO THE TOP. (bottom left) The ski liH 
at the Afriski ski resort takes you to the top of 
the 1 km-long ski slope. From there it’s up to 
you to glide your way down to the bottom. 


MOONTAINS AND VALLEYS. The Maletsun- 
yane Ravine outside Semonkong carves a deep 
lesion through the landscape. This view is on 
the A5 south of the town. 


Here the road is nothing more 
than a jeep track that curves 
around large boulders. 


over a drift where water seeps down to 
the dam, Stefan remarks drily: “Haven’t 
we been here before?” 

Even though there are many similar 
turns in the road and the rondavels of 
the locals are all built at the same angle, 
this road is all but boring. There are peo- 
ple, animals and taxis everywhere and a 
lot of “Lesotho handbrakes” - rocks the 
size of rugby balls in the road, which at 
one time were packed behind a vehicle’s 
wheels to keep it from rolling. 

Here and there the road is noth- 
ing more than a jeep track that curves 
around large boulders.This bit of road 
is the most rugged of our whole journey. 
And when it rains, you’ll definitely slide 
around quite a bit or perhaps not even 
be able to drive there at all as a result of 
rock or mud slides. 

A back road, a ski slope and a singer 

At the Malibamatso Bridge the gravel 
road joins the A25 tar road and runs past 
the dam’s intake tower to Ha Lejone. 
North of the town we drive for 1 7 km to 
a low bridge over the Malibamatso River. 

This road is the so-called Kao mine 
road that runs eastward past the mine 
and on to the A1 . During my last visit 
to Lesotho, we had planned to drive this 
road from the A1 to Ha Lejone, but it 
rained so badly that we couldn’t risk 


driving the road only to reach this bridge 
and not be able to cross when the Mali- 
bamatso is in fiood. 

Now that I see it, I understand why. 

At its highest point it is barely 3 m above 
the riverbed and even in the dry season 
the water level is only about a meter be- 
low the bridge. Be sure to find out about 
the river’s fiow before driving this road, 
especially in a south-westerly direction. 

The rest of the road, however, is beau- 
tiful. The mining companies keep it in a 
good condition and north of the mines 
we find more and more snow as the road 
climbs higher. On the last few kilometres 
before the A1 junction we find the most 
snow of the whole trip and we are sur- 
rounded by white mountains. 

Where the Kao mine road meets the 
A1 at the top of theTlaeeng Pass, we 
turn north in the direction of Butha- 
Buthe. From here it is all tar to the 
Caledonspoort border post. 

Just after lunch I see a sign for Afriski 
and decide to pop in. It is ski season 
after all and I am curious to see what 
one the few African ski resorts looks like. 
From a distance, I can already see the 
wide white ski slopes on an otherwise 
brown mountain and tiny specs zig- 
zagging their way to the bottom. 

In and around the bar at the foot of 
the ski slopes it’s a hive of activity. The > 
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people look like they have teleported 
straight from a European or Canadian 
ski resort: Snowboarders walk around 
in baggy clothing, fat beanies and big 
goggles, couples drink cappuccinos with 
their skis resting against the table and a 
group of youngsters in oversized helmets 
follow a ski instructor to the ski school. 

On the biggest slope there is a con- 
stant flow of people who take the ski 
lift to the top and then come speeding 
down, but not necessarily always on 
their skis. It seems this skiing business is 
harder than it looks. 

We meet the paralysed Afrikaans 
singer Mathys Roets at the foot of the 
slopes. He tells us he is on holiday. 

“Fm just about to get on the sit ski 
and show these guys how it’s done!” he 
jokes before leaving. We have a beer in 
the Gondola Cafe, which is actually the 
highest pub in Africa (sorry Sani Lodge!) 
and from there I see Mathys as he glides 
effortlessly down the slope on a special- 
ly-made ski chair. 

A Lesotho souvenir 

From Afriski we take the A1 over the 
Mahlasela Pass and then the Moteng 
Pass to Butha-Buthe. From here it’s 
1 0 km north to the Caledonspoort 
border post and a lesson in Lesotho 
bargaining for Stefan. 

As we wait to get our passports 
stamped at the border, two women ap- 
proach us with arms full of Lesotho hats. 


I immediately decline, but Stefan asks 
the price. “Eight,” says the woman in 
broken English. “Eight?” Stefan replies 
in disbelief. She repeats herself and he 
asks: “Oh, eighteen?” She nods her head 
profusely and says “Eighteen, yes” - she 
can smell a sale coming. 

My dad hands her a R20 note, which 
she takes in her left hand, but the right 
hand stays extended. “Eighty! Eighty!” 


she says. “No way, you said eighteen!” 
he protests, but he already has the hat in 
his hand and that means the transaction 
is flnal. “Eighty!” the woman repeats. He 
gives her the rest of the money and we 
walk back to the car. I can barely contain 
my laughter as we climb in the Fortuner. 
He throws the hat on the back seat 
with disdain and a bit more vigour than 
necessary. ^ 



Moteng Pa? 
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^National Pirk 


Jeep track 


Note: The roads outlined in white indicate the route 


Fouriesburg 


I WANT TO GO TOO! 



WHAT DID YOU DRIVE? A Toyota Fortuner 3.0 
D4-D 4x4. 

HOW WERE THE ROADS? For the most part 
I did not need 4x4, but the parts between 
Sehlabathebe and Katse, and also around 
Katse Dam, require it. In the wet it is definitely 
essential, as is low range. 

WHERE CAN I FILL UP? Fill up as close to 
the border as possible as proper fuel stations 
are rare in Lesotho. There are however fuel 
stations in Semonkong, Thaba-Tseka and 
Butha-Buthe. 

WHERE CAN I BUY FOOD? We bought all our 
food in South Africa and didn’t have an issue 
bringing it across the border. In bigger towns 
you will find small grocery shops and there is 
also food available at lodges. Be sure to in- 
form the staff ahead of time if you want to eat 
there so they can make sure they have stock. 
WHERE DID YOU STAY? At Malealea Lodge it 
costs between R200 and R500 per person per 
night, depending on the type of accommoda- 


tion: rondavel, hut or farm house. To camp is 
R100 per person. Meals are available here 
and there is a bar. Contact 0) 082 552 421 5, 

^ info@malealealodge.com or 
^ www.malealea.com. 

At Semonkong Lodge it is between R365 and 
R510 per person per night, self-catering. 
Camping is R90 per person. There is also a 
restaurant and a bar here. Contact 
(D +26 62 700 6037, 

^ bookings@placeofsmoke.co.ls or 
^ www.placeofsmoke.co.ls. 

A self-catering unit in the Sehlabathebe 
National Park is R400 per person. You also 
pay a conservation fee of R30 per person. For 
bookings, go to ^ www.safarinow.com/desti- 
nations/sehlabathebe-national-park. 
Accommodation at Katse Lodge is R823 per 
night for a single person and R549 for two 
sharing. Self-catering units are R829 per night 
for two and R1 209 for three people. Contact 
(D 011 718 5159 or ^ res@katselodge.co.za. 
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The KOES PAN RALLY (pronounced 
“Khois") in southern Namibia is a 
dusty affair that involves racing and 
chewing the fat. Gerrie van Eeden 
was there. 


blueish Uri comes ambling over a dune 
in a small cloud of dust. Johan de Villiers 
is standing next to me on the back of his 
red Hilux looking at them. “This guy has 
a young lady with him,” he says. “They 

probably stopped behind the dunes to 

look at the flowers.” 

The rest of the vehicles that are taking part on the first 
day of the Koes Pan Rally have long since passed Johan’s 
checkpoint. On today’s 38km long circular route, the 
chances are good that even this blue Uri will lap. 

Kiewiet de Villiers, Johan’s dad, calls out to the Uri 
driver as they come closer. “Are you herding sheep?” 

“No,” comes the answer. “Then why are you driving 
your vehicle so slowly?” 

The Koes Pan Rally is all about speed. And when 
speed is left out of the equation, it is about endurance. 






Even if your vehicle is not the fastest on the route. 


chances are that you will place if it can just stay in one 






piece till the end of the rally. 

My bosom-buddy, Jeremi Janse van Rensburg and I left 
the Cape long before sunrise in an Amarok, withThys 
and Elismari de Jager following us in a Hilux. 
Elismari’s family is from Koes, on the other hand, Jer- 
emi has no idea where this small Namibian town is. 





“I didn’t know what to expect^ so I 
packed in a warm jacket and swimming 
trunks/’ he says. 

At least I know that Koes is some- 
where near Keetmanshoop in southern 
Namibia. But like many small towns in 
this wide open country, you shouldn’t 
swerve for a chicken in the road; you’ll 
miss the town completely. 

From Keetmanshoop we follow a grav- 
el road north east and eventually arrive 
in Koes just before five in the afternoon. 
There is only one tar road, and it runs 
right past the filling station. 

This is farming country. The co-op is 
right beside the filling station and next 
door is a workshop with two guys work- 
ing on a Uri. Eugene Vermeulen, one of 
the organisers of the rally and co-owner 
of the filling station gets into his Uri 
(also a light blue one) and shows us 
where to camp for the weekend. 

On the way here, I tried to explain 
to Jeremi what a Uri is. But it was only 
when Eugene got into his that the penny 
finally dropped. This strange vehicle is 
an angular pipe-car crossed with a bak- 
kie that is built by a variety of engine 
and chassis combinations. 

They were initially built by Ewert 
Smith, on the chassis and engine of 
whatever was available in the scrapyard. 
Most have Toyota engines and chassis’ 
that probably started out life in minibus 
taxis. Very few have four wheel drive and 
they are built without luxuries like air 
conditioning. To be honest, a speedom- 
eter and anything more than a tem- 
perature gauge is a luxury in a Uri. You 
glance down the fuel tank filler pipe to 
determine the fuel level. Uri’s are made 
for farm work, and most of Ewert’s are 
serving on Namibian farms. 

Tonight we are braaing at Andries 
“Blou” Blaauw, a cousin that Thys told 
us about earlier. There are hunters here 
as well, who have just finished their trip. 
Fortunately for us, they want to hit the 
road early tomorrow morning so every- 
body is taking it easy. Tinus Cloete, who 
will also take part in the rally tomorrow, 
joins us around the fire. 

The guys talk about the vehicles of the 
other competitors - extremely impressive 
engines like Lexus V8’s and Yamaha Rl’s 
with exotic diff locks. “One guy has a 
Jaguar diff in his car,” we hear. 

I also learn a bit more about the ama- 
teur side of this event, because nobody 
has a sponsor and they all build their 
vehicles themselves. 


The dunes around the pan 
make good pavilions during the rally where 
spectators can sit high and watch the men 
tackle the quarter mile races. 




Tinus doesn’t say much about his own 
vehicle. He only hopes that it stays in 
one piece until the end of the rally. I am 
not a very conservative driver, but when 
people start talking about driving cars to 
breaking point, I get a little nervous. 

The noisy plain 

The roosters take a holiday on rally 
weekend, because it’s the engines that 
wake you up before sunrise. In the early 


morning everybody start their engines, 
and they’re not just left to idle. Because 
Koes is only as big as a postage stamp 
and surrounded by dunes, you can hear 
every roaring engine. 

To tell you the truth, it didn’t really 
stop during the night either. Motorcy- 
cles, bakkies and cars were racing until 
way after sundown to loosen them up 
for the rally. We would later hear the 
story of a driver that had to be taken into 
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NAMIBIAN CHILB The Uri, like this one be- 
longing to Kobus le Grange, is a real Namibian 
vehicle made with all sorts of engines and 
chassis’. 


The 

starting 
point is 
right in front of 
the largest dune 
in the area which 
stands guard over 
the pan. 

Keetmanshoop after dark because he fell 
off his motorbike. 

A few vehicles found out the hard way 
that there is a fence on the pan and a 
Cruiser had an unfortunate, close-up 
meeting with a donkey. Johan says it’s all 
part of it. As long as they don’t get hurt 
while taking part, he is happy, says his 
brother, Hendrik, one of the organisers. 

We are ready for the first day’s event 
- the long distance rally. Ten vehicles 
are lined up to take part today. Tomor- 
row there will be more for the shorter, 
quarter mile drag race. 

The starting point is right in front of 
the largest dune in the area which stands 
guard over the pan. The dune also serves 
as a pavilion for the spectators. Over 
time it develops a life of its own, with the 
crowd’s reaction telling you what hap- 
pened if you can’t see it for yourself. 

From here, the vehicles head out 
onto the dunes east of the pan. Then 
they turn onto a piece of stony ground 
with hard rocks and race over the dunes 
again, heading back to the pan. A lap 
is just a bit more than 38 km and each 
vehicle needs to complete three laps. 



SAND EATERS (left). These strange vehicles 
are called Sandmasters. Pipe cars like this 
are light and made for dune driving. 


GO BOYS (below). Kiewiet de Villiers, the 
original organiser, encourages participants. 


The vehicles are divided into three 
different classes. First are the Sandmas- 
ters - pipe cars that have been built with 
great love over a long time. This includes 
one seater and two seater models, with 
noisy four-cylinder engines. They don’t 
weigh much more than the few pipes 
and the engine used to make them. 

These cars are specifically designed to 
dance lightly over the dunes. 

There are also a few pipe cars with 
larger engines and four-wheel drive. 
They’re designed for the fiat parts of the 
trails around the pan, and the crossing of 
dunes. On the rougher terrain, where the 
larger vehicles have more of an advan- 



tage, the pipe cars need to be more care- 
ful if they want to make it to the finish 
line in one piece. 

There are six taking part. Above the 
noise of the engines. I’m still trying to 
figure out which one has the Jaguar diff 
and how much power each engine gener- 
ates when they set off. 

In true rally style, vehicles start 30 
seconds after one another. There is also 
a rule that if a driver wants to overtake, 
they are only allowed to do so on the 
right. For safety, see? 

After the pipe cars have left, roaring 
with noise, an Isuzu double cab and a 
Tata set off. The Isuzu has apparently not 
been serviced for more than 80000 km 
and the Tata (a single cab) has anything 
but a Tata engine under the hood. 

With wheels spinning on the rocky 
pan, they set off, but that is the last we 
see of them, because neither complete 
the first lap. Later, speculation about 
broken diffs, side shafts that twisted or 
engines with terminal injuries is rife. But 
the true reason for their ultimate failure 
is never mentioned. 

Lastly, two Ur is line up. The two that 
are taking part have not been built by 
Evert, but by Frikkie Engels. His Uri has 
a spiffy camoufiage design and a shiny 
Land Cruiser badge on the side. The blu- 
ish one belongs to Kobus le Grange. 

Both have a sturdy 4x4 chassis and a 
gearbox with solid axles. Frikkie’s runs 
on a 4.5 EFI Land Cruiser engine and 
Kobus’ has a Lexus V8. 

The Uris only compete against each 
other, and as Kobus is busy stopping 
to look at the fiowers or herding sheep, 
Frikkie wins easily. 

Among the pipe cars the competition is 
a bit stiffer. Of the six that started, only 
three finish; the others broke along the 
way. Tinus Cloete, who kept mum about 
his wheels around the fire last night, 
crosses the finish line first. This, after 
he started in third place, and his clutch 
broke half way through the final lap. 

PW Karsten finishes second and Danie 
Retief comes in third. He also got a ten 
minute penalty for driving on the open 
road and not the specified jeep track. “It 
is an advantage not to drive on the jeep 
track, that way you can push on a bit 
faster,” Johan explains. 

After the cars finish, the motorcycles 
and quads set off. There are many more 
of them taking part in the 250 cc, 500 cc 
and quad classes. There is also a single 
rider in the Adventure class with a big 
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KTM motorcycle. After one lap his 
shoulders are drooping and you can see 
that he is not happy with the toll that the 
race is taking on his body. But eventually 
he also manages to finish. 

Snuffed out 

As with any gathering where a bunch of 
people who like vehicles get together, the 
socialising happens outside around the 
fire at night, with a few cold beverages 
added to the mix of course. 


This year was the first time that tour 
group, I Dream Africa, was part of the 
reception team. Along with the tented 
town that they set up on the pan, there 
is also a large tent where the prize giving 
will take place. 

But you haven’t been to Koes if you’ve 
not - for lack of a better word - smacked 
snuff into your nose. In the local hotel, 
Ben Lubbe is running around behind 
the bar serving everyone. The beer and 
Jagermeister fiow like a river through 


this dusty town, and on top of one of the 
fridges I see a special “snuff machine.” 

The machine is just an aluminium 
bar with two indents, which is fixed on 
a plank, almost like a seesaw. First, snuff 
is put into the indents on the one side 
of the seesaw. Then you put your nose 
on a hook over the bar. Somebody then 
hits the other side with a wooden mallet 
so that the snuff is literally shot into the 
back of your nose. This clears it up so 
well that you can almost smell what year 



People come from far 
and wide to attend the Koes Rally, like these 
motorcyclists that came all the way from 
Cape Town. 
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your beer was bottled. 

The camp fire outside the bar is where 
the socialising takes place. There is a 
group of motorcyclists that came here all 
the way from the Cape to join the party. 
When I ask them why they didn’t take 
part in today’s rally, they say that their 
bikes are way too heavy for that route. 
They’re just here for the fun. “The rac- 
ing we leave to the off-road bikes.” 

Family business 

“My brother and cousin started driving 
rallies at the age of 9 or 1 0,” Johan de 
Villiers tells me. “My dad started organ- 
ising the rally, and now my one brother 
and sister-in-law are at the helm.” 

This explains why Johan was stand- 
ing on his bakkie acting as an official. 
This very same brother’s vehicle is one 
of those that didn’t manage to finish 
yesterday’s rally. But luckily today, with 
the shorter obstacle course, the quarter 
mile and the dune charge, there are a 
few more guys taking part who want to 
show what they are made of. 

First up is the short obstacle course. 

It is a bit longer than a kilometre, but 
it winds between and over dunes and 
around sharp bends for four laps before 
a winner is crowned. 

At the finish, Annemarie de Villiers 
is holding a chequered fiag to show the 
winner that he has completed four laps. 
“Every year I say that we won’t work 
again this year. But when I open my eyes 
again, here we are,” she tells me between 
laps. She and her husband, Fourie, came 
all the way from Rundu in northern 
Namibia to be here. 

First to tackle the obstacle course to- 
day are the motorcycles and quad bikes. 
There are fewer of them than yesterday 


and they set off at the same time. The 
most action happens as they enter the 
first corner, shoulder to shoulder and at 
speed. From there they spread out and 
finish without any drama. 

At last the obstacle course is com- 
pleted and the main events start. On the 
pan, 400 m is marked off with nothing 
less than 1 6 lanes next to each other. 
They don’t mess about with heats here. 

Once again, the motorbikes get their 
chance first. From 250 cc up they fiex 
their muscles, and Eugene and Rickus 
Vermeulen, two brothers who are part of 
the organising committee, eventually get 
some of the visiting adventure bikers to 
also take part. 

Finally it is the cars’ turn. The com- 
petition is once again split up into two 
classes - the four cylinders will face off 
with each other and then the six to eight 
cylinders will have a go. There are two 


Hiluxes, two Navaras and an Isuzu with 
four cylinder engines that kick up some 
sand on the pan as they approach. 

The Hiluxes leave the others liter- 
ally eating their dust, but I suspect a 
performance chip or two is helping them 
along. I remember an internet video 
where an Amarok gave all of these bak- 
kies a run for their money, and I wonder 
if I shouldn’t have entered ours. 

Then a short wheel base Toyota Prado 
with a noisy engine starts moving to- 
wards the start line. That engine is defi- 
nitely not its own. “It is a Toyota Supra 
engine with two turbos”, someone tells 
me. “Apparently it produces 400 kW!” 
The driver. Come Willemse, isn’t afraid 
to let the engine roar, and he is also no 
stranger to a limiter. 

Fourteen vehicles gather at the starting 
line, loosening up. Alongside the Prado 
there is a Volkswagen Touareg, a couple 
of Land Cruisers, a Discovery 1 with a 
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HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN? 

The Koes Pan Rally had its beginning in 1985, when Koos Retief and Jan Tyres, the school 
principal, got into an argument about whose bakkie was the best. Ewert Smith (of Uri fame) 
went along with them when they decided to settle the argument on the pan and between 
the dunes. From there, Koos Retief, along with the other founding members, which includes 
Kiewiet de Villiers, decided that it would be a good idea to host the rally every year. 

Over the years it became a very popular event, and the Koes Pan Rally now forms part of a 
three stage championship that takes place in Keetmanshoop, Koes and Swakopmund. The 
men who take it seriously participate in all three stages to decide a winner, while those 
who just do it for fun only participate in one or two of the stages. 


V8 engine, a brand new Range Rover 
Sport, a few other double cab bakkies 
with big petrol engines and the Tata 
without theTata-engine. 

I am convinced the Range Rover will 
leave them all choking in its dust, but as 
I listen to the Prado driver winding up 
his engine, I wonder if Fll have to bite 
my tongue on this one. 

But the Prado’s bark is worse than its 
bite, and the noisiness doesn’t even give 
it a podium finish. The Range Rover 
wins the 400m race by at least 50m. The 
Touareg and a Land Cruiser fight it out 
for second and third place. 

Dunes for breakfast 

The last event of the Koes Pan Rally is 
the dune charge. The same large dune 
is used every year. The cars set off one 
after the other from a certain point, once 
again divided into their different classes. 
The start is moved closer to the dune 
every time and as the cars fail to make 
it a winner is crowned. This is where my 
suspicions about the Hiluxes’ perfor- 
mance chips are confirmed. 

Anyone that has driven a diesel Hilux 
in the sand will understand that it is 
somewhat of a donkey. Sand is not what 
the Hilux was designed for, and dune 
driving even less so. But still Frikkie 
Engels (the same person who built the 
Uris) wins the dune charge for the four 
cylinders with his Hilux. 

Lastly the big boys line up. The 
Prado is leading the pack and Kobus 
le Grange’s Uri is quietly idling at the 
back of the group. With a great noise the 
Prado easily gets up the dune the first 
few times. The Range Rover Sport’s first 
attempt leaves a piece of plastic fender 
behind. After that it seems as if the 
driver loses interest and he also drops 
out of the event. 

At last, it’s the two Uris and the Prado 
that are battling it out for the top posi- 
tion. “The Uri eats dunes for breakfast,” 
Kobus tells me later next to the fire as 


he celebrates his victory. From a nearly 
impossible point, his Uri with the Lexus 
engine and Hilux diffs won the dune 
charge. And next year, long after the dust 
has settled and the engines have shut 
down, he will be here again, because he’s 
been coming to the rally devotedly for 
the last few years. 


The next morning when most of the 
competitors have left town and the 
roosters have returned to their usual 
posts, Jeremi and I are sitting, trying to 
scrounge up the enthusiasm to pack up 
camp and head home. Out of the blue he 
says to me: “Start the bakkie and rev it a 
bit, it’s too quiet here all of a sudden.” ^ 


I WANT TO GO TOO! 


When? The Koes Pan Rally takes place every year over the first weekend 
of July. For more information on the event, or to enter, contact Hester de 
Villiers at ^ plaashansa@iway.com. na; 0) +264 81 275 5498. 

Where? Koes is in the south east of Namibia, about 1 30 km to the north 
east of Keetmanshoop. 

What did you drive? We drove a new Volkswagen Amarok 2.0 BiTDi with 
an eight speed automatic gearbox. The perfect vehicle for such a long trip. 
Fuel consumption? Between 9 and 1 0 litre/1 00 km. 


Where can I stay? 

• The tented town of I Dream Africa offers tents that are already pitched 
and have beds; you only bring your own bedding. They also have warm 
water ablutions and breakfast is provided. Contact I Dream Africa Tours 
& Safaris at ^ www.idreamafrica.com.na; (3) +27 81 1 26 8086. 

• The Koes Farmers Society’s camp site outside town has nice spots 
under the trees, with running water and ablution facilities with a donkey 
for hot water. Contact Eugene Vermeulen at 0) +264 81 1 28 01 26. 
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AIR CRAFT. A Sandmaster, like P.W. Karsten’s 
(pictured), is designed to be able to leave the 
ground now and then. The special shock ab- 
sorbers are purpose-built to take the impact. 


- 
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^ I ^ he night before leaving 
^ I for Sutherland, I ask my 

y I wife to check the weather 

'f I forecast. “Sunday’s max is 

4°C and the minimum is 
-8 °C. Can that be?” she asks. I remind 
her that Sutherland is one of the coldest 
towns in the country. “Well,” she says, 
“at least it gets better. The maximum is 
8°C by Tuesday.” 

I hit the road early the next morning. 
A sprinkling of snow covers the Ma- 
troosberg Mountain like icing sugar, but 
the Witzenberg Mountains, past Prince 
Alfred Hamlet, are a lot whiter. 

On the gravel road between Op-die- 
berg and the Tankwa Padstal, things 
start to get pretty - wide plains stretch 
out around me with sandstone rock 
formations rising up here and there. 

The Fortuner’s thermometer shows 
me that it’s 6 °C, but when I get out 
to take a photo, I realise that is a bit 
optimistic. The vehicle’s thermometer 
doesn’t have a skin to feel how this icy 
wind cuts through you. 

I pull my beanie further down over^ 
my ears. 


When Charles Tliompson drove a circular route 
through SUTHERLAND AND THE TANKWA KAROO, he was expecting lots of passes, 
stars and cold weather. But he got much more than that. 


PHOTOS: CHARLES THOMPSON 
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Just beamin' 

The Katbakkies Pass is my first pass for 
the day. It’s beautiful enough^, but so easy 
to drive that I pass two slick BMW sedans 
along the way. I guess they’re on their 
way back from the Kagga Kamma Nature 
Reserve, which is also on this road. 

By one in the afternoon, the sky starts 
turning grey. I’m watching it change as I 
stand on a hill taking photos, and my first 
guess is there’s rain coming. But when 
the drops hit my jacket, it sounds like 
someone threw a handful of sugar at me, 
and I realise it is snow! 

I reach the next pass shortly after. The 
views over the Tankwa from Peerboom- 
skloof Pass are postcard pretty, but every 
time I try to get out for a photograph, the 
snow drives me back inside the vehicle. 

Soon, the GPS has nothing to show ex- 
cept topographical lines. Here and there, 
a windmill straddles the Karoo shrubs or 
a chalk-white Karoo house gazes into the 
distance. But they’re few and far between. 

The only things I really see are the 
olive-green Karoo veld, a long gravel road 
curling further into the distance after 
every turn, and a blue-grey sky that looks 
like it means business. 


A signpost welcomes me to the Han- 
tam Karoo, and the thermometer simul- 
taneously falls from 12°C to a sharp 8°C. 
I quickly forget about the cold though, 
because my last pass for the day, the Ou- 
berg Pass, is a true pleasure to drive. 

It’s not very technical, but rocky 
enough to keep you on your toes. You 
climb high above the Karoo landscape 
until you reach a breath-taking view of 
the world around you. 

The sun is already dipping behind the 
Karoo koppies when I reach the end of 
the pass, where a muddy mess awaits me. 
The Fortuner slithers around like a snake 
on some of the worst patches, and I’m 
glad I’m in a 4x4. The temperature has 
dropped to an unfriendly 2°C, but I have 
a feeling that’s not the end of it. 

Wide open space 

I reach Sutherland just before six. It’s 
1 °C above freezing and there isn’t a car 
in sight. I see only two people shuffling 
along in thick jackets and scarves. 

But at the Whitehouse Inn, where I’m 
spending the night, things are looking 
cosy. The bar is warm and filled with 
people enjoying dinner or a drink. I eat 


TREAD LIGHTLY. The Ouberg Pass snakes up 
the Karoo hills for kilometre after kilometre. 
But watch out, it gets tricky and very steep 
here and there. 
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quickly though, and rush off to my room 
to get ready, because Fm meeting Jurg 
Wagener for a guided tour of the Suther- 
land skies by night. 

I struggle as I try to put on just about 
all the clothing I packed, but Oom Jurg’s 
message for me at the Whitehouse was 
clear: “Dress very warmly.” 

Fll probably never know what Jurg 
looks like though. It’s a new moon and I 
meet him and the rest of the tour group 
at 8pm in a pitch dark shelter outside his 
house at the very edge of town. The only 
light here comes from tiny red LEDs on 
three staunch telescopes and Jurg’s head- 
lamp, also red, which he only switches on 
occasionally. People use red light in situ- 
ations like these because it doesn’t mess 
with your night vision the way bright 
white light does. 

The voice under the headlamp is full 
of quips as it tells us all about the night 
sky. It is -3 °C out here, but Jurg’s sense of 
humour has us forgetting about the cold. 

He explains how to find true south 
using the stars, as he points to the sky 
with a thin green laser. “You draw a line 
like this and like that,” he explains, “and 
to compensate for the red wine, you also 
draw a line here and here.” 

Later he explains that light is so fast it 
travels around the earth seven times in 



the time it takes to snap your fingers. He 
then points to a globular cluster. Omega 
Centauri, which is 1 6 000 light years 
away. “A bit further than Pofadder, hey?” 

I chuckle, but my mind travels far and 
wide as I gaze upwards. It’s a cliche by 
now to say that the stars make you feel 
small. But standing here, I really do. 

When I wake up the next morning the 
windows in my room have frozen up - 
on the inside! Beyond them, the entire 
landscape is covered in a thin layer of 
ice. When I walk, it sounds like my shoes 
break every blade of grass underfoot. 

After breakfast, the owner of the inn, 
Ian Rossouw, suggests that we defrost the 
Fortuner’s windows with some lukewarm 
water. But surely they will melt in the 
morning sun, I almost say. When we pour 
water over them and I switch on the wiper 


TA-TA TRAFFIC. It’s not uncommon to find Suther- 
land’s streets this quiet. Even in winter, the “high” 
season. What a joy! 

COLD COUNTRY. Sutherland isn’t known as one of 
the coldest towns in South Africa for nothing. This wa- 
ter pipe was still frozen solid at 1 1 :00 in the morning. 

WHITE JULY. Don’t come to Sutherland in the winter 
without anti-freeze in your engine. Our Fortuner 
looked like a block of ice in the morning. 




blades, the vehicle’s thermometer reads 
-2°C, and it’s already ten in the morning! 

I take a drive through town and head 
for Middelpos around noon. There, I 
drink a quick coffee and enter the Tankwa 
Karoo National Park soon after. 

You couldn’t ask for a better intro- 
duction to the park than Gannaga Pass. 
Soon the Tankwa opens up suddenly and 
dramatically before me. High mountains 
surround a dusty plain that stretches out 
for kilometres on end. Far below, on the 
valley fioor, where the mountains end in 
soft waves, the bottom of the pass curves 
into the distance like a brown snake. 

I turn my music down, and eventually 
off. The silence is all-encompassing. 

Good vibrations 

A corrugated road that makes me wish 
for a gum guard eventually brings me to > 
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There’s a 4x4 route and lots 
of accommodationy but the 
Tankwa isn’t about crossing a 
bunch of things off an itinerary. 


the gate of Stonehenge Nature Reserve, 
ril be spending the next two nights here, 
at the Tankwa Tented Camp. 

I don’t know what to make of the place 
at first. It looks like a mix between a 
desert outpost, a biker bar, a farm and a 
circus. To the left of me there’s a caravan, 
pieces of metal lying on the ground and 
a beat up old Combi. To the right on a 
hill, a giant metal creature stands ready to 
devour a stone building at its side. 

At the tented camp, a friendly Ma- 
lawian called Charlos Alam helps me 
settle in quickly. I notice with some relief 
that there’s a gas heater and thick duvets 
inside my tent. 

While I’m unloading the vehicle, a man 
roars up on an enduro motorcycle. “JP 
de Villiers,” he introduces himself with a 
sturdy handshake. He’s a “horizontally 
blessed” man, and across his broad chest 
his shirt reads ALS ISALTYD LEKKER 
(Everything’s always lekker). 

JP is one of the co-owners of Stone- 
henge and he and his family, as well as 
a few friends, are on holiday here. He 
invites me to join them at the bar and 
restaurant in a few hours. 

The Onverklaar Bar, the camp’s bar, 
is a mix between a biker bar, an antique 
store and the set of Top Gear. There’s too 
much parafernalia to mention - hub caps, 
underwear, a ceiling full of hats, even a 
small 50 cc motorbike. 

Charlos tells me that dinner is ready 
and I go to the dining room. We walk 
through a large room where old car seats 
are packed in a circle around a big fire- 
place. Outside there’s a small pool, built 
with a hole in the centre in which to make 
a fire. It’s called the “Gene Pool,” I gather 
from a sign post. At one end of the room 
there’s a big Harley Davidson. 

Then I open another door into a cosy 
dining room with another warm fire. 
Charlos takes up his position behind the 
dinner spread. He’s made pap and relish 
and the chops are fresh off the fire. 

I’m travelling alone, but there are two 
more placemats at my table. It’s not long 
before two guys join me. They introduce 
themselves as Helio Lobo and Nick 
Raphael. Helio has a head of hair that 
looks like a hair salon exploded. If he 
hid here in the veld, I think you’d easily 
mistake him for a tumbleweed. 

He speaks with a foreign accent and 
I find out he’s from Mozambique but 
lives in Cape Town. Nick is a tall, thin 
American from Wisconsin. He explains 
that the two of them are here to work on 
some of the Africa Burn festival’s service 


vehicles. The famous festival, I find out, 
takes place right here on the Stonehenge 
property, and these two free spirits have 
been involved in it for years. 

Helio is a musician and Nick works at 
festivals like this all over the world. It’s 
clear these gentlemen go wherever the 
river of life takes them. 

The conversation flows and Nick tells 
me about his old Hilux, one of those with 
the 2.8 diesel engine and solid front axle. 
He says. “I lifted the suspension and fit- 
ted bigger tyres. Now I can go anywhere I 
want in this Karoe” he explains, as the r’s 
roll off his tongue. 


The conversation keeps going back 
to cars and he goes on to tell me about 
one he wants to buy. A friend, he says, 
modified the Series II Land Rover with a 
system of levers and CV joints so you can 
drive it from a platform above the cabin. 

At “the Burn,” Nick says, he drives it 
like this, from above. 

When I return to my tent late that 
night, I notice something stuck above the 
zip with a tiny peg. It’s the words from a 
Bob Marley song, written in blue marker 
on a small piece of paper: Emancipate 
yourself from mental slavery, none but our- 
selves can free our minds. 
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During the night, jackals perform a 
concert somewhere out on the plains. 

New roads, new friends 

“There’s a cold front passing over today,” 
JP says while the two of us and his friend 
Socks eat breakfast the next morning. 

He explains that he. Socks and two oth- 
er friends own the nature reserve and that 
Africa Burn rents a piece of the property 
from them for their annual festival. 

He’s wearing his ALS ISALTYD LEK- 
KER t-shirt again and I quickly realise JP 
lives by this creed. He’s a jovial guy whose 
face beams and the three of us chew the 
fat (not just the bacon) at the table. 

JP’s love for the Karoo is palpable. He 
was born in the Hantam (so that’s why 
he’s still in shorts, I realise) and although 
he farms outside Montagu now, his love 
for this part of the world has never died. 

“Every time I came here, something in- 
side said: You’re home now. When the op- 
portunity arose to buy into Stonehenge, I 
didn’t need to think about it at all!” 

He spends a whole month out here 
before the festival to prepare everything at 
the camp, he says, and Stonehenge takes 
part in the festival too. 

“We donate a thousand litres of white 
wine and a thousand litres of red every 
year,” he explains. “It goes down lekker. 
Last year, we finished the white and only 
brought back about 50 litres of red wine. 
The party goers seem to enjoy the white a 
bit more when it’s warm.” 

After breakfast I head for the Tankwa. 
They get about three drops of rain every 
year, JP said earlier, and “when that hap- 
pens, the whole veld gets this green hue.” 

Out here in the Tankwa, I see exactly 
what he means - the landscape teems 
with plant life, with leaves and fiowers 



SUNDAY BEST. A tie is a must if you want to join the 
crowd on Sundowner Hill, and Stonehenge co-owner 
JP de Villiers leads by example. 



THE LION’S SHARE. Leeuberg 4x4 route in 
the Tankwa Karoo National Park is a good 
challenge, with a few obstacles where you 
have to aim well, and beautiful views. 




that cover it like a blanket. 

When I was researching the park and 
talking to JP and the guys, I was looking 
for stuff to do in the Tankwa. But as I take 
a leisurely drive through it, I realise that’s 
not what the Tankwa is about. Yes, there’s 
a 4x4 route or two, and lots of accommo- 
dation, but the Tankwa isn’t about cross- 
ing a bunch of things off an itinerary. 

The park almost quadrupled in size in 
the past few years, growing from 27 064 
hectare to almost 150 000. That’s great, 
but it also means that the roads, the sign 
posts, my GPS and Tracks4Africa map 
don’t always speak the same language. 

One of the roads I take, for example, 
starts at a sign post that says it leads to an 
office. But where it ends, there’s noth- 
ing more than a few ruins. Another road 
simply ends in the veld. 

Luckily, you can’t really get lost, the 
guys told me this morning. “Just head 
more or less to the left or more or less to 
the right and you’ll get where you want to 
go,” said Socks. With the GPS andT4A, 

I can mostly figure out what road I’m on 
and I take my time through the park. 

I decide to head up to the Leeuberg 
4x4 route in the north-west of the park, 
but when I reach the starting point, an 
internal debate ensues. 

Between the warnings on my GPS 
and those from JP, I know full well that 
Tankwa’s roads can be real tyre takers. 

I walk a few hundred metres over some 


obstacles and see quite a few disturbingly 
sharp rocks and stones in the way. 

As I walk back to the Fortuner I 
reckon, no, let’s decide to not be stupid 
today. What would Jaco say if I got back 
to the office with a damaged test vehicle 
{Indeed - Jaco)? What would Toyota say? 
What would my mum say?! 

To make things worse, there’s absolute- 
ly no cell phone reception. What if I shred 
two tyre sidewalls at once? 

I’m already making a U-turn when the 
adrenaline gets the better of me. I turn 
back, choose a line and drive. 

The route takes you over a bunch of 
great rock obstacles, one of them up a 
steep hill. Then you climb, hill for hill, 
to a lookout point with a breath-taking 
view over the Tankwa. It looks like the 
landscape has just been painted. 

After the last peak, you drop down at a 
scary angle before hitting an axle-twister 
of a hill over loose shale. Then you drive 
down a sandy riverbed for a few kilome- 
tres before it spits you out on a plateau to 
the north of the park. 

In the end, Leeuberg wasn’t bad on 
the tyres at all, and I arrive at the end of 
it with all five of my Bridgestone AT’s 
intact. You will find a sharp stone here 
and there, but if you keep your eyes open, 
you’ll be fine. 

Animals and sundowners 

There’s one more section of the park I > 
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want to see - the north-eastern corner. 
I’m glad about the decision, because I see 
more game here than anywhere else. 

After some gemsbok there’s an eland 
standing dead-still right next to the gravel 
road. She looks me straight in the eye, 
and when I get close, I see a tiny calf. 

The little creature is still wet with 
afterbirth. But I don’t have lots of time to 
watch it - the mother drops her head and 
storms at the Fortuner with a grunt. 

Shortly after, two bat-eared foxes ap- 
pear in the veld. It looks like they want to 
play with the Fortuner. They dart around, 
run a few metres, turn around and stare 
at me. I only drive off when I can’t see 
them anymore. 

The next thing I know, it’s almost four 
o’clock and time to return to camp. JP 
invited me for a drink on Sundowner 
Hill, and both Nick and one of the other 
owners of Stonehenge told me it’s one of 


the highlights of any visit. 

Sundowner Hill is a formal affair and 
you have to look presentable. Don’t 
worry if your Sunday suit is at home. 
There’s a long row of ties waiting at On- 
verklaar Bar. 

At the top of the hill, we crack open 
drinks. JP is dressed in a pink tie, a fancy 
hat with a red feather, a cream-coloured 
jacket and a shirt with the words “Tank- 
wa Biker Burn” on it. 

He delivers a short “speech” about the 
surrounding landscape, rivers, plant life 
and the reserve. Then, just before the sun 
sets, he asks us to sit completely still - no 
talking, no “fidgeting” and no drinking - 
until the sun sets. 

With a view that stretches into next 
Wednesday, each of us sits completely 
still on Sundowner Hill, alone with our 
thoughts, as a bright red disc disappears 
behind the Cederberg Mountains. 


We end the night in the piping-hot 
Gene Pool. Every few minutes a shoot- 
ing star swipes across the night sky. 

The Milky Way looks like a long smoke 
column above us. “Tomorrow,” says JP, 
“we’ll put up a wind pump.” I ask if he 
needs more water here. “No, I don’t think 
we’ll even connect it. But in the Karoo, 
every place needs a wind pump, don’t you 
think?” he says with a smile. ^ 


I WANT TO GO TOO! 


BEST TIME TO GO: The winters are cold, 
but it’s a special time in the Karoo, espe- 
cially Sutherland. It’s best to try avoid the 
sweltering summers. 

WHAT DID YOU GO WITH? A Toyota 
Fortuner 3.0 D-4D (4x4). 

FUEL CONSUMPTION? 8,9 litre/1 00 km. 
WHAT WERE THE ROADS LIKE? The dirt 
roads were in a good condition during 
my visit, but they can get nasty when it 
rains. The area is also infamous for sharp 
rocks that can destroy tyres. If you only 
come in one vehicle, make sure it’s in 
top condition, especially the spare wheel. 
If you land in trouble here, you’ll wait or 
walk for a long time to get help. 

PHONE RECEPTION? Very little, and only 
in Sutherland. 

BEST PLACE TO SEE GAME? I saw the 

most animals in the north-east of the 
Tankwa National Park. 

DO YOU NEED A 4X4? If you want to do 
the Leeuberg 4x4 trail, definitely, but a 
soft roader is fine for the dirt roads and 
passes. 

ACCOMMODATION: 

THE WHITEHOUSE INN, SUTHERLAND: 

Bed and breakfast for R350 p.p. 

(D 023 571 1444; Q) 083 357 6537; 

^ info@sutherlandwhitehouse.co.za 

TANKWA TENTED CAMP: R250 p.p.p.n. 
0)082 899 1333 

^ Maryke: bodemloos@zuluoverland. 
co.za 

FUEL: You can fill up your tank in Suther- 
land and Middelpos. Tankwa Tented 
Camp might also be able to help if it’s an 
emergency. 

NOTE: A Sterland tour costs R1 00. Con- 
tact Jurg Wagener 0)082 556 9589; 

^ info@sutherlandinfo. co.za. 

Don’t waste your time going to the 
observatory if you didn’t pre-book a visit 
to SALT. You can do a self-guided tour of 
the telescopes on Saturdays and public 
holidays, but not during the week. 

Note that the well-known Tankwa Padstal 
is closed on Wednesdays. 
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Jhe best braai 
wood is... 






wood; they become 

hotter under the collar than the coals themselves. But which 
wood is the best? To answer that question, we took out the 
matches and had the most popular types of wood fight it out. 


TEXT & PHOTOS: GERRIE VAN EEDEN 


W hen you want to 
cook like a man, 
an oven tray 
just doesn’t cut 
it. There is something about a 
fire that calls to the prehistoric 
nature in a guy. That’s not even 
mentioning the atmosphere 
and kuier around the fire. 

But there is only one way to 
determine which wood is “the 
best”: You gather wood from all 
over South Africa (charcoal and 
briquettes didn’t make the cut!) 
and subject it to a few tests. 


Availability anQ 

PROTECTION I 

A wide variety of woods are 
used each week in braai fires 
around the country. But even 
though most are region-specif- 
ic, it helps to know which one 
will work best in the environ- 
ment that you find yourself in. 

The eight wood types we 
decided to test are those that 
are quite commonly available. 
This of course excludes your 
Uncle John’s special peach 
tree wood that he used to braai 
those awesome sosaties that 
one Christmas. If you can’t find 
it at a shop, kiosk or gas sta- 
tion, it wasn’t considered. 

Then there is also the ques- 
tion of endangered species. On 
our list there are two types of 
wood that fall into this classifi- 
cation - Leadwood and camel 
thorn. But the wood that we 
used is not chopped off from 
living trees and dried for fire 
wood. It comes from trees that 
are dead; the wood is then re- 
worked and sold for fire wood. 
Thus it doesn’t threaten the 
species' existence. 

Our choices eventually con- 
sisted of: mopane, blackthorn 
{swarthaak), red bush {rooibos), 
camel thorn {kameeldoring), 
red -eyed wattle (rooikrans), 
Leadwood, black wattle and 
sickle bush (sekelbos) > 




THE TEST 


To make eight different fires 
and wait for each one to burn 
down to coals wouldn’t be 
very clever. So we booked the 
camp site of Welgelegen 4x4 
near Stellenbosch for a day 
and used their braai facilities 
where one can make four fires 
next to one another. 

For each fire an equal 
amount of wood was set aside 
and two fire lighters were 
allowed per fire. If more was 
needed to get the fire burning, 
we mention it. 

After the fire was lit, we 
measured how long it took 
to burn down to coals. This 
already gave an indication of 
how good or bad the wood 
would be (if your braai fire is 
burnt out in less than half an 
hour, you should know that the 
coals probably won't last long). 

When the fire was burnt out, 
and the coals were ready to 


be spread open, we started 
the timer again. After that we 
regularly took the temperature 
with an infrared thermometer 
until the coals had been left for 
two hours. We never spread 
them out or took the ash off. 

By doing so we made sure that 
no wood had an advantage 
over any other. 

We also did not braai 
anything on the coals while we 
were testing them, but after 
two hours some were still hot 
enough to cook a piece of 
boerewors or two. 

Furthermore, no changes 
were made to the fire once it 
was burning. The most that 
we did was to return a burning 
piece of wood to the top of the 
fire if it had rolled off. Every fire 
was measured where it was 
made, and the temperature of 
the coals was taken regularly 
as they sat. 


After two hours most fires’ 
temperatures started dropping 
markedly. So we could see 
which one kept its heat the 
best, and also which one was 
the hottest wood. 

We also gave marks on the 
ease with which the fire was 
made - whether it was a strug- 
gle to light it or if it started to 
burn easily. 

The amount of smoke also 
determines how enjoyable 
the fire is to sit around once 
the meat is cooked. For this 
reason we awarded points for 
how little the wood smoked. 
Smokiness was measured out 
of 10, with 10 being a lot and 1 
being a little. 

If you take all this information 
into consideration, you can de- 
termine which wood will work 
best to cook chicken slowly, or 
to quickly sear a steak so that 
it remains juicy. 



In nature, the trees can grow 
to be over 1000 years old. 
Because the wood is so 
dense, the trees often remain 
standing long after dying. It is 
often used in the wild to make 
fires which burn all night to 
ward off wild animals. 


Flammability: 6 
Smokiness: 6 
Time to coals: 1 :28 
1st temperature reading 
(burning wood): 629. 3°C 
2nd reading (0:00): 748,1 °C 
3rd reading (0:15): 672,3°C 
4th reading (0:30): 687,9°C 
5th reading (1:00): 680,6°C 
6th reading (1:30): 638, 8°C 
Last reading (2:00): 594, 0°C 
Average temperature: 
670,2°C 


COMMENT: Leadwood easily 
had the highest average 
temperature of all the wood 
in our test. The flames are not 
very big, but the wood burns 
for a long time. So it is not the 


LEADWOOD 

The leader 

There is a reason that 
this is called 
Leadwood. It is a solid, 


dark, compacted wood that is 
also used for furniture and 
wooden sleepers. Leadwood 
is an endangered species, but 
we got some left-over wood 
from a furniture manufacturer. 


HOW DO YOU 
PACK A FIRE? 

There are two primary 
ways to stack a fire with 
wood pieces of about 
30cm in length. The big- 
gest determining factor is 
whether the wood is wet 
or dry. For wet wood the 
best approach is to build 
a pyramid. Any remaining 
oils or tree sap that is left 
in the wood will boil out 
of the bottom ends of it. 

The other way is the 
so-called “Scottish fire”. 
Begin with two pieces 
of wood on the ground, 
parallel to each other. 
Then you put two other 
pieces across them and 
carry on until you have 
no more wood. This 
makes it easy to add 
more wood on top. We 
packed our fires this way. 


ideal social fire, but it works 
like a charm if you still want 
to have coals to make 
coffee in the morning when 
you're camping. It takes 
some effort to light the fire 
due to the wood’s density. 
The ash forms a thick layer 
on the coals that you can 
just blow off after a few 
hours if you want to have 
hot coals again. 



66 I DRIVE OUT SEPTEMBER 2015 






opposite lock 


4WD & Vehicle Accessories 




WINCHES WITH 
MUSCLE TO PULL 
YOU TO SAFETY 


VRS9S0D* 4 310 KBS SINGLE LINE 
VRS 12500 - 5 670 KGS SINGLE LINE 
SYNTHETIC ROPE OPTION AVAILABLE 


FOR MORE INFO AND STORE ENQUIRIES 

nil C07 nfXfXt '«ww.oppoMtelock.co^ 
f lnfo@opposjtelock.co^ 


Find IIS mi: 




Ot Mtad OfUtf - OHfant$fontem . — tj 697 000 7 

OL 8roadfi€r&L Fitmetit Cerifrf ~ T 467 8210 

Opposite Lc<k - Cemurioti i4-t.4+iid<l-ll4-lii1 + H'Fi++l-l-b4+hri-l-i-l kl + hH |.F44-i44-44-ri44riil + i-i44-i4-fr44-l44l4-4l + 012 752SS92 

Opposite LdcJIc /Conpaeror Zambezi-' Montana.. 012 7£6StOI 

Opposite Loth / Bast Rand 01 T 8262£0} 

Opposite ioz^k ~ Rivonia 0 J T SZf 2S6J 

OL Polokwane..... .0 15 297 0216 


Opposite Lock / Conijaero/' - Witbanh „.OIJ 692 8466 

OL Head Of Bee - Cape Toivn... OT I 697 000 J 

Bodyguard 4x4 - Cape Tau^ ..................... ... ..021 9B1 7703 

Hi-Ronge Safari City - GalvorDne - fioliwona........... +267 IJB 7003 

Off Road Centre ■ ■ Wa/nftxa . +264 61 227532 








MOPANE 

No, not the 
worm 


Mopane trees are 
found in the northern 
parts of the country (as is 
the worm) and along with 
camel thorn, it is the most 
common fire wood in the 
north. It looks quite similar 
to camel thorn and is well 
adapted against pests, so 
you will always find sturdy 
solid pieces with which to 
build your fire. 


Flammability: 6 
Smokiness: 7 
Time to coals: 0:43 
1st temperature reading 



(burning wood): 535. 1 °C 
2nd reading (0:00): 583, 5°C 
3rd reading (0:15): 648, 0°C 
4th reading (0:30): 604, 1 °C 
5th reading (1:00): 552, 0°C 
6th reading (1:30): 390,1 °C 
Last reading (2:00): 

263, 6°C 

Average temperature: 

506, 8°C 

COMMENT: Mopane wood 
burns quite easily, with 
enough flames to make a 
nice fire to socialise around, 
but it burns out quickly. It 
was disappointing that the 
coals did not stay hot for 
long. It also didn’t reach 
a very high temperature, 
which should make it ideal 
to braai chicken slowly. 




Last reading (2:00): 423, 3°C 
Average temperature: 559, 2°C 


RED BUSH 


Not just a tea 


The only comparison 
between red bush 
wood and a hot drink is the 
name. This wood is dark 
red and it burns with 
smallish flames. It is mainly 
available in the northern 
parts of the country. 


Flammability: 7 
Smokiness: 9 
Time to coals: 0:42°C 
1st temperature reading 
(burning wood): 652,1 °C 
2nd reading (0:00): 552, 5°C 
3rd reading (0:15): 676, 8°C 
4th reading (0:30): 664, 3°C 
5th reading (1:00): 578, 5°C 
6th reading (1:30): 459, 9°C 


COMMENT: Initially the red 
bush wood burned well, but 
it soon turned to ash. The 
sudden drop in temperature 
means that it is not the best for 
a good braai. Because it burns 
so easily, you may consider 
combining it with a wood 
that makes better coals, but 
doesn't burn as easily. 



(burning wood): 428, 5°C 
2nd reading (0:00): 629, 9°C 
3rd reading (0:15): 647, 2°C 
4th reading (0:30): 590, 7°C 
5th reading (1:00): 501 ,8°C 
6th reading (1:30): 462, 4°C 
Last reading (2:00): 341 ,4°C 
Average temperature: 

528, 9°C 

COMMENT: This wood 
was slightly wet, which is a 


common occurrence with 
black wattle. It took some 
effort to get it going, but once 
it was burning, it made good 


flames. Once it was burnt out, 
it appeared to be dead, but the 
coals stayed warm for longer 
than expected. 


BLACK WATTLE 

The Aussie’s 
black sheep 

S This wood was originally 
imported from Australia 
as fire wood and timber for 
construction. These days it is 
considered an invasive 
species that threatens the 
grazing land of livestock and 
wild animals. Black wattle is 
rather commonly available as 
fire wood, does not weigh 
much and is light in colour. 

Flammability: 6 
Smokiness: 5 
Time to coals: 1:11 
1st temperature reading 
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SICKLE BUSH 

The Jacques 
Kallis of 
braai’s 


The sickle bush is 
found all over the 


southern hemisphere. You 
will find it in the northern 
parts of South Africa. It is 
darkish red and once it is 
dry, the bark usually falls of 
completely. Because the 
tree does not grow very 
high, thick logs are scarce, 
but those that you do get 
are thick, heavy wood 
pieces that make good 
coals. 


Flammability: 6 
Smokiness: 7 
Time to coals: 1 :01 
1st temperature reading 
(burning wood): 7 1 9.6°C 
2nd reading (0:00): 699, 1 °C 
3rd reading (0:15): 690, 9°C 


4th reading (0:30): 679, 2°C 
5th reading (1:00): 620, 5°C 
6th reading (1:30): 583, 7°C 
Last reading (2:00): 500, 0°C 
Average temperature: 

628, 9°C 

COMMENT: After Lead wood, 
this wood has the highest 
average coal temperature. 
Also, its availability is not 
limited to the northern parts 
of the country. It burns out 
slowly, retains heat for long 
and it makes good coals - a 
good bowler, batsman and 
fielder 



Thanks guys! Drive Out’s 
readers on the Kampvuur forum 
helped to choose the wood types 
and helped us source the wood. 
Whether it was sent by courier 
to the Cape, or sent via a friend 


of a friend that was on holiday, 
we would just like to say thank 
you to Fanus Sherman, At Fourie, 
Barry Fourie, Willem Beneke and 
Jacques Odendal who supplied 
the wood. 



CAMEL THORN 

Child of the 
Kalahari 


Camel thorn wood is 
probably the most 
popular wood of the lot, 
and is available all over 
Southern Africa. You can 
recognise it from the red 
centre and the lighter white 
part around the outside of 
the pit. You may only use 
this endangered species’ 
wood if the tree died 
naturally in the wild. 


Flammability: 6 
Smokiness: 6 
Time to coals: 0:45 
1st temperature reading 
(burning wood): 791 ,8°C 


2nd reading (0:00): 739,2°C 
3rd reading (0:15): 691 , 1 °C 
4th reading (0:30): 666,8°C 
5th reading (1:00): 51 3,2°C 
6th reading (1:30): 469,3°C 
Last reading (2:00): 402, 5°C 
Average temperature: 
580,3°C 

COMMENT: Camel thorn 
is popular for a reason. It 
burns well once you get it 
going (though it may take 
some coaxing to light it) and 
the coals remain hot for a 
relatively long time. It cools 
down rather quickly after the 
first hour, but that is not the 
end of the world. Because 
camel thorn is so readily 
available, you can easily buy 
another bag and chuck it on 
the fire. 
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BLACKTHORN 

Another 
thorny subject 

The blackthorn is a tree 
that is found throughout 
Africa. It is often used for 
fencing, feed and to build 
huts. It is a less-dense type of 
wood than the camel thorn, 
and thus burns a lot quicker. 

It also looks a lot like camel 
thorn, but the centre is darker 
rather than red. 

Flammability: 1 0 
Smokiness: 8 
Time to coals: 0:34 
1st temperature reading 
(burning wood): 704, 9°C 
2nd reading (0:00): 736, 7°C 
3rd reading (0:15): 651 ,8°C 
4th reading (0:30): 668, 8°C 
5th reading (1:00): 623,1 °C 
6th reading (1:30): 469, 8°C 
Last reading (2:00): 360, 9°C 
Average temperature: 

585,1 °C 



COMMENT: Of all the types 
of wood that we tested, this 
is the one that burned the 
easiest. By the time that I lit 
the camel thorn fire next to 
it, the blackthorn was well on 
its way, already boasting big 
flames and searing heat. The 
coals were not that impressive, 
but they were on par with the 
camel thorn. The blackthorn 
retains its heat longer, but 
once it starts to cool down, it 
cools down quickly. In nature, 
the tree does not produce an 
abundance of thick logs, and 
that is where camel thorn is 
better. 



RED-EYED WATTLE 

Another 

Aussie 


8 


The red-eyed 
wattle is also an 


invasive species from 
Australia. It was 
originally imported to 
prevent wind erosion on 
coastal dunes. Today it 
is a pest that is com- 
monly available in the 
Cape and is regularly 
used as fire wood. The 
demand is actually so 
high that you hardly ever 
find dried-out red-eyed 
wattle wood. If you buy 
it wet, you have to leave 
it for a few weeks to dry 
out first. We had a dry 
bag for our test. 


Flammability: 7 
Smokiness: 7 


Time to coals: 0:42 
1st temperature reading 
(burning wood): 789.1 °C 
2nd reading (0:00): 772, 1 °C 
3rd reading (0:15): 733, 7°C 
4th reading (0:30): 707, 5°C 
5th reading (1:00): 508, 7°C 
6th reading (1:30): 41 2,4°C 
Last reading (2:00): 

339,1 °C 

Average temperature: 

578,9°C 

COMMENT: Though the 
initial temperature is very 
hot, it lasts for about half an 
hour before cooling down 
quickly. The wood is not 
as dense as other wood 
types that we tested and 
completely burns to ashes 
without leaving coals. But 
it burns well for a social fire 
and if you have enough, you 
can braai on it for a while. 

As long as you're willing to 
make new coals often. 
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GEAR 


NEW 


Look what we’ve got! 


GOPRO HER04 SESSION 

The smallest GoPro yet 



Hot on the heels of the GoPro 
Hero+, the manufacturer has 
now released the new GoPro 
Hero4 Session. 

The Session is the small- 
est GoPro on the market to 
date. It is almost as big as two 
matchboxes placed on top of 


each other and 
weighs the same 
as a packet of 
two minute noo- 
dles. But it’s not 
light on features. 
The Hero4 Ses- 
sion shoots video 
in 1080p60, 
720p100 or 
1 440p30 and 
takes 8MP 
photos - in single 
shots, bursts or 
time lapses. 

This little guy is 
also kitted out with Superview, 
in order to take ultra wide 
shots, ProTune for outstand- 
ing image quality and smart 
technology for good photos 
and videos in low light. 

You can control it with the 
button on the camera, through 


SEAT SAINT 2G-1 JEL SEAT CUSHION 

One for the long-haul 


If I drive further than 500 km 
in my bakkie, I start feeling a 
dull and numbing sensation 
on my backside. Yes, you can 
stop and rest regularly, but if 
the Namibian border post is 


still half a day’s drive away, you 
don’t have time to waste. 

Recently I had just such 
a trip, a 650 km drive to the 
Karoo, and I decided to put 
the Seat Saint to the test. The 



the GoPro app on your 
phone or tablet or with 
the manufacturer’s Smart 
Remote. It is water proof 
to a depth of 1 0 m and you 
can use normal GoPro mount- 
ing accesories with it. 

We particularly like the 
smart microphone system that 
has two microphones - one in 
the front and one at the back. 
If the camera detects that the 
wind is generating too much 
noise in the front, it auto- 
matically toggles to the back 
microphone. 



DRIVE OUT T-SHIRT 


PRICE: R6499 
AVAILABLE AT: Cape Union 
Mart, Sportsman’s Warehouse, 
Outdoor Warehouse, 

Incredible Connection 
and some independent 
distributors. 


manufacturers say that it is 
filled with “medical grade” gel. 
The underside is made of a 
rubber-like material and there 
is a short tab at the back of 
it that you can push between 
the car seat and the back rest 
to make sure that the Seat 
Saint doesn’t move around. 
And it didn’t move a single 
centimetre. 

Does the Seat Saint work? 
Let me put it this way: I only 
remembered it again when 
I got home, after doing 
1 300 km. What better testi- 
mony can I give? 

PRICE: R900 
CONTACT: Go to 

^ www.motoweb.co.za, email 
^info@motoweb.co.za or 
phone them on 
0)083 3906 665. 


People complain about 
the many roads in 
Africa that have not yet 
been paved. But gravel 
travel is our bread and 
butter here at Drive 
Out. Yes, we know all 
about infrastructure and 
development, but what 
could be better than a 
gravel road crunching 
under your tyres? 

Our new t-shirt says 
exactly what we think 
about this situation: 

“1625558 km of 
roads in Africa are not 
tarred yet. Awesome!” 

Go visit our online 
shop and let your 
friends know how you 
feel about a lekker bit 
of gravel road. The 
T-shirts are available in 
blue, charcoal and kha- 
ki and you can choose 
from three sizes: L, XL 
and XXL. 

PRICE: R130 
VISIT: ^www.winkel. 
weg.co.za/drive-out 
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^CLICK&BUY 


winkel.weg.co.za 





Toilet bag 



Braai grid and bag 



Tube scarf 



go! 

1 

1 

w^sieep 

Leatherman Sidekick 


■ 




R110 


Atlasware flasks 



From R235 


R270 


Jaffel pan 



T-shirt 



All products available at winkel.weg.co.za 


Prices advertised here are subject to change; prices reflected online will always be correct. 

Offers valid while stocks last. Prices exclude postage and packaging. Please allow a minimum of 1 2 working days for delivery 
from the day you order. We only deliver to South African addresses. Send e-mail queries to verkope@media24.com. 





























SPECIAL 

READER OFFER 



DAY 1: Our adventure starts in the KwaZulu- 
Natal Midlands town of Himeville, where we 
meet at the Stone House Cafe. 

For the rest of the day we do the awe- 
inspiring drive up Sani Pass. After clearing 
customs on the South African side, we have 
a picnic lunch and then make our way up the 
pass with more than enough time to enjoy 
the scenery and take many pictures. 

Our accommodation for the night is the 
cosy Sani Mountain Lodge. It feels like you’re 
literally on top of the world at this lodge, 
which is built on the edge of the Drakens- 
berg and affords breath-taking views into 
KwaZulu-Natal. 


DAY 4: We then head out, traversing 
mountain passes such as the God Help Me 
and Blue Mountain passes. We get a glimpse 
of the Mohale Dam, which is also part of the 
Highlands Water Project. 

In the late afternoon we arrive in the small 
town of Ramabanta, where we stay over 
at the Trading Post Lodge for the next two 
nights and get spoilt with home-made food. 


DAY 5: We take it easy today. We’ll visit Ma- 
letsunyane Falls at Semonkong, where the 
water drops 1 92 m down a cliff, have a picnic 
lunch and return to the lodge to relax for the 
afternoon. There are some lovely walks in the 
area and you can go horse riding. 


DAY 6: After our last big breakfast together, 
we make our way towards Maseru. We 
drive around Thaba Bosiu before we say our 
goodbyes at the visitor centre near Maseru 
Bridge Border Post, and then everyone goes 
their own way. 


DAY 2: Our route to Katse Dam takes us 
along the highest roads in Southern Africa. 
We cross the Senqu River, which becomes 
the Orange River when it enters South Africa. 

The houses that we stay in at Katse 
overlook the dam. We relax with dinner in the 
restaurant. 


DAY 3: After a big breakfast, we do a 
guided tour of the Katse Dam wall and learn 
more about the Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project. We spend the rest of the day driving 
a circle route around the dam, with a picnic 
lunch on the way, and return to our accom- 
modation in the late afternoon. 


Spectacular Lesotho 

See Sani Pass, Katse Dam, Maletsunyane Falls and 
Thaba Bosiu on a six-day, guided self-drive tour 
with Drive Out Tours, in conjunction with Bhejane 
4x4 Adventures. 


COSTS AND DATES 

DATES: 28 February to 4 March 201 6 

TOUR PRICE: R7 550 per person (half- 

price for children under 1 0). 

THIS INCLUDES: 

• Lodge and guest house 
accommodation for five nights. 

• Breakfast and supper at the guest 
houses every day, and during the daily 
excursions the Bhejane guide and 

his assistant will be preparing picnic 
lunches for you. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO PROVIDE: 

• Valid passports and documentation 
required at a border post and any 
cross-border charges. 

• Your own 4x4 vehicle and fuel. 


r: 




Yes, I want to go! 




To book, call Dennis on ® 044 535 9257 or e-mail 
info@bhejane.com. Find out more at www.bhejane.com. 


Jk 








EXTRA TANK 


DO IT YOURSELF 


MORE JUICE.This is how the tank fits in the Frontier. 
When it is installed for a trip, it is fixed in place by 
turnbuckles and completely covered by a rubber 
cover. The breather pipe in the back of the tank has 
been adjusted to be hidden neatly and safely. 


Extra room in your vehicle means there is space for an extra fuel tank. And that means 
extra kilometres. Carel Basson shows us how he extended his bakkie's range. 


Text: Evan Naude 
Photos: Carel Basson 

C arel Basson, a regional 
nnanager for Statistics 
SA from Krugersdorp, 
recently bought an 
Isuzu Frontier 4x4 3.2 V6. Since 
he’s a man who likes to travel, 
its range of 600 to 650 km was 
not sufficient. “I couldn’t find a 
pre-made tank, and everybody 
who offered to build it, wanted 
between R5500 and R7000,” 
he says. “So I took the bull by 
the horns and built my own.” 

Carel wanted the tank to 
be big enough to increase the 
vehicles range to 1 000 km, thus 
having a capacity of approxi- 
mately 55 litres. It must fit in the 
boot space of the Frontier and 
therefore also has to be strong 
enough to support a fridge and 
ammo boxes that fit on top of it. 

“The available space was 
1 000 mm X 930 mm . If the tank 


were to be about 60 mm high, 
it would be big enough to hold 
about 55 litres,” Carel explains. 

“Unfortunately I could only 
order whole stainless steel 
plates. That meant that the cost 
for a bigger tank would be the 
same as the 55 litre tank I had 
planned. So I decided to make 
the tank 100 mm higher. My final 
measurements were 1 000 mm x 
930 mm x 1 60 mm so my fridge 
would still fit. The volume of the 
tank is now 148,8 litre.” 

How does it work? 

Gravity feeds fuel from the sec- 
ondary tank to the original tank. 
To control the flow, I installed 
a 12V solenoid which I control 
with a switch in the vehicle. 

I connected the two tanks to 
each other by putting a copper 
T-joint in the breather pipe of the 
original tank. Then I connected 
the drainage pipe via the sole- 
noid to the T-joint. 


I protected the T-joint with 
thick rubber so it doesn’t get 
damaged on the chassis of the 
vehicle while I am driving. 

Have you toured with it? 

I went to Mozambique and the 
installation worked great. I filled 


YOU WILL NEED 


• 1,5 mm stainless steel plate 

• Solenoid 

• An electrical switch 

• Inlet pipe and fuel cap 

• Copper pipe fittings 

• Rubber pipe 

• Pipe clamps 

• Eye bolts and turnbuckles 
for the anchoring points. 


TOTAL COST: R5300 

(including cutting, welding 
and panel beating) 


up in Punda Maria, drove to 
Chisubane and only on the way 
back to Krugersdorp, between 
Nylstroom and Warmbad, I put 
in 50 litres just to be safe. The 
tank expanded slightly after the 
welding settled and after I filled 
it up the first time I managed to 
get 150 litres in. 

How has the tank improved 
your vehicle's range? 

With the roughly 80 litres in the 
original tank (with 5 litre reserve) 

I can now cover about 1 700 km 
with a total volume of 228,8 li- 
tre. I was worried that the extra 
weight of the new tank when full 
might influence road handling, 
but you don’t even notice there 
is a tank in the back. I think the 
baffles that I put in the tank are 
very important. 

Is there anything you 
would improve? 

I will replace the solenoid with > 
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STEP BY STEP 


DIY 


EXTRA PETROL TANK 


a tap. Less can go wrong with a 
tap and the hole on the solenoid 
is slightly too snnall for the 
Frontier’s thirst when you put 
pedal to the metal. The original 
tank won’t get empty, but it also 
won’t get fuller! 

Any advice for someone 
who wants to build this? 

You must make sure the angle 
of tilt to the drainage point is 
sufficient, otherwise not all the 


fuel will drain. Also make sure 
your connections between the 
pipes and the tank are securely 
fastened with proper clamps, 
otherwise your cab might start 
smelling like fuel. 

Tools 

• Measuring tape 

• Welder 

• Angle grinder to cut the steel 

• A drill 

• Screw drivers and spanners 


The plan of action 

• Start by measuring the 
space in which you want to 
fit the tank. When you’ve 
determined the area (length x 
width), you can calculate the 
depth you will need for the de- 
sired volume. For example, for 
a 55 litre tank in the 1 000 mm 
X 930 mm space in Carel’s 
Frontier, the tank has to be 
60mm high. 

• Cut the steel plates to these 


1 Measure and cut. Cut 

the steel plates for the 
tank according to the meas- 
urements of your vehicle. 

2 Slosh stoppers. Weld 
the baffles to the inside 
of the tank to prevent the 
fuel from sloshing around in 
the tank. 


3 In and out. Drill holes 
for the inlet and drainage 
pipes, as well as a third hole 
for the breather pipe. Weld 
the connectors for these 
pipes in place. 


4 Build it. Weld the panels 
for the tank together. 
Make sure there are no 
leaks in the welding before 
you install the tank in the 
vehicle. 


5 Tilt. Make sure the tank 
sits at a slight angle so 
the fuel runs towards the 
drainage pipe. 


6 Connect it. Connect 
the inlet pipe with pipe 
clamps and the solenoid on 
the drainage pipe. 









/ Feeder pipe. Carel put 
a T-joint on the original 
tank’s breather pipe. His 
secondary pipe feeds the 
original tank this way. 

8 Fill up. With a second 
fuel cap Carel can now 
fill up both tanks from out- 
side the vehicle. 



measurements. Carel made 
the one side of his tank slightly 
higher so that the tank has a 
tilt towards the hole where the 
drainage pipe sits. 

• Weld baffles to the bottom 
of the tanks so that the fuel 
doesn’t slosh around. These 
plates also help carry the 
weight on top of the tank. 

• Drill holes in the side panel on 
the same side as the vehicle’s 
fuel cap - a bigger hole at the 
top for the inlet pipe and a 
smaller hole at the bottom for 
the drainage pipe. 

• Drill a third hole on the op- 
posite side of the tank for 
the breather pipe. This pipe 
regulates air pressure inside 
the tank. 

• Weld connector pieces to 
the holes where the inlet and 
drainage pipe will be con- 
nected. Carel ’s inlet pipe is 
54mm, the drainage pipe is 
10 mm and the breather pipe 
is 19mm. 

• Weld the eye bolts to the 
outside of the tank on places 
corresponding to the anchor- 
ing points inside the vehicle. 

• Now, drill a hole in the vehi- 
cle’s body panel where the 
new inlet pipe from outside will 
go and a second hole in the 
floor where the drainage pipe 
will go. 

• Carel asked a panel beater to 
install the fuel cap of an Opel 
Kadett. This kind of cap can 
lock from the outside. 

• Test the tank properly before 
installation to make sure it 
does not leak. Position it so 
you can test the angle of tilt. 

• Connect the rubber pipe 
between the fuel cap and the 
tank with pipe clamps. 

• Cut the original tank’s breather 
pipe and attach the copper 
T-joint. 

• Connect the new tank’s inlet 
pipe to the solenoid and the 
solenoid with the T-joint on the 
original tank’s breather pipe 
with pipe clamps. 

• Connect the solenoid with 
the switch in the front of the 
vehicle. 

• Anchor the tank securely with 
the turnbuckles. ^ 
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Since 1950 Pedders has been designing and manufacturing suspension 
products specifically for Australian conditions to ensure your vehicle is 
always performing at its best. That's why at Pedders Suspension we're 
proud of our range of totally integrated 4WD suspension systems - 
TrakRyder. Pedders' TrakRyder suspension range includes thousands of 
quality components that have all been designed to improve the ride and 
handling characteristics of specific vehicles. 



WHY YOU WANT PEDDERS 
ON YOUR VEHICLE: 


■ To enhance the ride, control, comfort and off-road capability of your vehicle. 

■ To increase ground clearance, traction and articulation. 

■ To boost towing and load-carrying ability. c- 

■ To control and minimize body roll when cornering. 

■ To improve vehicle safety. ; 

■ To reduce the wear on vehicle components. 

■ To prolong the life of the tyres. 

■ Easy fit struts available for a variety of models. ^ 

■ Pedders NO BULL service. 






WORKSHOP 



L ast month the 4x4 

Professor gave a lesson 
on how you can put 
more oomph in your 
vehicle. A performance chip was 
mentioned, but to understand 
how it works in greater detail, we 
checked in at Steve’s Auto Clinic 
in Cape Town. 

A quick recap 

A performance chip does not 
replace any existing compo- 
nents in your vehicle’s computer 
or electronic system. There are 


many types of chips available, 
but they all basically do the 
same thing: They intercept the 
signals that the various sensors 
in your engine send to the elec- 
tronic control unit (ECU). 

These messages determine 
how the computer adapts to 
conditions in order to allow 
the engine to work efficiently. It 
controls things like fuel injection, 
how long the valves stay open, 
and even the engine’s timing. 
These messages are modified 
by the performance chip ac- 


cording to its programming, and 
this way you get more power out 
of your engine. 

Want better fuel consump- 
tion? The chip can also adapt 
the ECU to your requirements. 

We took my 1 998 Land Rover 
Discovery I with a 3.9 litre V8 
petrol engine as a test vehicle to 
see how it works. 

Put it on the dyno 

The performance figures quoted 
by manufacturers may not 
necessarily be the same as the 


actual figures. During mass 
production there are notable 
differences in the tolerance 
of different parts for engines. 
This partly explains the differ- 
ence in engine performance 
on a dynamometer versus the 
performance according to the 
manufacturer’s specs. 

A dynamometer will show you 
exactly how much power your 
bakkie generates. It measures 
this using the rollers, which are 
turned by the wheels; this is 
then interpreted according to 
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wheel size, engine speed, vehi- 
cle type and nnodel. Using this 
infornnation the dyno deternnines 
the power and torque on the 
engine’s flywheel. 

Your vehicle specifications 
are quite a good indication of its 
power and torque, but because 
things like gear ratio, wheel size 
and resistance conne into play, 
the flywheel is more accurate. 

Those in the know say the 
chances of two dyno’s giving 
exactly the same reading is 
quite unlikely, so a vehicle can 
produce 1 41 kW on one dyno 
and 1 35 kW on another due to 
differences in dynamometers. 

Can you fool the 
system? 

The short answer is: yes. If the 
technician really wants your 
vehicle to display a false reading 
with the first run on the dyno, 
there are a few ways in which 
he can gyppo it. 

The computer takes variables 
like outside temperature and 
barometric pressure into ac- 
count to determine the engine 
performance at those levels. 
Some guys interfere with these 
readings before they use the 
dyno and it makes your engine 
appear weak. But once you’ve 
paid for a chip, they change the 
variables again, and then the 
performance looks much better. 

The computer system that 
is used on the dyno at Steve’s 
Auto Clinic is a closed system 
which does not allow for any 
external interference. 

Back to the chip 

Steve’s Auto Clinic uses the 
Dastek Unichip, it’s a smart 
chip that can be used on any 
vehicle. It is not one of the plug- 
and-play chips and should be 
installed by a trained technician. 

Installing a plug-and-play chip 
has its advantages. You can do 
it yourself and take it out when 
you want to sell your old car 
and put it into a new one. 

However, a Dastek chip has 
the advantage of being tuned 
by a technician for what you 
want to improve on that specific 
engine’s performance. ^ 


DO IT LIKE THIS. 



1 START AT THE BEGINNING. The first 
step is to get a base reading on the dyno. The 
Disco’s initial figures - 1 42 kW and 370 Nm - were 
enough for me and I didn’t consider more power or 
torque to be necessary. The main aim of the perfor- 
mance chip for me was to improve fuel consumption, 
This is a common request from people fitting chips: 
more kilometres per litre, please. 



2 GAS IS IMPORTANT. The temperature of the 
exhaust gas and the unburned fuel in the gas 
can give a technician a very good idea of the engine’s 
performance. A Lambda sensor is fitted to the ex- 
haust pipe to measure the exhaust gas temperature 
and the amount of unburned fuel. It is also important 
because the exhaust temperature should not rise too 
much while the engine’s tuning is altered. And the 
fuel-air mixture should stay within limits so as not to 
negatively influence the life of the engine. 

3 WIRING. A wiring loom is made for each type of 
vehicle. The specific wiring only intercepts the 
signals that are necessary for that engine. For the 
older Land Rover it is a small loom, but for modern 
engines it is quite complicated and custom-made 
looms are provided. 

4 CROW’S NEST. The colours of the wires that 
need to be cut and patched in are shown on the 
diagram that spells out the composition of the loom. 
So it is not a total guessing game. 

5 REPLACE IT. As soon as the wires are patched 
in, the connection is plugged back into the ECU 
and the chip is connected to its loom. 


6 ADJUSTMENTS. When the chip is connected to 
the engine, it is also connected to a computer. 
While the technician is driving the vehicle on the 
dyno, he makes adjustments to the chip through the 
computer program to get the optimal settings for the 
engine. The exhaust gas temperature and mixture 
is constantly monitored to make sure the setting 
doesn’t damage the engine. 




A 


IF YOU WANT TO HAVE IT DONE 

Luckily, when you want to install a performance chip for your vehicle, it won’t take all day. The 
process for a diesel engine can take less than an hour, and a petrol engine usually takes up to two 
hours. You can sit in the waiting room while your bakkie gets a kick up the backside. 

A Dastek Unichip like this one for the Land Rover Discovery 1 V8 costs R3150 with installation 
and tuning. For a Toyota Hilux D-4D or similar bakkies it costs around R5000 - depending on the 
engine’s computer. 

Visit www.steves.co.za to find out where your nearest Steve’s Auto Clinic is. 
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Go to www.tracks4africa.co.za/ 
wegrydriveoutasp for more info. 


TRACKm^FRICA 


WORKOUT 


DORINGBOS 4X4 is a great place to test your 
abilities, see what your vehicle is capable of 
and have a /ekkerbraai afterwards. 


WORDS & PHOTOS: PETER ALLAN LEVEY 


G oing to Doringbos 4x4 is 
a little bit like going to the 
gym. You can start with a 
nice warm up on an easy 
trail and then get into some serious 
heavy lifting on another trail. 


Doringbos, formerly known as Riv- 
erbank, lies on the banks of the Mod- 
der River, just below the wall of the 
Krugersdrift Dam. It is divided into two 
main sections, namely the Easy Trail 
and the Extreme Trail. 


As the name suggests, the Easy Trail 
is suitable for beginners without much 
off-road driving experience. But the 
extreme trail is definitely only for driv- 
ers who have a good knowledge of 4x4 
driving and understand different types 
of terrain. If you take on the extreme 
trail, you should be certain of your skills 
as well as your vehicle’s capabilities. 

The trails are run by Andre Botha, an 
accredited off-road driving trainer. And 
you can rest assured that any trail under 
the wing of an experienced trainer like 
this makes for good practical training 
and a great driving experience. 
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Taking it easy 

First, we tackled the Easy Trail as a 
warm up. This trail starts just below the 
farm dam at the training venue and fol- 
lows the Modder River. The trail itself 
is quite short - only about 2 km - but it 
demands your full attention. You begin 
with a steep descent from the farm trail 
along a track cut into the riverine bush. 
In dry weather, this descent shouldn’t 
give you any problems (as long as you 
take care, of course). But after some 
rain it could prove to be a challenge. 

The trail then winds its way towards 
the river and runs parallel to it for a 
short distance. Here you’ll enjoy some 
beautiful views of the water and the 
birdlife in the area. 

The next turn takes you away from 
the water. There’s some hard work to be 
done on the steering wheel to manoeu- 
vre the vehicle around tight corners 
in the bush. They get cut back and 
shouldn’t scratch your vehicle, but some 
corners are so tight that it may be nec- 
essary to stop and reverse to get around 
a corner without making contact with 
the branches. 

Although this is the easy route, there 
are still a few obstacles that are quite 
testing. A diff-lock would help a lot to 
overcome them, but there are escape 
routes. So if you’re not feeling too con- 
fident about an obstacle, you have the 
opportunity to take the escape option 
and continue on the route. 

If you get to the end and still want 


more, you can turn around and do it 
again. The trail can be driven in either 
direction, providing different challeng- 
es, depending on how you tackle it. 

Running with the big dogs 

When we’d finished the Easy Trail, we 
took a relaxed drive to the start of the 
Extreme Trail. Along this route, you can 
see some of the reserve’s game like red 
hartebeest, eland, gemsbok, wildebeest, 
impala, springbok and zebra. We even 
saw a herd of seven kudu hiding in a 
patch of trees along the route. 

We soon reached the start of the trail. 



GOING DOWN (top left). Make sure you know 
where the road is as you enter the easy route 
at this steep descent. 


TREAT YOURSELF (top right). Enjoy a braai at 
the end of an exciting day on the trail 

LIFE’S LinLE LUXURIES (bottom right). The 
nearby guesthouse has all the facilities for a 
comfortable stay. 

It kicked off innocently enough, on the 
high bank of the Modder River, and we 
enjoyed some lovely views. 

The trail continued along the high 
river bank for a short distance, before 
descending into an old eroded area of 
the property. Here, we were faced with 
a steep descent with axle twisters at the 
bottom. Then the road climbed out on 
the other side to once again confront us 
with a steep descent, with a turn to the 
left thrown in for good measure. 

After a few more axle twisters, we 
headed down a shale bank and were 
faced with the river right in front of > 
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TRAILS 


DORINGBOS 


US. We headed straight into the water 
and drove in it for about 50 metres. 
Then we turned around and headed for 
a flat rock bank that stood out of the 
water, where we stopped. 

This is a great place to practise how 
to get the right bow wave in front of 
your vehicle - which is key to any suc- 
cessful water crossing. 

The river bed is made up of rock 
slabs and has a flat area where there is 
no danger of getting stuck in the mud. 

If you had to recover your vehicle here, 
it would only be in knee-deep water. 

We waited for the other vehicles on 
the trail to join us, and discussed the 
water section and bow waves. Then we 
re-entered the water to make the flnal 
crossing up a steep rock bank on the 
other side of the river. There was no 
danger of wheel spin on the exit though, 
as a coarse rock surface provided plenty 
of traction. But the last part of the 
climb requires careful attention, since 
there’s a part where you have to negoti- 
ate a severe axle twister. 

The trail then enters a section of the 
old eroded area, where it almost feels 


like you’re driving on a slow-motion 
roller coaster. Obstacles ranging from 
seemingly insurmountable walls of 
earth to descents that make you think 
the vehicle will stand on its nose, follow 
one after the other. 

You need to approach these obstacles 
with great care. On some of them, you 
need to make a sharp turn immediately 
when you reach the top otherwise you’ll 
fall down the other side of a donga. 

This is also one of the main reasons 
why this is a guide-only trail. The guide 
briefs all newcomers on what lies ahead 
and gives hints and tips on how to 
tackle the obstacles. 

Anyone who wants to see what their 
vehicle is capable of, and what their 
own abilities are, will And out here. 

You also need to know (or you’ll learn 
quickly!) how to handle vehicle stalls, 
stall-starts in gear, side slopes, and up- 
and-downhill turns on uneven ground. 

Over the moon 

When we were Anished with these 
obstacles, we entered what resembled 
a lunar landscape with bare mounds of 


earth at all angles in front of us. The 
trail winds its way through this area 
with some great cross-axle situations 
that you have to beat, and some steep 
ascents and descents as well. 

Compared to the area we’d just tra- 
versed, this section was pretty straight- 
forward. But before long, we were faced 
with a muddy section where we could 
get stuck up to our chassis if we didn’t 
cross quickly enough. To make it even 
more exciting, you have to climb a 
seemingly vertical wall to get out of the 
muddy donga. 

Soon after, we had to start winding 
down, since we were out of time. But 
the route can be extended or shortened 
according to your group’s requirements. 
And you’ll encounter just about every 
type of obstacle that you could think of. 
on this trail. 

Now it was time for a well-deserved 
cold one at the Doringbos Lapa, a great 
facility where people gather for a braai 
around a big Are. We discussed our ex- 
perience on the trails to our hearts con- 
tent, exchanging war stories and having 
a few laughs before heading home. ^ 


NEED TO KNOW 


Doringbos gives you the opportunity to test your own and your 

The nearest town? Bloemfontein (30 km). 

vehicie’s capabiiities and to hone your skiiis. There is the added 

The nearest filling station? Dealesville (20 km). 

bonus of game viewing aiong the route and in the area. 

How do 1 get there? Andre will provide a meeting place and directions 
when you make your booking. You’re not allowed to arrive unannounced 

ON THE TRAiL 

and drive the trails. 

How long is the route? 20 km (4-5 hours). 

WHERE TO STAY: 

Number of vehicles: Minimum 6, maximum 12. 

There are rooms that can sleep up to 22 people, available at a guesthouse 

Best time of year? All year round. 

on the property, with beds that range from bunk beds to a double bed and 

Do 1 get a map? No, the trail is guided. 

en-suite and communal bathrooms. 

Will my car get scratched? It’s unlikely. 

The camping facilities are only available for learners on the 4x4 training 

Should 1 take my running boards off? Definitely, especially for the 

course. 

extreme course. 

Bloemfontein, about 30 km away, has a variety of accommodation. 

Should 1 take a compressor? Yes, you’ll have to reduce your tyre pres- 

REMEMBER TO BRING: 

sure for the trails. 

Binoculars for game and bird viewing. 

Can 1 turn around halfway? Yes. 

Recovery gear. 

Can we have a braai on the route? No, only at the start or end. 

Compressor. 

Are there ablution facilities for day visitors? Yes. 

COST 

Can 1 see game? Yes - kudu, red hartebeest, eland, gemsbok, wildebeest. 

The trail: R300 per vehicle with a minimum charge of R1 800; 6 vehicles 

impala, springbok and zebra. 

is the usual minimum number, but if a smaller number are prepared to pay 

ARDUND THE TRAiL 

the minimum charge they are accepted. 

Best time to go? All year round. 

B&B: 6 bedrooms with 2 single beds each: R320 p.p.p.n. 

Can 1 take my family along? Yes. 

2 bedrooms with 4 single beds each (2 bunker style): R280 p.p.p.n. 

Just for the day or the weekend? The trails are only open for day visitors 

1 bedroom with 1 double bed: R320 p.p.p.n. 

who make a prior booking before they can drive them. 

CONTACT 

What else is there to do? 

Andre Botha 

There are also lots of bird watching opportunities - look out for darters. 

Tel: 0)051 446 4187 

cormorants, kingfishers, herons and the African fish eagle. 

Cell: (D 082 576 6058 

The Florisbad holiday resort, Soetdoring Nature Reserve and Predator Park 

^ just4x4@mweb.co.za 

are in the vicinity. Fishing and hunting can be arranged. 

^ www.just4x4adventures.co.za 
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READER STORY I SANDWICH HARBOUR 



Where the n 

^reat dunes 

meet the sea 

Sandwich Harbour is not one of Namibia's most famous 
off-road destinations, but without a doubt one of its 
most memorable, says ERIC THORBURN. 


M any people have heard 
of Sandwich Harbour 
in Namibia, but by 
the looks of it, very 
few have ever visited. Perhaps because 
it’s arguably one of the country’s most 
difficult ecological sights to reach. 

Sandwich Harbour lies about 45 
kilometres south ofWalvis Bay in the 
Namib-Naukluft Park, but the approach 
is treacherous in the extreme. There isn’t 


even really a road. Whatever tracks are 
made are obliterated overnight by the 
merciless winds and tides. 

Leaving Walvis Bay, where the salt pans 
teem with water birds, we approached 
the “road” to Sandwich Harbour 
through the dry estuary of the Kuiseb 
River. The surface seems benign at 
first glance, but its looks are extremely 
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deceiving - there are plenty of stories of 
the estuary trapping unwary or over- 
confident travellers with its quicksand 
on many occasions. 

Driving through it^, you could hit 
some treacherous dry areas and get 
your vehicle seriously stuck. Or much 
worse, you could get yourself into some 
wet sand, similar to that found in the 
Makgadikgadi pans in Botswana. 

If you are unlucky (or unwary) enough 
to hit one of these spots, you’re in 
trouble. Your vehicle will break through 
the dry upper crust and inescapably sink 
into the liquid chaos of the estuary, from 
which there is no escape. 

I heard an incredible account of one 
vehicle that disappeared completely. It 
partially resurfaced some time later, but 
upside down - only because the air in 
the tyres provided some buoyancy. 

We were lucky enough to negotiate 
this delta safely, and soon found 
ourselves on a dramatic desert shoreline. 
It is a place of true beauty, a scenic 
wonderland with dramatic changes 
between the desert and the sea. 

The towering dunes are formidable, 
and drop straight down into the ocean. 
But it is only from the top that you can 
appreciate the true extent and beauty of 
the lagoon and mudfiats.The climb is 
well worth the effort. It is only from here 
that you get a sense of the isolation that 



Name: Eric Thorburn 
Hometown: Sandton 
Occupation: Retired dentist 
Favourite pieces: Drakensberg, the 
Bushveld and the Transkei Wild Coast. 

Your next destination? Mana Pools, Kariba 
and Hwange, via Botswana to avoid Beit 
Bridge. 


defines this coast. 

If you’re planning a visit to this area, 
make sure that all the vehicles in your 
convoy are in tip-top working order. 
We went in a Land Rover and were 
glad to be in one with a petrol engine. 
Compared to a diesel Landy, it had 
much more oomph - something that 
really helps if you want to summit the 
steep, high dunes for a beautiful view 
over the area. 


A drive through the graveyard 


The area around Sandwich Harbour is 
an area of great ecological significance. 

With the dunes rising up to 1 00 
metres into the sky, this is part of the 
Namib Sand Sea, one of the biggest 
sand fields in the world. 

It was recently proclaimed a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. One 
of the chief criteria for this distinction 
is the interesting role that fog plays in 
helping the plants and animals survive 
in such an extreme climate. It’s the only 
coastal desert in the world where fog 
is the primary source of water for the 
dune fields. This creates a completely 
unique environment. And it is this 
environment that we were privileged 
enough to explore. 

When you arrive at the boundary 
fence of the Namib-Naukluft Park, 
be aware that only 4x4 vehicles 
are permitted, that you must be in 
possession of a permit and that there is 
no entry at high tide. 

Spring tides and the constant 
remodelling of the towering, wind- 
sculpted dunes make the route highly 
unpredictable. You have to drive tight 
up against the pounding Atlantic. 

And if you get caught by a rising tide, 
you could be joining the long list of 
casualties on this section. It’s not called 
“The Graveyard” for no reason. If 
your vehicle meets its end here, you 
can expect no sympathy from your 
insurance company. 


VIEW FROM THE TOP (right). The climb is 
rewarded with a wonderful view of the lagoon, 
once the old Sandwich Harbour 




OPPOSITE LOCK IS THE EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF 
MAD RHINO-LED LIGHTING. 

Opposite Lock stocks award-winning 4x4 accessories and equipment 
including Tough Dog suspension systems, Lightforce spot lights, 
OL-bumpers, VRS-winches, recovery gear and more. 


VISIT www.oppositelock.co.za for more information or contact 0) 01 1 697-0001 ^ info@oppositelock.co.za 
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proclaimed Ramsar site (Ramsar is an 
international treaty for the conservation 
and sustainable use of wetlands). 

Together with the Walvis Bay wetlands, 
it’s regarded by many as one of the top 3 
birding sites in Africa. 

The harbour is now a tidal lagoon, 
where the advance of the dunes is held 
back by reed beds at their base. These 
reed beds and pools are fed by brackish 
freshwater springs, which in turn are fed 
from an aquifer below the Namib. 

This unique feature has become a 
haven for thousands of birds, as well as 
an important stop-over point for migrant 
birds. A recent survey included a count 
of 34 different species, as well as 40 000 
birds which include flamingo, pelican, 
avocet, turnstone, damara tern and 
the endemic dune lark. The area also 
has a huge variety of smaller waders. 

In addition, it is not uncommon to 
see jackal trotting along the beach, or 
dolphins swimming just off shore. 

An added bonus between July and 
November would be the sighting of > 



Nature 1, Civilisation 0 


Sandwich Harbour has swallowed more 
than just a few cars in its time. Many of 
civilisation’s big endeavours have met 
their fate here. 

It has a colourful history that goes 
back to 1486. A Portuguese navigator, 
Diogo Cao, first named it Porto 
d’llheo, but the area was later renamed 
“Sandwich”, possibly after the HMS 
Sandwich, a gunship that reportedly 
came to a bad end here in 1792. 

In the 1 8th century, this precious 
fresh water source on Namibia’s wild, 
windswept coast became a port for 
whaling, sealing and trading. Apparently, 
the indigenous people even drove cattle 
across the desert to trade for glass, beads 
and supplies from people at the port. 

However, over time the winds and 
tides reclaimed their own and the 
harbour silted up. 

All that remains of these undertakings 
today is a solitary ruined building. And 
in place of civilization’s scars is a unique 
coastal wetland. 

It is now a designated Wetland 
of International Importance, world 
famous for its abundant birdlife, and a 




PERILOUS SHORES (top centre). Access is 
restricted to low tide only. 

PRETTY IN PINK (above). Flamingos feed in 
the nutrient rich lagoon 

HOME IS WHERE THE SAND IS (bottom). The 
unique shovel-snouted lizard which calls these 
dunes home 



Eric Thorburn wins a Mad Rhino MRO-3072 Light Bar worth R2329. MRO has a 
complete range of LED lights for all applications, which come with a two year 
warranty. Opposite Lock is the exclusive distributor of Mad Rhino-LED lighting. 
Opposite Lock stocks award-winning 4x4 accessories and equipment including 
Tough Dog suspension systems, Lightforce spot lights, OL-bumpers, VRS-winches, 
recovery gear and more. 





READER STORY SANDWICH HARBOUR 



The sands are steadily 

reclaiming the remains of the last fisherman’s 
shack. 




southern right whales. These giants of 
the ocean are slowly but surely returning 
to this area, where they were abundant 
before their stocks were decimated by 
whaling fleets up until the 1960s. 

From the northern end of the lagoon, 
you may only proceed on foot to explore 
the wilderness. Here, you can come 
across the sharply etched tracks of jackal 
in the wet sand, or get a rare glimpse of 
a shovel-snouted lizard. 

Our guide, Bruno, showed us how to 
spot these tiny creatures moving just 
below the sand, and how to scoop one 
out with your hand. It was very exciting! 

You also And geckos and beetles 
everywhere, as well as the prickly Inara 
plants, whose fruit (called a Inara 
melon) is essential as a food source for 
the local Topnaar people (a clan of the 
Nama people). 

Just inland, we came upon a small 
herd of Springbok that quench 
their thirst from the plants they eat. 
Remarkably, all this life in the desert is 
sustained by the moisture-laden fog that 
sweeps in off the icy Benguela current at 
night, which then condenses to provide 
life-supporting water to the dry Namib. 


Hie end, but not the end 


All too soon we had to leave this magical 


The surface seems benign 
at first glance^ but its looks 
are extremely deceiving. 


place before the rising tide could trap us. 
But it was not the end yet. It was time 
for some excitement on our way home. 

We tackled the dunes with our 4x4s 
and played like children in the sand. No 
words can fully describe the feeling of 
driving in such incredible dunes. You 
drop down seemingly impossible slopes 
with your heart in your mouth. Then 
you accelerate quickly to crest the next 
summit. The adrenaline pumps through 
your veins and your pulse soars. 

What thrill could be better for a 
4x4 enthusiast than being in a vehicle 
edging slowly down a sheer slip face and 


hearing the dune sand roar a greeting to 
you in response? 

As the sun starts to sink slowly in the 
west, drive to the top of that last dune. 
Sit still, just for a while, crack open 
something cold and let the wind ruffle 
your hair as you absorb the stark beauty 
of this place. 

A Anal criterion of the UNESCO 
award was that this is a place “where 
atmospheric conditions provide 
exceptional visibility of the landscape 
by day and the dazzling southern 
hemisphere sky at night”. 

I agree. ^ 






I WANT TO GO TOO! 


Buy a permit in advance from Namibia’s Ministry of Environment and 
Tourism in Swakopmund orWalvis Bay. 

Check the tides (at www.satides.co.za), and the fine print of your vehi- 
cle’s insurance! 

Bring recovery equipment and make sure you know how to use it. 
Consider a guide. Even if you are an experienced 4x4 driver and 
comfortable with deep sand driving, it might be a good idea to team up 
with a local tour guide, at least for your first trip. It may sound expensive, 
but driving with a tour operator in their vehicle definitely has its advan- 
tages. In fact, the major tour operators in the area won’t provide guides 
for self-drive tourists because they consider the risks too high. It costs 
around R1 300 for a full day’s tour, but it means you can relax and enjoy 


the experience, have the history brought to life, and be free to see and 
photograph the wildlife and climb the dunes. You can book both half or 
full-day excursions. 

An added advantage of doing so, is that after visiting the harbour, your 
guide will know where you can go dune driving and, more importantly, 
where it’s safe to go. 

We went with Bruno Nebe of Turnstone Tours, who was charming and full 
of information: ^ www.turnstone-tours.com; (3) +264 64 403 1 23; 

^ turn@iafrica.com. na. 

Other operators include: Mola Mola Tours ^ info@mola-namibia.com; 
a)+264 64 205 511. 

Sandwich Harbour 4x4 www.sandwich-harbour.com 0) + 264 64 207663. 
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From Roodepoort to Timbuktu 


Kennis Caravans 8 ^ Motor- 
homes, now incorporating 
Safari Centm West l^and, have 
developed an exciting new 
caravan product to stipptement 
the '^rough-road” sector of 
the Jurgens product range. 

The team at the Kennis Safari 
Centra division have identified 
the need for more off-road cara- 
vans, and particulafly tha need 
to be able to move arourxf freely 
inside your caravart, especialty if 
you plan on trekking across the 
continent. Therefore the team 
has taken the existing Sprite 
Sprint modes and cfevebped it 
into an exciting new product; the 
Sprite Sprint BacTrax. 


This tough caravan boasts a 
heavy-duty axle, large 15 inch 
wheels and modifications to the 
caravan's body protection 
components to ensure that it 
can withstand even the toughest 
gravel roads. 

A key feature of the Sprite 
Sprint BacTrax Is the inteiligetit 
layout that allows you to nrove 
around your double bed. It also 
has a single bed for a third 
person that can double up as a 
dining nook. 

The Sprite Sprint BacTrax has 
a t2V diarging ^stem to keep 
your Waeoo or Engel fridge on 
and your beers cold, and with 
cooking and wash-up faciSties 
on the outside, the Sprite Sprint 



BacTrax is the ideal travel 
companion for the family braai 
master. 

Let the team take care 
of ail your off-ioad 
caravan and 
canping needs. 


For more info^ contact Kennis Caravans & Motorhomes on 
0) (011) 664 7000 or vistt 'f) www.kenriis.co.za. 


Get your 4x4 fix 


At Hen n ops Offroad Traits 
in Gauteng, you're bound 
to satisfy all your off- road 
needs, whether you're a 
first-timer testing out your 
new 4x4 or a hardened 4x4 
enthusiast refining your skills, 

Hennops Offroad Trails is 
situated along the banks of the 
Hennops River, only a few 
minutes' drive from the 
Hartebeespoort Dam. 
Experienced drivers can lock 
forward to a wide variety of 
obstacles on the off-road trail, 
which include muddy holes, 
steep rocky climbs, challenging 
descents and dongas. Rookie 


drivers can give tricky obstacles 
a miss by taking one of the 
existing tracks or service roads. 

The new Klipdrift off-road trail 
is open to the pubic by prior 
arrangement only, and Is the 
perfect groMp activity for four or 
more vehicles. Just remember to 
pack your recovery gear should 
you get in a pickle on the way. 

Nature lovers can admire the 
fauna along the route, as 
Hennops Offroad Trails is 
situated in a 200 hectare game 
farm that boasts herds of zebra, 
blue wfldebeest and kudu. For 
the more active family nnembers, 
HervKjps Offroad Trails has firee 
hiking routes that range between 



2^5 km and 1 1 .3 km in length 
and adventurous mountafo bikers 
are welcome to try out the 16 km 
mountain bike trail. 

Bijoy a family outing at 
Hennops Offroad Trails 
and be sure to pack 
a picnic for a long, 
iazy braai next 
to the river. 


For more info or to make a 
group booking, contact 
(^062 325 9205, or visit 
www.hennops*co*za. 
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OONTACT irilD@l^rt]Oftirnw^ 

Td: 013 753 2005 Rd®: 066 623 7062 
M^ww.eurb<jftrnian[^ 



New. Service Bchange & Repairs 
qI dl makes of Turisodiargers 




TUgQOPflDTECT 


3^ The Turboprnbect vvill LibricHtH & 
cqcl t^ie Turbo autcmsticelly tor 1-2 
rmnutes dfter hxA er^he stutcbwn. 
SEI^UjbficoteB dhe Turtn bl storlHip. 
3 f>H’^uicaly openotol. 
serviceable and 3 different sues. 

3^ Tried end tested emce 1993. 



Hia be^ fuel prctesbon 
fivstfltn for ycMjT engina 
3 ^ The RACOR Fto removes 
Drf,. Rust ^ Al^ from 
Rjd (Difisd, Petrol. Awgaa 
S JetAI) 




HJELFILTiltRlIUlMiUS 


3 ^ Wftar S CM 

3 ^ 4 sizes: Sttb* flOLpmJ. 
Mofium [15 LpmJ, Lat^ 

(20 Lpm) & fiiiti Large ( 55 LpmI 



1^^ TOWBARS ^Aii 
COAXKCT-IT 
SUSPENSIONS 
RUUBEUISING 
ALU CANOPIES ^ 
WIXA CWKIEICS ^ 
LE» IJOHTBARS W 
ROOriDP TENTS ^ 
^ _ TRAII^R SPARES ^ 
-^^CUSTOM CAMPERS^ 
fl y CUSTOM BUMPERS^ 
~ RRAWER SVSTEMS 
^ SNOHASTER FRIDGES \ 
fi'llUAL BATTERY SYSTEMS 


012 05:t202H/:HH5 


0&5 226 1 902 www.W6caoffroadcerttre.coni 


203 Edison Cre&cetit, Hennopsparlc x7, Centurian wtfcacarrl^r^gmail.com 



Chrysler specialists 

We supply reconditioned enpinos and gearboxes 
for all Jeep and Chrysler models 

Large Inventory of new and second 
hand parts available 

raili S Acceturin Tel: +2;(0jl2 eSS 27B0 
tWwtettop Tel: +27(0)12665 2925 
EiiHll: atii6fiC3EiSiiJv@inweh.co.2a 

wwweamericansuv.co.za 


Jeep & 


as HovtooTSd^usai^Dis 



TO ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES CONTACT JEANINE KRUGER ON 082 342 2299 OR E MAIL JEANINLKRUGER^MEDIA24.C0M 


INTERNATIONAtbY-APPREGIATED 
AS THE FINEST 4x4 
tSEi^;G6YERS IN THE WORLD 


■Eiy RiM 


EESISa 





www.snom8ster.co.za 


SnoMaster 


Contict (Odl) 3SB 5315/ 1923147 1 Smtiufter TUkNiE 97 ^hmeng Str, MfNiidOHilaliK Jciwine^ig CvotzliiaiiK 91^^ t{]93'3£L9QZ 


CCTV Systems 



Vtcw ™ SiTHitphcine ^ixrn wiysAsn tftllw 

itiio@9 cct v-di met . cu.ia 

www.cctv-direct.co.za 



FUH' Ba^Ce' 
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♦ Off Road Canopies 

♦ Rooftop Boxes 

♦ Tooi Boxes 

♦ Trailer Nose Cones 

- Off Road Camping Tents 

^ And many more. 


^Canrtping Ffidge/Freezers 
Bull Bars 
*Tow Bars 

* Stylirig Bars 
*LED Lights 

* Seat Covers 


ALUM BOX CANOPIES 

Manufacturer and Supplier of Aluminium Products to the Off Road Industry 


www.alumbox.co.za | david@alumbox.co.za | Tel: 01 1 845-3672/3383 


wwwdn¥«uli»2i 
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CS-ASSIFIED DIRECTORY 


TO AOVERTISEON THESE PACES CONTACT SAHETN A MEINTJIES ON 004410 5797 OR E MAIL SANETHA.MEINTJIES@iMEDIA24.COM 



canvas canopies 


Kallie;083303 0850 
E-mail; kallie<scbcc.co.za 
www.cu5tombuiltcanvascanopies.coja 

■ fxiKulivelo budget ciH'DIiiH 

^ OnJjf qu^lfty (TEitcaiil U5«d tct jusnofiictiiire 
+ LJghtwelghti U-lSlig-canbefitlj^byonefwrran 
^ iluminluiii or super 

icarupy frame 

- Standard frftnw - coverage wly 

■ Super bsme can carter 4{|CN^ kg 

’ Corvopjes. for all baldt^^ To^ota^ Nissin^ l^ordr 
isuiu, Mud Cniiser; Hyuf^ai, Kk ChifLi^ 

jFebi^ MjhH>dra Sciyat AxA'i & trailm 
H Ccv«F& rof odsdng fram« atrwdy on jmur vehicle 
• Optional mctrasAtici available 




Dual USB 
Oafhboard 
fbrt 


Ughtar SocM 
with2USB]^i1s 


Jump 

Starter 


3WLE0 
SIcv^Iq light 

Exciting MEW arnvafs 


Charp and Audio 
USB port 


^ Motorcytte 
^ Lighter socket 
wim USB fitting 


Safety Light 


39LED 
IVtangte 
EMEAGENCY 
tight sax 



25W and SOW LED Spotlights 



LED Globes for Main lights 


Visit ws on the internet 
Many other products available 

Tet: +27 83 441 5029 
info@latfeia.co.za 
wuiAvJatreia.co.za 



SAHARA LODGE 


THE BIGGEST SELECTION OF 
REAL CANVAS TENTS IN AFRICA 


Qzissg 


I|RICES[QmYtoyAfcID}KORfSER^ 


TEL: +2711397 6451/2 
FAX: +27113976421 
E'MAIL: iiifo:»taitco*<cLza 
WHOLESALEi colii>:^tentco.mza 


lieiS^ETRO 

jePARK.eOKSBURG JKB ■ 

GPSiS C26’ 

COlOOiS, SPEUflCATlOHS ^ 

imi 


flCiNTS; 5 t£WfBSnE FOSCOHTAa OFTAItS 

iWMnWirTE^eiaTG(6>1ZA\ 


uut Ltta 

R8Z5 

•(IWilSIUU. 

R6S9 


1 


DINING SHELTER 


JSIOESWrrBMDZZIMIT 
4 FOUR 501 ID SIDES, 

R4110I 


Qail hi 


DfLUU 
r&ilAZ.lRi 

R1S410jlR9010 


SO Mftft mT5g^USER201S 










TO ADVERTISE OK THESE PAGES CONTACT SH ARLENE SAftITH ON 083 583 1604 OR E-MAIL SHARLENE.SMITHra^M ED (A24.COM 


SMtSair^ 

ML MATS POR 0 IIC 65 AhO CAR 5 


Shop online at wmt. |v 1 T * — > W 


IfiMudng the Se^tSdint Back and 
\ 111 mbar support ci^hioo, which is 
^ ^ height-ad justa bi e over the seat back 
and lecommended for use with our 
26-1 seat cushion, includes lumbar 
and tower back medical 
grade gel for a better 

seating position. 


"/Vo m) 

mtHimi wcommefided'^ 

fSty^ntton} 


\ft5itmm ^ /MethWfk.w.z9,FnceiRdittk^f^deti¥eryMi?02 t744 



StatSaint 
patented gel 
seat cushions* 

Dr^iticaiiy intpravei 
yoitf conifottf 

CAR/SUVJG lien. 

WdTj |Tiin-.- 
ihl'iv.' itll!'* 



Like us on 
Facebook 

and one person stands 
f/je chance of winning 
a SeatSaint jet sitpfek. 


'"Works like a charm, fame tm 
^os j| cured for fife" 

- Piet van Htede 
f&rivt Oui/Gpt Ma^o^tne) 

'f say ft makes a 

\hf]ifrtam difference^ 





Do not jus! replace the shocks on your bakkie - 
replace it with a Camil rear and Iront shock system. 


Experience the stability, driving quality and load 
capacity from the system that was designed, tested 








zippi 

IsatPhone’’™ 

* Voice and voicemail 

' SMS. small tmail & Twiner 
' Send GPS position 
- Prepaid / No contract 

* Affordable and very popular 

Flf?nraU< SGAN tintorn<?t) ^1;: 
Uldlum ArsQ avaUable 

www.zippisat.com 


Tel :+2772 7676 578 • info@zippUat.coni 



% 

3TIMES MORE LIGHT 
PLUG & PLAY - FITMENT 


2 YEAR WARRANTY 


NOW ALSO AVAILABLE FROM 
GAUTENG DEALERS 


Call: +27 21 886 5479 
www.extremelights.co.za 



MWWdFttMUtmZI 
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CLASSIFIED DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES CONTACT NICK FinELL ON 071 430 6311 OR E MAIL NICK.FinELL^MEOIA24.COM 



- uj^arRrobF 

concacc us cooabi 
For more ihfoi 

TSU: on ^es 
LULULU,caKuaoo,za 
sauesocaKL-a.co.^a 



WWW. bondfblu, com 


SUPERIOR EYE PRUTEETIDN 






fKvtmit.Cfmi/BomfiBliiSA ^0 ^baoititiluZA 






Bilstein B6 
Off-road 
Shock 
Absorbers 



Great performance towirg and off > road 


Lonq life andl serviceable 

Marxcd performance iunprovement wrthoat spring changes 
BILSTEIN gas pressure and mofio-lybe^Upside'-Ciown Technoiogy 


in Cefmaity 


MIKEM Suspension Systems 

Fits and designs AxA ^sperision systems 
Supplies, Services and Fits Bilstein Shocii Absorbers 
Manufactures and designs Coil and Leaf spring systems 


liftnnii 


www.miketrieusperis^Drift.co.za 
137 Eloff Streii1oictBnBk>n,Jotiairtnaabufg 
TbJ:011 493 01 B1 
Cell :082 £56 4473 

E^mAil: SBles@iTtiksmsuspensjcmsxo^ 



QQ IMlVtlWT5EnfUQa^2D13 






TO ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES CONTACT LIZEL PAUW ON 082 87G 8180 OR E-MAIL LIZEL.PAUW^MEDIA24.C0M 



M!!g™?nTT[g3I)Ba 


Document, ammutiition & t rave I bags X 
Custo m ma fie & cu tl er y bao$ ^ 

Recovery, ee|ujpment Se lamp bag$ j 
Fridge, coole r & braa r bags ^ 

Wheel covers 


TeJ:021 905 5005 
Fax: 021 905 5010 
|ouw@campcover,co.za 
hanneKe@cainpcover.co.za 



RIETFONTEIN, PRETORIA . 0082 924 407& ■ E;P/er£R@8ySHJVeST.C0.Zj1 

WWW,BUSHNBSTXO.ZA 




MAKE LIFE 
A GRAND 
ADVENTURE 


Bush tec Adventufe man ufactiires 
speciattst outdoor terrts artd 
equipment that give you the freedom 
to roam. 

Tents Direct, our one stop retail 
shop^ makes buying what you need 
as amazing as the sunset over the 
perfect day ouL 

Bushtec Adventure and Tents Direct 
are proudly part of the Canvas and 
Tent group. The group also includes 
Bushtec Safari and 
Weatherhaven RCS. 



FENTS 


laielM*: 

BUSHTEC 


ADVENTURE 



www.bushtecadveiiture.CQ.za 
www.tentdirect.co.za 
Tel: +27 {0)12 661 1476 
Cell: +27 (0)76 611 7770 


WWWdFhfldWtCBJl 
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CL^eSIFIED DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES CONTACT SHARLENE SMITH ON 0» 583 1604 OR E-MAILSHARLENE.SMiTHfSMEDIA24.COM 



4 Marconi St. 
Heidelberg, Gauteng 
016 341 3175 


JP uan Staden 
082 558 8813 



TheAHA-45 
slide-on camper 

i rtf ha w€ b .co.za 
Pretoria 
012 804 6111 
Pretorta 

0S3 653 4642 - Dawie 
Wmdhoek 

+264 811472823 - WiicJ 


AHA 

Outdoor Systems 


Opens in 45 seconds... watch video 

on www.ahaweb.co.za 


On most pick-ups or AHA traitor 


1 double bed (2 m long). 1 single bed (2 m tong). Fridge/ 
freezer. Bar. Wardrobes. Kitchen. Pantry. Toilet. Water tanks. 
Bathroom with shower. Dual battery system, Sun panel. 
1-man offloading system. Lightweight (285 kgf awning. 




Visit our website or contact us for more information! 

www.pbeproducts.co.za 

012 658 5538 Cell: 083 749 0445 E-mait: mfo&pbepro<}»cts.(:o.za 


BATTERY POWER SYSTEMS 


4x4's, CARAVANS & TRAILERS 

Dual Battery Systems 
Battery Chargers 0 £Srj 

Solar Power Systems / Solar Panels 
LED Camping Lights 
Caravan & Trailer Power & Control Panel Systems 4/1/ caravan f iraHari 



ihaMeintfies 
0844165797 
NkkFHzett 
0714306311 


JOHANNESBURG 
UzelPauw 
0828768189 
Jeanine Kruger 
082 342 2299 
Sharlene Smith 
0835831604 


04 HOVE DOT 201s 





CLASSIFIED OIRECTOSY 


TO ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES CONTACT NICK FITZELL ON 071 430 631 1 OR E-MAIL NICK.FinELL#MEDtA24.C0M 



Race 

cam 




I 


Ask about free engine warranty 

tl7S tOOE I co.Ta | W: www.rac^chip.co^n 

rt: fb.com/flac:tiCh^pChlpiyn(ngSi3uthAiTirii 



;l BMffiHT SEPrEJifiEASDtS 9E 


wnrditvnitcoLZi 




CLASSIFIED OIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES CONTACTS MARLENE SMITH ON 083 583 1604 OR E MAIL SKARLENE.SMtTHc^MEDIA24X0M 



0B2 803 1B51 
j 0 safarica mper s.co^a 
Plot 3 of 36, Achilles Street 
Olympus, Pretoria 

w w w^af ati cam pers,co^a 


S f^BVi DOUBLE 
< CABtJHiT 
^ SOW 
AVAILABLE 





wmmms 

^msi94iK 






WcAKJtivii^; (Si 1/nJ 
Imff dWiiw* W ht 
Mmmitm rrhktR- tS 
i&ttiwtc 

(hdfvj^sig icteklfid!. 


TRAl 



ROSSOUWSPOORT^ 


m 






4-- 25^ ow^rnoiTTi^ onc^^odi 


f* A lyi p At the foofof the mountain fain bi 


tvf feflfw on 


* I s^ifi wWi br&& 

Hghtifioatea^fit^ 

• id^ok^ikep4andS(iiKmati^ 
m4eefaps4fo^i^h3ihoMtftmdJba^hotwat^ 

*fti§yieM-i:otemg 

* NkehpaMti/mondimmmrigpaiftsviittmith^ 
KRI{A<* * Csves tfl vkw* MTR on^fhrktng 


ifjk ji 

PiX: 082 78? 0674 flflilX 072 oUlBSS 
mf&ji^-ro&souwspoort4x4*coja 


WWW.ROSSOUWSPOORTW.CO.ZA 


'^LICK AND BUY^ 


Atlasware Flasks I Drive Out LEATHERMAN SIDEKICK I Gloworm 



Drive Out braai totigs I Drive Out toilet bag I Drive Out travel wallet 



All products available at winkel.weg.co.za 


Pno) advertised arefidi|Kt to change. Prices reflected online wdl ahivays be cofrect. Qffen valid while stKks la£t.?rkei include VAT buteidude postage. 
Weonljr deliver to South African postal addresses. Please allow a minitnutn of 11 wotting da^fot delivery. E^oll shop queries to ^ verkopi0in<diaZ4.CMA 
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BOOKSHELF 


Travel photography 
and trip inspiration 

Buy these books for picturesque trip through Namibia, 
and an actual trip to the Wild Coast. 



TOUGH MAP FOR A 
LEKKER TRIP 

SUNGSBY’S EXPLORING THE WILD 
COAST (4TH EDITION) 

Distributed by Slingsby Maps 
Available at numerous book and sports 
stores and on the distributor’s website 
(www.slingsbymaps.com) 
Recommended price: R150 


The Wild Coast is one of the 
prettiest coast lines in South 
Africa, though not one of the 
easiest to tour. The state of 
the roads is alarnning, road 
signs are scarce and night driv- 
ing is a nightmare. Because 
of this, Peter Slingsby’s Wild 
Coast map has been a Bible 
for countless people that visit 
this coast. He didn’t sell out all 
14000 of them for no reason. 

The latest edition, number 
4, is roughly a third bigger 
than the previous one and has 
a host of valuable updates. 

For example, it now has a list 
of more than 200 rivers, river 
mouths and waterfalls as well 
as the distance between them. 
The map lists shipwrecks, 
displays new and tarred roads 
and includes the growth of 
popular places like Coffee Bay, 
Port St Johns, Chintsa, Kei 
Mouth and Morgan Bay. Plus 
it’s waterproof! 

More than that, the roads 
are divided into 1 0 categories, from free- 
ways to small gravel roads, and there are 
GPS coordinates for intersections. But 
one of the cleverest aspects of the map 
is the use of landmarks along the road in 
places where Slingsby knows that there 
are scarcely any road signs. Thus you can 
focus on the animals crossing the road 
rather than looking out for a sign that’s 
been rusting away since 1982. 

- Charles Thompson 



The images are something 
special^ even if your Landie 
isnhfull of dream catchers 



EPIC land 


EPIC IMAGES 

EPIC Land 
B y Amy Schoeman 

Distributed by Protea 
Price: R495 

www.proteaboekhuis.com 

Don’t let the price of the photogra- 
phy book. Epic Land, scare you off 
- it’s worth every cent. This beauti- 
ful coffee table book is the product 
of 35 years of travel right across 
Namibia by the photographer and 
journalist Amy Schoeman. 

Schoeman has a special passion 
for the Skeleton Coast, Kaokoland 
and Damaraland. She’s travelled for 
1 6 years in this part of Namibia. 

Through the years, Louw has 
documented every part of the Skel- 
eton Coast in her photos - from the 
smallest crab to the kilometre-long 
dunes and many shipwrecks. Her 
love for the environment stands out 
in a section of nearly 30 pages dedi- 
cated to this part of Namibia. 

The book is divided into six “port- 
folios”, with pictures that range from 
beautiful travel photos to seriously 
artistic close-up shots of things like 
rock textures and sand. But some of 
the photos are also abstract creative 
offerings - for example, she dedi- 
cates a whole section to kaleido- 
scopic photo experiments that she 
made on her computer. It sounds 
like you need to be smoking some- 
thing to appreciate this section, but 
the images are something special, 
even if your Landie isn’t full of dream 
catchers. If you’ve ever travelled to 
Namibia, you’ll recognise many of its 
landmarks. If not, this book will be 
the spark to light your engine’s fire. 

- Charles Thompson 
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PHOTO MECHANIC 


BYVILLIERSSTEYN 


Say “cheese!” 

You can take great group photos with just a little effort and good timing. 


•- PHOTO OF THE MONTH: ► 

Smile for the camera! 

Villiers Steyn 

Canon 5D Mklll, Canon 70-200 f/2.8 lens and Canon Speedlite 
580EX II flash (settings: f/3.2, 1/100 sec, ISO 800, flash EV + 1 ^/ 3 ) 

A trip to the bush without a group photo is like a soft-serve 
ice cream without a Flake. Because you just can’t come home 
without a snapshot of your family and friends. For me, it is 
these kinds of photos that bring back the best memories. 


IF YOU FOLLOW THESE FOUR STEPS, YOUR GROUP PHOTOS WILL BE SOMETHING TO BRAG ABOUT: 


▼ 



STEP 1 ; Watch out for the sun 

The best time for a group photo is at dusk. 
At this time of day, everyone is usually 
standing around with a drink in hand, and 
your “subjects” are nice and relaxed. But 
that is not the primary reason. At sunset the 
light is not so sharp and you don’t have to 
worry about people squinting at the camera 
as in bright sunlight. Aim for about 15 to 
20 minutes after the sun has set, when the 
background light has a beautiful purple or 
orange colour. 

STEP 2; Switch to manual 

First get the background right. Change to 
manual mode on your camera; choose a 
relatively high ISO value (between 800 and 
1 600) and a low f-stop (between f/3.2 and 
f/5.6). Take a practice shot with a shutter 
speed of 1/200 seconds. Ten to one, the 
people in the photo will just be silhouettes 
in the foreground, but you’ll correct this later 
with a flash. If the background is too dark, 
choose a slower shutter speed. If it is too 
bright, choose a faster shutter speed. It’s 
this step that ensures that the background 
will appear as purple or orange behind your 
subjects. The low f-stop ensures that the 
depth of field is shallow so that the back- 
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ground appears nice and blurred. Everyone 
should be in focus if they are standing next to 
each other, instead of slightly in front or behind 
one another. If there are a few people sitting on 
the ground in front, increase the f-stop slightly 
so that everyone will be in focus. 

STEP 3; Use a flash 

Now that you’ve used manual mode to 
prepare for the background by choosing the 
right ISO, f-stop and shutter speed, you have 
to illuminate the people with a flash. You can 
either use the camera’s built-in flash or an 
external one. Once again, take a practice shot. 
If the people appear too dark, set the flash to 
be brighter using the Flash Exposure Com- 
pensation function. If the people come out too 
brightly now, set the flash just a touch softer. 


STEP 4; Put on your running shoes 

You’ll regret not being in a great group photo. 
So put your camera on a tripod, activate the 
1 0 second timer and run so that you can smile 
alongside your loved ones. Just make sure 
they leave a gap open for you, otherwise the 
photo can easily look unbalanced. ^ 



VILLIERS’ TIP; 

Group photos don’t have to be posed 
for all the time. Make a point of taking 
unplanned shots of the people travel- 
ling with you now and then. These 
types of unexpected photos are often 
much more natural, and allow you to 
capture great facial expressions. 


Download Villiers wildlife photography app, Learn by Example - Wildlife Photography today on your smart phone, Pad or tablet and learn how to take 
superior animal pictures. Available on ITunes and the Google Play Store. 






BOSKOS 


Have you ever stood in 
front of the braai spices in a 
supermarket and just scratched 
your head? Well, that's why we 
picked 12 candidates and put 
: * them to the taste test. 

Photos’ Evan Naude 


A successful braai 

involves more than just 
hot coals and good 
meat. You also need 
pleasant company, 
something refreshing to drink - as 
well as the right salt and spices for 
the meat, or it will taste rather bland. 

And let’s forget about all the 
sauces and marinades that some 
people practically drown their meat 
in nowadays. Good meat doesn’t 
need it. Because all you really need 
is a bit of salt - and, at most, one or 
. two other flavours. 

Over the years, salt has started to 
make way for “braai salt” and a host 
of other spices that are available 
for the adventurous braaier. There 
are so many options that it can be 
overwhelming. But how do they 
taste? To answer that question, 
three of us sat down with some juicy 
venison boerewors, as well as a 
selection of 1 2 braai salts and spices 
that are commonly available at most 
South African supermarkets. 




BACKGROUND: They call it 
“the original braai salt.” And 
just to make sure you don’t 
doubt their claim, they own 
the URL www.salt.co.za. 

EVAN: Jeez, but it’s salty. It 
actually tastes like the poor 
man’s Aromat. 

CHARLES: It tastes just as 
artificial as the container. And 
the crystals are huge. How 
will it stay on wors and not 
roll off? (The crystals really 
are huge. - Jaco) 

JACO: The advantage of this 
is that you can use the orange 
bottle as an emergency 
beacon at sea. The strong 
taste (which doesn’t come 
across as natural at all) will 
scare off the sharks. 

THEY SAY: “An exciting 
flavour for braais and a family 
favourite in the kitchen.” 

WE SAY: Only if you’re not 
scared of salt. 


BACKGROUND: Tannie Ina 
has become well-known 
for her spices. Not only 
do they taste good, but 
they’re known for the fact 
that they’re not made with 
lots of nasty chemicals and 
artificial flavouring. 

EVAN: You can taste 
everything you see on the 
label. That takes some doing. 
CHARLES: I have some of 
this at home too. It’s nicely 
balanced and something you 
can rely on. 

JACO: I can actually taste 
the sundried tomatoes. The 
quality is palatable with an 
absence of chemicals. That’s 
why I highly rate Tannie Ina. 

THEY SAY: “Not only for 
braais, but also for garlic 
bread.” 

WE SAY: This is our favourite, 
especially if you consider 
yourself a connoisseur. 


BACKGROUND: Most of 
us have grown up with 
this salt. In fact, rumour 
has it that this was why 
the Zulus attacked the 
British at Isandiwana in 
1879 - because they heard 
a rumour that the Brits had 
some really tasty stuff they 
chucked over their meat 
and they wanted some too. 
EVAN: I don’t really eat salt 
on my food, but when I taste 
it I start feeling like some 
tequila. 

CHARLES: It brings the 
meat’s natural favour to the 
fore. It’s not overpowering 
and compliments the meat. 

JACO: I’m getting a bit 
emotional here, just tasting 
the simple combination of 
good meat and a bit of salt. 

THEY SAY: “See how it runs”. 
WE SAY: This one is not to be 
scoffed at. 


BACKGROUND: Even 
Cerebos jumped onto the 
braai salt bandwagon. We 
are rather amused. If you 
can’t beat ’em... 

EVAN: Paprika, celery... 
After this tasting we won’t 
have any taste buds left. 

But it might be lekker on 
the crisped skin of braaied 
chicken. 

CHARLES: It’s nice in the 
same way as Fizzers - you 
know it isn’t healthy, but you 
can’t stop eating it. 

JACO: It tastes like a new 
flavour of Aromat. 

THEY SAY: “Shake on 
steak, rock on ribs, blast 
on boerewors, hit on a 
hamburger for flame grilled 
great taste!” 

WE SAY: The flavour is 
quite overpowering, so it will 
work quite well for pork and 
chicken. But you won’t want 
to use it on prime cuts. 





BOSKOS 




Cerebos Flame Grilled 
Barbecue Seasoningl 


BACKGROUND: If the 
packaging was a person, 
we’d say they are an 
extrovert - with a list of 
flavours that includes 
paprika, black pepper, 
coriander and garlic. This 
looks promising. 

EVAN: I’d have to take 
their word for it that there’s 
paprika in the stuff, because 
there’s no way that I can 
taste it. 

CHARLES: Initially it tastes 
like Aromat, but eventually it 
fizzes out to a weak pepper 
taste. 

JACO: I taste none of the 
above mentioned flavours. 

So it’s basically an expensive 
salt. 

THEY SAY: “No MSG, 
preservatives or colourants.” 
WE SAY: They might use 
the pay-off line “Shake me!”, 
but we didn’t feel the earth 
moving. 


BACKGROUND: Another 
product from Cerebos. It’s 
okay, as long as they keep 
making normal salt. 

EVAN: This is noticeably 
sweeter than the Cerebos 
Braai Salt. In fact, it tastes 
like... “barbecue” seasoning. 
But a barbeque is a far cry 
from a braai. 

CHARLES: At first it’s saltier 
than expected. Then the 
spicy taste comes in a bit 
later. 

JACO: The black flakes in the 
seasoning are noticeable. I 
wonder what it is, because it 
sure as hell isn’t pepper. 
THEY SAY: “Gives vim to 
veggies, stick to steaks, a 
boost to boerewors and a 
pep to potatoes.” 

WE SAY: If they spent as 
much time on the flavour as 
they did on the catch phrases 


BACKGROUND: Robertson’s 
was synonymous with spices 
long before Chef Reuben 
Riffel was a twinkle in his 
dad’s eye. Many of us grew 
up with Naas Botha at fly 
half, two years national 
service and Robertson’s 
Steak and Chops spice. 
EVAN: Phew, one will have to 
be careful with this one... 

CHARLES: I like the burning 
taste ... (then starts coughing 
hysterically). Jeez, you should 
first ask your guests if they like 
spices before chucking this 
stuff over everything. 

JACO: The label says it’s 
manufactured in La Lucia, 
outside Durban. So you can 
understand the almost Indian 
approach to chillies in this one. 
Hell, but the chillies command 
your attention with this baby. 

THEY SAY: Not a lot. 

WE SAY: Because the chillies 


BACKGROUND: They’re 
known for their family 
restaurants, but have 
recently branched out into 
sauces and spices under 
the same brand. 

EVAN: The pepper is quite 
noticeable. 

CHARLES: It’s a surprisingly 
pleasant combination of 
tastes. 

JACO: It has quite a 
complex flavour, but the 
pepper is pleasant, without 
overpowering everything. 

THEY SAY: “Ideal to enhance 
the taste of meat.” And to top 
it off, it’s also “Low Fat”... and 
has a list of ingredients longer 
than the Great Wall of China. 

WE SAY: We don’t want to 
knock Spur, but they’re not 
exactly a Michelin starred 
restaurant. So we were 
pleasantly surprised by the 
taste of this spice. Good 
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BACKGROUND: In a 
moment of compulsive 
madness we chucked this 
product into our shopping 
basket. How will it fare? 

EVAN: It tastes like there’s 
way too much artificial 
flavouring in here. 

CHARLES: It smells like 
coffee - and dust. 

JACO: I smell chocolate 
milkshake, but it tastes 
surprisingly salty. 

THEY SAY: One of the 
ingredients is “nature 
identical flavourant (smoke).” 

WE SAY: Even though we can 
smell the “smoke” flavour it’s 
close, but no cigar. 


\3mm 

BACKGROUND: Any braai 
spice that lays claim to the 
title “Traditional” must be 
very sure about itself. 

EVAN: This spice should 
have begun with its spicy 
aftertaste, because the initial 
impression is sweet and 
weak. 

CHARLES: Braai spices 
shouldn’t be sweet. (And 
neither should braaiers. - 
Jaco) 

JACO: At first it is sweet, 
then there’s a bit of spicy 
stuff coming through, before 
ending quite hot. A lot like 
that girl at choir camp in 
Matric. 

THEY SAY: “Master blends 
for braai” and “Traditional 
Braai Mix.” Those are quite 
bold statements. 

WE SAY: They might have 
overestimated their skills with 
this one. 


BACKGROUND: This 
is the original, glow-in- 
the-dark, MSG laden, 
chemical weapon of mass 
destruction. 

EVAN: Spices should taste 
like Ina Paarman’s stuff, 
where you can identify the 
ingredients. With Aromat, you 
just don’t know what’s in it. 

CHARLES: It looks artificial, 
especially the radioactive 
yellow colour. You don’t know 
what the ingredients are, but 
surprisingly enough it really 
tastes delicious. 

JACO: I can’t believe I’m 
saying this, but it has a 
surprisingly complex taste in 
comparison with the fancier- 
sounding competitors. It was 
a pleasant surprise, even 
though we were sceptical. 
THEY SAY: “Aromat 
Seasoning.” Enough said. 

WE SAY: They don’t need to 
be quite so humble. 


BACKGROUND: Everybody 
knows Jimmy’s braai 
sauces and marinades. Very 
sophisticated tastes they 
aren’t, but they remain quite 
popular. So how will their 
braai salt taste? 

EVAN: Jeez, but the container 
is as big as a bottle of drain 
cleaner! 

CHARLES: The holes on 
top are as big as man holes! 
And judging by the taste they 
should rather have named it 
Jimmy’s Salt & Garlic. 

JACO: Forget about the long 
list of ingredients: All that you 
taste is salt and garlic. 

THEY SAY: “The original, 
most versatile.” 

WE SAY: If you’re not easily 
intimidated by salt and garlic. 
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Ginger and The Cow 

The only way to handle annoying people on a bush trip Is to be even more 
annoying, says CAR THE RELUCTANT ADVENTURER. 


W hile I was growing 
up 5 1 always wanted 
to be either a 
marine biologist or 
a thoughtful, but 

adventurous, overland explorer. Sort of a 
cross between David Attenborough and 
Indiana Jones. 

The marine biology idea quickly 
went out the window when my best 
friend, Angela, and I went on our 


very first snorkelling trip to Umdloti. 

My mask steamed up, I got water in 
my snorkel and I panicked. I started 
thrashing around with my flippers until I 
disappeared in a maelstrom of froth and 
bits of seaweed. 

I had to be assisted (okay, dragged) 
back to the shallows where I flopped 
about, dramatically retching, choking 
and trying to attract as much attention 
and sympathy as possible. 


Undeterred by my aquatic 
incompetence, I decided to give 
overland adventuring a go. I persuaded 
Angela to join me, and signed up for a 
three-week guided 4x4 trip in Botswana. 

There were about eight of us in the 
group and we had two guides. I don’t 
remember either of their names, so I 
shall call him Ginger and her The Cow 
because, well, she was, and she was also 
quite stupid. 
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Evidence of this soon came to light, 
when she had fits about things like 
people talking. Look, if you and your 
best friend are strolling along chatting 
and laughing, how are you supposed to 
hear someone creeping around at the 
back of the group whispering for you 
both to shut up? 

Eventually, of course. The Cow would 
completely lose her temper, come 
crashing past everyone and hiss in our 
faces for the two of us to “Just shut it, 
for Pete’s sake!” 

When she lost her temper, she had one 
of the most mobile faces I’d ever seen. 
Her eyes bulged and her features seemed 
to slide all over the place. In the end, 
Angela and I deliberately tried to irritate 
her, just so we could watch her lose her 
temper and “throw a Picasso”. 

She could be very scary though. I 
remember one time I nearly fainted, 
dropping my sandwich, slopping my 
tea and burning my mouth quite badly, 
when she snuck up behind me and 
roared: “CAE, AT THIS PRECISE 
MOMENT, DO YOU KNOW WHERE 
THE SNAKE BITE KIT IS?” 

When I said I didn’t, she had another 
hissy fit. It was completely unnecessary 
because, as I explained, even if I had 
known where it was, I didn’t have a clue 
how to use it. 

She did the same thing to Angela, 
stealing up behind her and bellowing 
in her ear: “ANGELA, CAN YOU 
SHOW ME WHERE AND HOW YOU 
WOULD CLAMP SOMEONE’S 
GROIN TO PREVENT THEM 
BLEEDING OUT THROUGH THE 
FEMORAL ARTERY?” 

Thankfully, bleeding out through 
the femoral artery is not a common 
camping complaint like, for example, a 
stress headache or damp knickers from 
misjudging the long drop. I mean, just 
imagine, “I’m so sorry darling, you’re 
going to have to make the garlic bread 
tonight, I think my femoral artery is 
about to blow again.” 

I just thought I should clarify that. 
Anyway, moving on. 

To make matters worse, we couldn’t 
drink and we hardly ate. We’d sit there at 
night clutching a warm Coke and a tiny 
bit of steak because a) we didn’t want 
to have to get up in the night for a pee 
and b) because it’s never just one glass 
of wine, is it? Before you know it, you’ve 
had a bottle each and you’re tripping 
around in the bush, shushing each other, 
giggling and waving tomorrow’s braai 


meat around, calling “Here Kitty, kitty.” 
Some things are just not worth it. 

The final straw came when The Cow 
informed us that nuts were the most 
useful type of food to carry. If you awoke 
to the sounds of predators moving 
around in the morning, or if you didn’t 
have time to start a fire and needed 
to “crack on”, nuts made the perfect 
breakfast, she explained. They contained 
plenty of protein and the smell wasn’t 
likely to attract attention. 

Personally, if I ever woke up to the 
sounds of predators moving around 
I would be too busy whimpering and 
pawing at the bottom of the nearest tree 
to worry about breakfast. Also, as Angela 
pointed out, what about squirrels? Surely 
they could issue a nasty bite if hungry? 
I’m not even sure if you get squirrels in 
Botswana, but her comment irritated 
The Cow, which was great. 

After about a week, the novelty started 
to wear off. I started to whine about 
fatigue, headaches, possible dehydration 


and general malaise. When no one, 
not even Angela, was particularly 
sympathetic, I escalated tensions and 
began complaining about suspected 
malaria or dengue fever. I adopted a 
moaning noise and stumbling limp 
whenever I thought anyone was looking. 

Eventually Ginger got thoroughly sick 
of me and asked The Cow to take Angela 
and me for a game drive, while the rest 
of the party hiked to some distant tree 
or waterhole or boring, but significant, 
lump in the ground. 

The drive was lovely. Angela and I sat 
chatting and enjoying the cool breeze 
through our hair. Then we met up with 
another group who asked if we’d seen 
the cheetah sighting. We said we hadn’t 
and they gave us detailed instructions on 
where to look. We retraced our steps, and 
sure enough, there was a mother cheetah 
and her two cubs. 


The Cow took great delight in 
pointing out that the cheetah had been 
on MY side of the vehicle, and that if I 
stopped chatting for a while and paid 
attention I might actually spot some 
game. I retaliated by sulking and staring 
fixedly out of my side of the vehicle. I 
had intended to ignore everyone for the 
rest of the drive, but I didn’t because I 
spotted a pride of lions which The Cow 
had missed, so I decided to start showing 
off instead. 

Since then I have always adopted this 
game viewing tactic. It works fairly well, 
but if you’re competitive like I am, it can 
get a bit irritating. Larry always drives, 
so he scans the front and both sides of 
the road. He also has much quicker eyes 
than I do, and more knowledge, so he’s 
usually spotted and identified an animal 
before I’ve even sighted it through my 
binocs. Very annoying. 

And there is another drawback. If, for 
example, an elephant is standing behind 
a tree with his back to the road, by the 


time I see it I’m basically staring straight 
up its arse. Or, to be more poetic, 
“gazing into the great unknown”. 

Then, before I’ve even worked out 
what I’m seeing, the aforementioned 
elephant is already chasing us down the 
road, and Larry, his face pouring with 
sweat and his foot fiat on the accelerator, 
is wondering aloud how “someone” can 
fail to spot an animal the size of a large 
##!!ing shed a few metres off the road. 

Getting back to our Botswana trip, I 

wasn’t sad to see the end of that holiday, 
especially The Cow. She had certainly 
never heard about the customer always 
being right. When Angela and I got 
back to Durban, I turned my back on 
adventure, took up typing and went to 
work in an office, and only ventured 
back to the wild again after meeting the 
unsuspecting Larry. ^ 


If I ever woke up to the 
sounds of predators I would 
^b ^b be too busy whimpering and 
pawing at the bottom of the nearest 
tree to worry about breakfast. 
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OOPS! 


When it rains 

in the Kalahari 

Never think that you can’t get stuck in the arid Kalahari. A quick downpour 
might just leave you with egg on your face. 




S ince retiring, I earn a living as an heritage 
consultant. In October last year three 
colleagues and I did an innpact study in the 
Kalahari for a power line which ran past 
Groblershoop and Grootdrink. 

One night there was a heavy downpour. We 
heard the next morning that it was 25 mm of rain. 

However, it was a beautiful day and we headed 
into the veld with our Toyota 3000 KZ TE 4x4. 
There was work that needed to be done. 

A large puddle of water appeared ahead of us 
on the jeep track, but we pushed through. I took 
a photo and the work continued without a hitch. 
On the way back through the puddle however, the 
bakkie gave a single cough, and there it sat. We 
pushed it back and forth and even used the hi-lift 
jack, but to no avail. The wheels kept spinning 
and it got more and more stuck in the sticky mud. 

It was around ten in the morning and we were 
in hysterics, to say the least. To think, we were 
stuck in mud in the arid Kalahari! 

By two o’clock it wasn’t so funny anymore. 

The ground around the bakkie was a soggy mess 
and the guys were covered in mud from head to 
toe. Calling for assistance wouldn’t even help, 
because how do you explain exactly where you 
are when you’re in the middle of nowhere? 

Eventually we decided that half the team should 
continue with the work on foot, while the other 
two walked the four kilometres to the tar road and 
hitched a ride to our other bakkie - 30 km’s away. 

We eventually got the bakkie out of the mud, 
but only by four in the afternoon. And now we 
know not to take rain in the Kalahari lightly! (I 
hope Cobus doesn’t need his prize - a shovei - 
anytime soon - Jaco). 

COBUS DREYER, 
Bloemfontein 


Cobus Dreyer wins a 4x4 Equip Combo Shovel from Opposite Lock, 

valued at R999. This top-quality three-piece shovel, designed in Australia, is 

durable, versatile and easy to store. To change the shovel 

into a short spade, you simply unscrew the long handle at the threaded joint 

and attach the D-handle. Call Opposite Lock on 01 1 697 0001, 

e-mail info@oppositelock.co.za or visit www.oppositelock.co.za 


GETMCRE 







Owning a 4x4 is just the beginning. At Halfway Toyota we live 4x4 and we encourage anyone who walks through our doors to do the 
same. Living 4x4 means unloclQng your off-road vehide 's true potentiate it means getting dirty and iosing yourself in the great outdoors 
and having the skills and knowledge to get yourself back. Our aocessories, driver training and adventure trips won't just help you go 
down the path seldom travelled, they'll help you forge a new one. 

Contact Ryan at Halfway Toyota Fourways on o^oad@ha!fway4ways.coja (for Gauteng regions), Daan at Halfway Toyota George on sates?^ 
halfwaygeorgexo^Q (for Garden region} or Gerald on geratdfj^haffway.ws (KZH regions} to hooka FREE 4X4 Driver Course and enquire on 

the cost to do a 2day4x4 Driver Accreditation Course, Unit Standard's 254135 & 254 154. 

Think Tbyofa. Think Halfway Toyota, Enqufreahoat4M4trmnmgaf your nearest Halfway Toy ataOedership. 



Kattway Toyota Ho wick 

let: 033 330 2175 

HaHway Toyota Fourways 
let: 011 317 SaeS 
Halfway Toyota Honsydew 

Moil 9016500 


Halfway Malanda Toyota 

Tel:03§973 2022 

Halfway Toyota Soottburgh 
Tel: D3& 97a 7500 
Halfway Toyota Ottory 

Tel: 021 703 9174 


Halfway Toyota Shelly Beach 

Tel: 039 315 3000 

Halfway Toyota George 

Tel: 044 802 9200 



www.halfwaytoyota. com 


raCs apply 




GO THE 






